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Pearse, Jewel (Martin), 
Quimby's 75th Anniversary, 1887-1962, 
Diamond jubilee, July 17-18 (£1962) 
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STATE OF IOWA 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
DES MOINES 


April 10, 1962 


NORMAN A. ERBE 
GOVERNOR 


Dear Friends: 


It is with a great deal of pleasure 
that I extend to you my very best wishes for 
an enjoyable and most rewarding /5th anniver- 
sary of the founding of Quimby. It is good 
from time to time to pause and reflect upon 
the accomplishments of our forefathers and to 
give credit to those who have gone before us 
in charting the course of our state and na- 
tion. In noting their accomplishments we are 
renewed in our faith and enthusiasm for the 
future. My very best wishes to each of you. 


incerely yours, 


Norman A. Erbe 
Governor 
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Feoword 


It is with a mixture of pride and humility that this book is presented to the 
people and friends of Quimby. We of the historical committee, Margaret(Mrs, 
Doyle Simonsen), Helen (Mrs. Perry Gano) and I, Jewel (Mrs. Keith Pearse) 
have spent many happy and fascinating hours in working to bring as complete a 
history as possible to you in the short time that we had to work on it. 


Margaret, Helen, and I have conducted many interviews, searched newspaper 
files, studied other histories, checked on courthouse records, visited cemeteries, 
and have used old letters and photographs supplied tous by many others. Margaret 
has been especially interested in the photographs, many of which she has had 
copied for this book. Helen has tirelessly typed. They have both helped in proof- 
reading and with friendly criticism. 


I have attempted to write the book in such a way as to preserve the continuity of 
events and to have the facts accurate and complete. I have drawn on some of my 
own experiences, as well as some knowledge of history of whichIlam a very in- 
terested student. 


We know that perhaps many things have been omitted which should have been 
said, and for that we apologize. However, since this is the first history of Quimby, 
we feel that we have covered the most important things. 


We have tried to preserve as much as possible the words of those who have given 
accounts of the early days here. 


In doing a work of this kind, one begins to feel almost as if the early settlers 
were not strangers of the past at all. In imagination one can picture their human 
joys, frailties, and foibles; their griefs, hardships, and satisfactions in success; 
their daily struggles in the new land, and one can feel proud to have had the oppor- 
tunity to know some of these people. Many of them were still living when my fam- 
ily came to Quimby forty years ago from the hills of Arkansas. 


Always, one can sense the desire they had for better churches and schools and 
homes, and for opportunities for their children. 


We wish to sincerely thank those who have given us photographs and informa- 
tion, and especially to thank the advertising department of Simonsens for printing 
the book for us. It is our sincere hope that you will enjoy reading the book and 
will treasure it in years to come. 


Jewel Martin Pearse 
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Leaves OL Stone 


There is a book of tales 

Older than the hieroglyphics of ancient Babylon, 
Older than the Rosetta Stone of the Egyptian Nile. 

It is as large as the earth, this book, 

And its writing began some two billion years ago. 
Its leaves are sheets of stone, 

And the characters inscribed upon these stony pages 
We call "'fossils''. 

This great and ancient volume we may call 

The Book of Life. 


It is not a neat, crisp volume. 

It is defaced and torn; 

Scorched here by volcanic heat, 

Torn and twisted there by violent earthquake; 
But for the most part merely eaten away 

By the slow unending wear 

Of wind and wave and weather 

That we call erosion, 


The book of which I speak 

Was written in many chapters, in many times, 
And yet its story is still unfinished. 

The outcome of this story, 

That the great author is setting down, 

We cannot guess, 

But those prepared to take the pains, 

May read the installments already written. 


By Gilbert Raasch of the Universities 
of Wisconsin and Illinois 
for Nestor Stiles. 
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CHAPTER | 


hy a Se The Beginning 


The seventy-five years meee which Quimby has existed as a town are but an infinites- 
imal speck in the clock of geologic time. The buildings and homes that are clusteredhere 
in this part of the Little Sioux Valley represent many hopes and dreams of those who lived 
here, but all of the human events are vastly overshadowed by the eons of time that had elap- 


sed before the white man arrived. 


The history of fossils in the rocks of Northwest Iowa left a record of glacial ages which 
preceded life as it is known today. According to geologists, Iowa was once covered bya 
great sea in which millions of tiny shellfish or sea animals lived. Evidence that these crea- 
tures existed can be seen in rocks which have been found in this area, some with fossils which 


date back millions of years. 


During the fall of 1961, Karen Buttenob, 

daughter of Mr.and Mrs. Duane Buttenob, 
found a rock containing a number of well 
defined fossils in a creek near their 
home south of Quimby. 


Mr. Frankforter, curator of the Sanford 
Museum in Cherokee, identified the fos- 
sils as pelecypods, which look a great 
deal like a cockle shell. The fossils were 
probably formed during the Mezazoic Era 
during the Cretaceous period when the last 
great seas spread over North America. 
That would date the fossil rock at 60 
million years. | 


Not only do rocks reveal history, but evidences of later history have been found near here, 


on a twenty foot cliff overlooking the Little Sioux River. 
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The following article was taken from the September 13, 1959 Sioux City Sunday Journal: 


Quimby Find Upsets History 


It has now been scientifically established by carbon test that the first Siouxland pio- 
neer family came to Woodbury and Cherokee counties 8,400 years ago, give or take a few 
hundred years. 

With this new time chart made by Isotopes, Inc., the popular conception of the 
American Indian as the aborigine has gone down the anthropological drain. The Indian is 
a Johnny-come-lately. 

The amazing discovery at Quimby, Ia., has done another thing for Siouxland. The 
Sanford Museum at Cherokee has zoomed into national prominence and has become the 
archaeological center of Iowa. 

Who were these dawn-time Iowans and how did they live? 

This first Siouxland pioneer was a man of medium build, less Mongoloid than the 
Indian, a nomadic hunter, clothed in animal skins. He lived in the open with no housing 
except trees and dense shrubs, hunted any edible game with spears and knew how to make 
fire, either by friction or with flints. His children ran wild at an early age and his woman 
was little better than a beast of burden. 

He came into Siouxland as the last of the great glaciers receded toward the northpole. 
His hunting equipment consisted of a spear with a crude knife and a stone hammer. He 
knew the trick of stampeding a herd of bison over a cliff to break their legs, then crushing 
their skulls with big stones. 

When that occurred there were days of feasting, but all too often there were days of 
famine when he ate only wild berries, roots or even the bark of trees. He knew no rule 


but survival; he was savage; he killed without conscience. 
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When the first "old bone" was brought to the Sanford Museum by a resident who knew 
nothing of archaeology, it was recognized at once as something of antiquity. That's when 
Sanford stepped into the picture. The rich find that resulted is called the Simonsen site, 
because it is on property owned by the Simonsen Rendering Co. near Quimby. Now being 
uncovered, the diggings verify several facts and add some new ones. 

It establishes, for one thing, that Neolithic man roamed Iowa's plains between 8,000 
and 9,000 years ago. How many thousand years he may have been here before that is still 
to be determined. The Quimby find authenticates for the first time, the presence of pre- 
historic man in Siouxland. 

"The time will come when we will find older evidence,'' says W. D. Frankforter, di- 
rector of the museum, ''perhaps all the way back to the caveman, as much as 30,000 
years ago". 

The Quimby find has revealed eight bison skeletons in an area only 15 by 5 feet. The 
skull of every animal in the excavation was crushed by a stone or a stone hammer. The 
story of what happened is clearly shown, 

The stone age man, who was probably traveling with a small party of his fellow men, 
surrounded a group of bison and with shouts and torches, stampededthem off the precipice 
to the shore of the Little Sioux River. The unfortunate eight whose bones remain to tell 
the story, probably broke one or more legs in the fall, and these were killed with stones 
and hammers. There was feasting at the scene; a large firepit has been unearthed. 

The slain bison were not the buffalo known today. They were called "occidentalis,"' 
and were 50 per cent larger than their present day descendants, Stone scrapers and 
knives indicate the Neolithic man took the hides, with the tail still attached. Strangely 


enough, no flint artifacts have yet been found at Quimby, but they may still be there. 
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The stone age in Iowa appears to have come to an end without white witnesses. Most 
of the relics that have been found were dug from the rougher country along the rivers and 
streams. 

Among the Indians who inhabited Iowa in historic times, were those of Siouan stock 
who called themselves Dakotas. They camped along the banks of the Little Sioux River 
where fish and game were plentiful. Their history is one of constant warfare with adja- 
cent tribes, and they were known for their depredations, not only among other Indians, but 
among the whites as well. 

Between 1850 and 1870, the pressure of settlement from the whites became particu- 
larly irksome to the Indians, and the settlers were in constantdanger of attack. The Sioux 
were most likely to come to the cabins during the severest weather when supplies were low. 
During the winter of 1856 and 1857, the settlers suffered privations because of the sever- 
ity of the winter, but the Indians suffered even more, because famine stalked them. They 
blamed the white man for destroying their hunting grounds, andtheir feelings of bitterness, 
coupled with the cold and their hunger, drove them to seek food in the homes of the white 
men. They went to some of the cabins of the colonists from Milford, Massachusetts, who 
had come to Cherokee County in May of 1856, and begged for food. 

The most infamous Indian of the Sioux, Inkpaduta, also known as Scarlet Point, was 
the leader of a small band of outlaw Indians, In February, 1857, the group had gone down 
the Little Sioux River as far south as Smithland, where they terrorized the settlers there. 
The settlers, fearing that the warriors were going to fight the Omahas, took away their 
guns. Thomas McCulla, author of the 1914 history of Cherokee County, states that this 
act infuriated the Indians. They turned back upstream, determined to wreak vengeance 
on the whites. The group began moving slowly up the Little Sioux Valley, becoming more 
vicious and insolent as they went. Without doubt, Inkapaduta, a pock-marked Indian of 


great size and strength, ledhis band through our section of the Little Sioux Valley as they 


10 


evil wiigi2 ‘ost ods “a solised sd yuote vogmsy 
ibe dia d16i1sw tixntettog 30 bao ef yroreid, oa 


d,enmseiial x9:ito esa li on RpebiaRaleh sid 


hi Seeee yk. ce a ee en 
pe ae y om 40) ine a & aati . 
raw of as ‘ é | 

a 99 ie , a 

Hisg smrs2ed iashiiee ‘end econl a lal hina 


bi odT .458926 to 1Sydeb instanton af sta isstioe ta 


vse ot to seysosd enoievitg, poate esos ari? oe 18 3¢ 
dT ,meods bealete ottters} satin ator gave aiaires 
satosiidio egailss) tisds bas bao) pati amd apo 3a 


i dw 3d2 10 esrmad axit ih boot Ase oF paren avorb sé 


Ia ie 


. a 
W ,ads92eud2se2esM 1bt01LIM mo 23 erhinlos ont te onidan oe crnoe 0 2 a 


thoow 163 nate ba (9885 “7 


eid Men3 eodnia ans sshd eo seiotais vies ts " : | 7 
nstnroner iid aan ka | 


progressed up the river to Cherokee, and thence to Spirit Lake, where they massacred 
thirty-two settlers on March 8, 1857. 
Enroute to Spirit Lake, the Indians had seized provisions from the settlers near Cher- 


okee. Among those settlers who were visited by the Indians, was Lemuel Parkhurst. 


Parkhurst and Carlton Corbett had come to the area near Cherokee to find a place for 
settlement. At first they had thought they would settle near Sioux City, but a settlement 
had already been started there. They then met Robert Perry, Cherokee County's first sett- 
ler, who directed them to the Little Sioux Valley. The day after meeting Perry, Corbett 
left Parkhurst behind in Sioux City and took a newcompanion, John Martin, along with him 
to Correctionville. Traveling on foot, the men followed the course ofthe Little Sioux River 


from Correctionville, and passed through what is now Washta and Quimby. They camped 


in a large grove in the present day Pilot township, The next morning they were awakened 
by the gobbling of wild turkeys. Resuming their journey, they followed an old Indian trail 
and came upon a giant boulder, now known as Pilot Rock. When they came to the present 
site of Cherokee, they tramped around two We days and satisfied themselves that they 

had found a good place to settle. They then retraced their footsteps to Correctionville and 
found that the rest of their party had arrived there in the meantime. 

The settlers had not arrived in Cherokee County until late May of 1856, so they were 
not able to raise adequate supplies of food for the severe winter which followed. The sett- 
lers never forgot that winter of 1856-57, nor the depredations of the Indians. Years later, 
Harry Clark told about the great pile of whitened elk bones that he saw in a ravine between 
Quimby and Washta in 1869, when he was a nine year old boy. His father, John Clark, told 
him that these elk had perished huddled together during the winter of 1856, The grass was 


covered by deep snow and many herds of elk and deer died during that winter, 
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When settlers began to come into the Cherokee County area, Indian troubles were worse 
than they had been before. Finally, the government bought the remaining lands of the Sioux 


for about $340, 000. 


Pioneer residents of Quimby and Washta used to tell about the visits of the Indians who 
were encamped in wigwams near their homes. The pioneer chilaren would often go to 
visit in the tepees of the Indians. The smoky interiors were in marked contrast to the clean 
kitchens of the pioneers. Many of the early residents would remember the long trains of Ind- 
ians as they passed through the main Hera of present day Washta on their way to new hunt- 
ing grounds or camps along the river. They piled their belongings on travois pulled by 
ponies. 

In the early stages of settlement around Quimby, the only roads were the trails which 
had been made by the Indians across the prairies. The area abounded in fish and wild game, 
and the Indians made many trails in their travels hunting for food. As the line of settlement 
moved westward, the county was dotted with log cabins and sod houses before the coming of 
the railroad. 

Most cabins had clay floors and were roofed with clapboards or thatched with hay cover- 
ed with sod. Some of the cabin windows were covered with oiled paper or greased deerskin. 
As soon as possible, the pioneers would build a ''puncheon" floor, made of logs split in two 
and hewn smooth on the flat side with an ax. The ax and auger were used for making the 
crude furniture, usually a bed, table, some stools, benches, and shelves. 

The pioneer's tools consisted of such articles as the scythe, the wedge, a gnarly wood 
maul, a grubbing hoe, broad ax, and the frow. These tools were necessary in clearing 
the forest and getting the land ready for planting. They were also indispensable in build- 
ing the cabins. Many of the tools, including the flintlock gun, were hung near the fireplace. 

The fireplace served as a center of heat, a place for cooking, and a source of light. 


The fireplaces were sometimes built of stone and sometimes of logs lined with stone. A 
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large flat stone jaid in front of the fireplace served as a hearthstone. The chimney, made 
of sticks built up as the cabin walls were built, was plastered inside and out with mud, and 
was known by the settlers as a ''cat and mouse" chimney. 

The sod homes were described in 1872 by Mrs. C. V. Van Epps of O'Brien County as 
dugouts which were three feet or more in the ground, with a frame made of whatever the 
settlers could get, made over that. Sometimes only the sod, which was very tough, was 
cut in squares and built up. There were no floors, and the partitions, if any, were made 
by using bed quilts. 

The first houses around Quimby were built of logs when the earliest settlers came in 
1868-69. The first frame house in this area was built by John Clark, who had arrived in 


a covered wagon from Jesup in 1869. It was south of the present schoolhouse. 
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Footprints 


If you would know a people's story, 
travel the people's roads. 

The history in the books is a 

tale that men set down in 

words of their own making. 

But the roads are their footsteps, 
the paths of their restless dreams. 
Deep in the dust are the prints 

of their feet, 

Questing feet, restless feet with 
the urge of travel upon them, 
Hurrying feet, eager. to get there 
first, 

Weary feet trudging under 


heavy loads, 


From ''Footprints' by 
Hal G. Borland 
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CHAPTER 2 
Early Settlements 


The westward movement was a movement of people struggling across the land 
planting farmsteads, ranches, towns, counties, and states, They created folkleg- 
ends and heroes as they went. They sustained trials and hardships, but they were 
equal to the challenge. Their strong spirits helped them to meet and accept what- 
ever problem confronted them, 


After January 1, 1863, the frontiersman was to enjoy terms of land acquisition 
which he had long sought. The Congress of the United States had passed the Home- 
stead Law in 1862, which permitted a settler to enter a claim for a quarter section 
of land (160 acres) for cultivation and settlement, provided he was twenty-one years 
of age, a head of a family, or a citizen of the United States and had not borne arms 
against the government. By the end of a five year period, by paying a small fee he 
could receive a certificate of ownership--or he could shorten the period by paying 
$1.25 an acre. Enactment of the Homestead Law in 1862 did not nullify the Pre- 
emption Law, which had been passed earlier. Under the pre-emption system the 
government sold land for $1.25 an acre upon condition that the purchaser would occu- 
py and cultivate the land. 


Before the government could open land offices in all the counties, settlers rushed 
in to claim the land. These were known as ''squatters'', They came before the sur- 
veyors had measured the land, and measured their own, by ''stepping off'' certain 
distances each way. Fifteen hundred paces in each direction was said to include 320 
acres (one-half section) more or less. This was considered a legal claim. Bound- 
aries were marked by driving stakes into the prairie, using stones, or by blazing 
trees if the claims were in timber. These blazed trees later became known as ''wit- 
ness trees''. Many of the boundary lines were crooked, and sometimes they encroach- 
ed on other claims but it was understood among the settlers that the surveyor would 
adjust and straighten everything later. Such a claim was said to be protected by ''pre- 
emption rights", and no speculator or stranger could buy it unless he paid the claim 
Owner or squatter for the land. To break five acres of land was often considered as 
sufficient evidence of ownership to hold a claim six months. To build a cabin eight 
logs high with a roof was enough to hold the claim another six months. If a newcomer 
followed this law, his rights to the land were always respected. When Congress open- 
ed land offices in these communities, ‘settlers who had pre-emptedtheir claims hasten- 
ed to purchase these homesteads at $1.25 an acre. 


Conflicts between the Pre-emption Law and the Homestead sometimes developed. 
One example of this was when John Clark, grandfather of Keith Pearse, purchased land 
in 1871 near Washta from the Illinois Central Railroad for $9.00 an acre, and then had 
to pay the squatter $500 to get him off the land. 


Trees were often planted to mark boundaries between farms. Johnny O'Hagen, who 
built a log cabin near Washta sometime in the sixties, used trees to mark the boundar- 
ies of his farm. His cabin had a large cellar, as did most of the cabins of the early 
settlers. 
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If a settler did not build a cellar, he would have a root house dug onthe outside 
of the cabin, where food such as potatoes, turnips, carrots, pumpkins, squash, and 
cabbage was stored. Meat was smoked or salted down in stone jars of brine. Hom- 
iny was made by soaking corn in lye from wood ashes until the hull came off and the 
corn was soft. The lye water was then poured off, the corn rinsed, and cooked in 
salted water. The ''hulled corn", as it was often called, was served in bowls with 
milk, or fried in lard or butter. The hominy made thus was far superior in taste 
to the present day variety which is bought in cans in the stores, Often the pioneer 
would dry apples, corn, or peppers which would be hung in bags from the ceiling of 
the cabin. Johnnycake and corndodgers were made from cornmeal, and were cook- 
ed in a long handled skillet held overthe fire or ona flat stone leaned toward the 
heat. Meat or fowl was hung on a twisted string from a hook above the fire. 


Wild game was plentiful in Cherokee County in the early days of settlement. 
Quite often pioneers were able to kill enough prairie chickens to put down in salt in 
a barrel to be used during the long winter months. Deer, elk, bison, and wild tur- 
keys abounded, as well as plenty of fish in the rivers and streams. 


No one can say at what moment the frontier began or ended, but in this part of 
Northwest Iowa, it began with the first settlers in Pilot Township in 1856, ata site 
within three miles northeast, of Quimby, and reached its tide in the 1860's and 
1870's, when other settlers from the East came in ever increasing numbers. The 
majority of the earliest settlers in this vicinity came from Pennsylvania, but others 
came from Massachusetts, Vermont, and the other New England states, and some 
from Ohio, Illinois, and eastern Iowa, 
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From Closz, Reminiscences of Newcastle 
A Pioneer Log Cabin 
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In writing about the early settlements near Quimby, we shall first consider those 
in Pilot township, because it was there that the first Cherokee County settlers came. 
We have tried to write about the settlements within a five or six mile radius of Quimby, 
and have considered those whose descendants are well known here, or those who had 
a great deal to do with Quimby when it was begun. The common corner for the town- 
ships of Rock, Willow, Pilot, andSilver is about one fourth mile east of Floyd Harvey's 
house, or about two miles northeast of Quimby. 


The first settler in Cherokee County was Robert Perry, who came in May of 1856, 
and determined to locate in what is now known as Pilot township. He went back to 
Clayton County to get his family and returned in June. The Milford colony came in 
May at the recommendation of Mr. Perry, and their group settled near Cherokee. 
Robert Perry was the grandfather of the late Ralph Rohde of Quimby, and great grand- 
father of Mrs. Howard Smith, nee Maxine Rohde, who now lives in Rock township. A 
second colony of that year was led by George W. Banister, grandfather of Roy Little. 


Jacob Miller erected the first loghouse in 1856 at a point near Rogers Mill. 


In 1857, just one settler made his way to Pilot township--George Coonley of New York 
state. He claimed the north half of section 10, township 91, range 40, upon which he 
erected a hewed log cabin, where he remained afew months and then went to Colo- 
rado where he engaged in gold mining. He sold out his property in Pilot Township and 
never returned. 


Mails were not at all regular, especially in the winter of 1856-1857. No mails 
ran, and the settlers in Cherokee County did not know who had been elected pres- 
ident until Carlton Corbett ventured out over the crusted snowbanks in the spring 
and brought back the news of James Buchanan's election. The first post office was 
Pilot Rock and was kept at O.S. Wight's residence. Later the postoffice was lo- 
cated in Rogers Mill. It was just a few pigeon-holes. The original post-marking 
instrument is in the Stiles Museum south and east of Quimby. Clarence and Winnie 
Pennington had some envelopes post-marked ''Pilot Rock'' which they have given to 
the Sanford Museum in Cherokee. 


In about 1868, Reuben Rogers built a sawmill on the Little Sioux River, in Pilot. 
He finally added burrs and did grinding to quite an extent. About 1870, Fred Stiles 
put in a grist mill a mile and a half above the Rogers Mill on the same stream. He 
sold to E. H. Wise about 1874 and the mill was finally removed to DeLeon, a little 
village on Silver Creek. 


Millstones used in the early mills are now curiosities. Oneofthe smaller stones 
may be seen in the Quimby Cemetery where it marks the grave of Walter Harvey. 


This unique monument was planned by Mr. Harvey before his death in 1939. 


The blacksmith shop in Pilot Rock was run by John Simmons, a brother of ''Doc! 
Simmons, the first settler in Silver Township. The shop was just northeast of Rogers' 


18 


ects 3 2 Unwed ai} oft | 

sas eatin priaiinpc oon parses Weeds) 
bel odw geodt to ,eted awont diow ots atnsbussesb 
-nwo? $41 902 x9n109 aortatds 3dT .opged asw a dw 5 


e‘yovisH byolt ae stiurt dhol snotwods ai + 
«¥dentsO to 


0281 To ysM ni eatés odw: .yixed M1edoR esw omit 
o) Ased inow oF .gidemwod folid es nwond won eb 
ai senbo yaofes biolliM soAT ‘envl at bon rete: baa 


ssdotedD resn bofiise quotyg tion? bas ,yur9t 1M i 
sty jsotg bane ,ydenivO to sbiloA dqieA visi sci Jo © 1g. odd aaw ytt9ed tredoh — 


A. .qidenwot Aso ni @evil won odw (sbtoH saixeM osm | biswoH .etM lo tedtel 
813th yo io ee xs3einsa .W ee vd bol Baw oy tarkt to ‘youles er 
¢ —_— ae 


Eh ed 
Pe i ‘ ‘ r wae eine 


iM e1sg0oA réon Iniog & 36 AEB! at Sewodgol sent ad beioex9 solhib dos 
‘a Aa es es  * 
so¥ w.aWi to yslaooD 9g 108D--gitleawos Joli at yaw nid sheen taltise ain semdnebhial es 
nd doidw ogy .0> ogasn 10 qidanwot ,01 mobtocs to Wad dixon ed) bomisio oH .ateders 
[oD ot inew ost bas eftnoorwels benstseoes of sae  atdso gol bowed) s bsinets) | 
io at yiteqotqg eid two bloe sH -gciaice ie ai begsgne ed etedw obey... 
-s ; eas sca ISO 5 


ieee ec 


rr) dey of reeitenrsyepeer i 
isbasemtooe: eft 1s vs” 


Ss qidemwoT 


lise: OV =. V281-de8) to todGiw edd a2 Yllaiveges Jeeta ile 46 ton oni elieM 
-ge%g betoels ased bed odw worl ton bib yiayvoD sodonedD ai axsitive ott bas .aat 
yarmye ont af elaosdwore betau1> ont xevo two beter a ener? soili6D Tite tasbi 

ew goillo deog teti oAT .teijosls e’nensdoud sonst ewes of? Aged tdguord bas 


~of @sw SoiTloteog odt rs)sd. .soanbieet 2 ‘sigh W a: age aaw id i20. open 
est ie. 


gaidtect-teog Isaigito oAT.  Bolodsnangig wets 193 Bi 
cinniW bas conoiel). .ydemivg? to dese bak dtuoe’ 6 ca been ey eb ainerste ms 


ot nevig evad yodt daliiw Mech 4 Hi) iawn aOR ap in is wens hn ts st 
ip * s 4 r i 


toliT ai seven singe aren a bi 0 wen ® stiud 

alia beth OVE scodA yitedee & grids 

oH erate ease art cotliM as yoR 5 

obits dei hevors ot yhbeneh BN a 
ep Ly he eae ASG 


wo : 7 
“ 


ear perem atten sae ogy , 
My t Hes el Gay oy 


p Randel Mie he ‘tag: 


Atte: Mie panne 
Pe © 


bridge. The original bridge had first been built for a sum of $2,000 by the County, 
and was completed in the fall of 1866. In 1867, the structure was completely wash- 
ed away and had to be rebuilt. The new bridge was completed in August of 1872 at 
a cost of $3,700. 


Prior to 1865, the county was all in one township, but in that year it was divided 
into two--Cherokee and Pilot. In 1869 three new townships were formed by a sub- 
division of the others. 


_ After the Spirit Lake Massacre in 1857, most of the settlers left Cherokee County. 
All members of the Milford Colony in Cherokee left, but by May of that year most of 
them had returned and put ina crop. The last Indian scare occurred in 1862, when 
the Sioux Indians massacred over one thousand whites near New Ulm, Minnesota, and 
a general Indian War followed. The people at Cherokee were advised to leave, asthe 
volunteers which were led by Captain Millard felt unable to protect them. During the 
winter of 1862-1863, the only whites in Cherokee County were the soldiers and Mr. 
and Mrs. Carlton Corbett, James A. Brown and family, and Orange Wight and Robert 
Perry of Pilot Rock. George Banister, who led the second colony was one of those 
who left the county. at that time. 


The first physician was Dr. Levi Rogers, who also served as a minister of the 
Methodist Church. 


Clarence and Winnie Pennington have letters written by their aunt, Sadie Penning- 
ton, later Mrs. Gleason, mother of Mrs. Win Mighell. This lady lived to be almost 
101 years old. Following are excerpts from some of her letters written in the 1870's: 


From a letter of 1875: Prices--corn, 25¢ --oats, 25¢--pota 
toes, 20¢ --cabbage, 5¢ a head --butter, 25¢ --eggs, 15¢. 
From a letter of August 9, 1878: Mother, Angie and I wentto 
town two weeks ago tomorrow. Mr. Harding went with us 
and drove across the river. It was very high and the bottom 

so mirey. The horses both got down in the water and we 

came near getting Kate drowned. She would have drowned if 

it had not been for John Simmons. He held her head out of 

the water until help came from the mill, then they unhitched 
the horses, got Kate up, pulled the wagon around in the water, 
then hitched on again and we started again on our voyage ina 
wagon, I don't think you would have cared to see us just then 
in the middle of that wide sheet of water. John Simmons went 
ahead and guided us. We kept out of the road, for it was wash- 
ed so badly. The farther we went the deeper the water got. 
First it came up to his arms, then clear around his neck. You 
know how well our horses will always follow anyone ahead of 
them. They swam along after him so easily, all covered up 
but their heads, and we in the wagon swam along after them. 
The water washed over the wagon box. We got awful wet. When 
we got across the water on dry land on thisside, the folks onthe 
river bridge gave one loud hurrah. 
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From a letter of October 16, 1878: Ruth sells her cream. 
She gets 14¢ an inch for it this month, and 16¢ next month. 
Everything is coming up here--wheat, 97, 98 and 99cents 

per bushel, corn 13¢, potatoes 25¢, butter 11¢, eggs 10¢, 

hogs three dollars per hundred, and dry goods and grocer- 
ies are coming up also. 


November 18, 1879: Dr. Rogers died a week ago last Thurs- 
day--he was alone in his house when he died. The Dr. said 
it was an apoplexy fit for he had not been sick at all. His death 
was a great loss to the whole country. 


DR, LEVI ROGERS 
The following is an excerpt from the Cherokee County History of 1889: 


"The first physician was Dr. Levi Rogers, who located in Pilot township in 1868, 
twelve years after the county was organized and settled. He was an Englishman, 

who claimed a homestead under the act of 1863; he was unmarried and lived entire- 

ly alone. His brother was the proprietor of Roger's Mill. This pioneer physician 

had many excellent traits of character; he was a well-informed gentleman, and also 
preached to the band of early settlers up and down the Little Sioux Valley. In church 
faith he was of the Wesleyan Methodist denomination. While in many ways the good 
doctor was odd, yet his death was mourned by many in the newly settled communities."' 


Nestor Stiles wrote of Doctor Rogers in his book A Farm His- 
tory: 


May 5, 1873, Doctor Levi Rogers received his patent to 
the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Sec. 33, 
lying north of the one acre strip. He was the first Doctor 
in Cherokee County and had been living a bachelor existence 
there for several years. The cellar of his log cabin is at the 
foot of the hill on the south side of Big Hollow just above the 
Indian camp ground; the Indian trail starting up the hill there 
and the old wagon trail to the ford being on the north. In the 
summer you can see the location from a long way up or down 
the valley as it is surrounded by the great clump of Celan- 
dine Major which he started there. He chose the spot on ac- 
count of the profusion of the herbs in the Indian gardens in 
Big Hollow and transportation being what it was, he made 
many of his own medicines, Celandine was one he tried as a 
substitute for opium; digitalis is still on the south side of the 
hill; boneset, pennroyal, anise, liverwort, rue, solomon 
seal, and many others cover the hills here yet. The plant- 
ings of ''gold thread" (for sore throat) are probably from his 
garden and, as "ague'' was the plague of the pioneer, he ex- 
perimented with the bark of the prickly ash as a substitute 
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for quinine. About the only antiseptic which was used in the 
'60's was carbolic acid. 

The doctor was a short, four hundred pound man, an un- 
cle of Benson Rogers over at the mill, where ''Doc" later died. 
He had many idiosyncrasies. He had an old buckboard andteam, 
but people always had to come to call him, so he went with them 
and made them bring him back, He would not look at a patient 
until he had-been given a lunch. The favorite bite was a six 
quart ''setting' pan of milk and a loaf of bread. After attending 
to the case he was then ready to eat. He hada high, squeaky 
voice and was really very fond of botany and of his gardens. 

Levi was very well liked in cases of childbirth, because in 
those days many children were born without any attention, and 
he did have a way of inspiring confidence. After the Rogers 
bridge was built east of the Rogers Mill, Dr. Rogers moved over 
to a small house on his brother's mill site. His niece, Cora, 
married Peter Fell and is the mother of Joe Fell and Mrs. Cliff- 
ord Streed. 

Dr. Levi Rogers died having had a stroke while endeavoring 
to hitch up his team in the night time. This was certified to by 
Reuben Rogers on November 12. 


Tombstone of Dr, Levi Rogers 
In Pilot Cemetery. 
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In 1867, the nearest point to a railroad was Denison, that being the end of the North- 
west Railroad. In that year, the Henry Molyneux family moved in across the river 
north and west of our farm, with the Rogers, Warburtons, and Little families north 
and west along the river and Jacob Lauer and his wife Maria, a daughter of Henry 
Molyneux, contracting to buy land from the railroad sections and build a log house. 


In many instances, these settlers did not prove up on their claims for several 
years. Robert Perry was living on railroad land west of the river on Perry Creek 
for 17 years before he paid for it and secured a deed. Most of the above men were 
artisans, millwrights, carpenters, and shoemakers, who came from Pennsylvania; 
others were unsettled Civil War veterans and a few were more transient hunters 
and trappers. 


Timber was in great demand among the settlers and Benson Rogers built a saw- 
mill on his land. Everyone helped themselves to timber along the river from still 
unoccupied land. Settlers out on the prairie needed firewood, and Jason Backus saw 
a chance to sell out his otherwise worthless location. The old wagon trail came 
down on the north,side of Big Hollow and the Indian trail on the south, both heading 
for the old ford on the river. In the winter, this made it easier to get wood down 
to the ice on the river and to the mill or to the sod houses, dugouts and cabins. 


The Silver Creek Valley was evidently very popular with the various Indiantribes. 
Their villages lay west to the great mound onthe Little hill top, which were surround - 
ed by smaller hut mounds and burial mounds to the north, with evidence of summer 
camps at the foot of the hill near the bend of the road north of the entrance to the Cork- 
screw Road. 


Further north were the villages on the Lauer land, the Gadmer tract, and some- 
where on the other side of the river where the abandoned gravel pits now are again 
being overgrown with willow and cottonwood. Away to the south where the timber 
thinned out, was another small village, while further south on the creek was the great 
Indian cornfield in Section 24. This field, when abandoned by the Indians grew up to 
native weeds and was known to the pioneers as''the weed land", It was a common cus - 
tom for a settler who had not arrived early enough to prepare land for a crop, toplant 
a part of the ''weed land", as it had no sod to contend with, and even a few bushels of 
corn or wheat would feed a family through a winter. C. A. Stiles planted a small plot 
there in 1870 to secure seed for the following year. 


Northeast of the County bridge among the oaks on the hill seem to be places where 
winter lodging camps or squatter's cabins may have existed for a time. 


‘Part of the Stiles land, which adjoins the farms of Roy Little, Andrew Jessen, and 
Perrins is situated in southeast Pilot township and encompasses what is commonly re- 
ferred to as ''the Big Woods", which is a heavily timbered tract. It was to this area and 
the land adjoining it that the earliest settlers of Cherokee County came. It was here 
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that Robert Perry and Dr. Levi Rogers builttheir cabins. 


The land is situated at the confluence of Silver Creek and the Little Sioux River. 
The river rises in the lake region of northern Iowa and Minnesota and flows south 
and west to the Missouri. It was named by the French trappers but was called by 
the Indians ''In-yan-yan-Ke'', the place where the trails weave around the rock, re- 
ferring to the fact that it had been a great highway for them and was landmarked by 
the huge quartzite boulder a few miles north where the old trails met from every 
direction. Silver Creek is the only stream of any size in Iowa flowing in a norther- 
ly direction and was called by the Indians "Shining Water''. They had no knowledge 
of the metal, silver, until the white race came and called silver the ''shining metal". 
By mis-translation, Shining Creek became Silver Creek, 


Cabin In Pilot Township. 
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SOME OF THE PIONEER SETTLERS OF PILOT TOWNSHIP 
AS TOLD BY ROY LITTLE 


After the Milford colony came to Cherokee County in 1856, a wave of settlers 
followed during the years of 1856, 1857, and 1858. My mother's father, George W. 
Banister, led the second colony to Pilot Township from Steamboat Rock, Hardin 
County, Iowa. Grandfather was only 21; his wife 17, and they drove an ox team to 
this county. Grandfather Banister came soon after Robert Perry came, arriving 
June 17, 1856, together with two of his brothers and a brother-in-law, John Moore. 
The others were squatters and didn't stay long. Originally Grandfather ‘had come 
from Ohio to Illinois and then to Iowa. He pre-empted part of the land, andthe rest 
he got from a veteran of the War of 1812. In those days, veterans were given grants 
of land from the government, because of their services. It was before the Home- 
stead Act was passed in 1862. Grandfather settled on the land which later became 
the Bushlow farm, and one brother settled on the land where Bainbridges now live. 
The brother built a log cabin because the closest sawmill was at Sioux City. The 
other brother settled on what is now the Haight Farm. It used to be that they would 
establish land boundaries by metes and bounds and then they might use a treeora 
stone or stump as markers for corners of property. 


George Banister belonged to Company E of the Sixth Iowa Cavalry in the Civil 
War. He had enlisted October 1, 1862 after he had moved his wife and two children 
to Smithland, He and others had left the county because of the New Ulm Massacre 
in Minnesota. His regiment saw active service on the western frontier, and was 
engaged in battle against hostile Indians in South Dakota. He was honorably dis- 
charged in October, 1865, and returned to his home in Cherokee County, where he 
was elected judge in 1867. He served a term as judge and two terms as sheriff, 
and was also coroner of the county. He ran a sawmill near Cherokee, and the first 
frame school was built from logs from Banister's mill, 


Nathan Banister, my great grandfather, died in 1859, while making a visit to 
Cherokee County, and is buried in the little Pilot cemetery. The earliest grave in 
the cemetery is that of Nancy Allison Moore, wife of John Moore and sister of my 
grandmother, who came here in Grandfather George Banister's colony in 1856. 
Nancy died in 1858 when but 27 years of age. 


William P. Little, my paternal grandfather, was married to Rebecca Rogers, sis- 
ter of Reuben and Dr. Levi Rogers. Grandfather was born in Sullivan County, Penn- 
sylvania in 1812, and came to Pilot Township in 1868. He was a member of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church and served as a local preacher,. He preached many sermons 
in the Mount Zion church. One of his sons, William Martin Little, was my father. 
William P. Little homesteaded 80 acres of land in Pilot township. He could only home- 
stead 80 acres because some land was set aside for the railroad. The business men 
in Cherokee guaranteed and got the right of way for a railroad. They had planned to 
project the railroad to Omaha. 


Joe Groves homesteaded a quarter section in Pilot, and later he bought the deer 
farm, on which he built a wire fence eight feet high of 40 inch woven wire. He raised 
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deer, moose, and elk, An elk and a moose got into a fight, and the moose killed 
the elk. That ended his venture in raising elk and moose, 


John Simmons, brother of ''Doc'' Simmons, had a blacksmith shop just north of 
the Rogers bridge, near the Rogers Mill, and lived where the big cottonwoods grow 
at the north entrance of Harold Clark's farm. The old burrs from the Rogers Mill 
are buried somewhere in the river bank of the Little Sioux, and when the water is 
low, signs of the mill can still be seen. Reuben Rogers and his son, Benson, ran 
the mill, which was located about one hundred feet below the bridge. They built 
a dam out of brush, stone, and gravel. There is still quite a holeinthe side ofthe 
stream where they got gravel. The men were paid 75¢ a day for wheeling gravel 
out of the hillside to make the dam. Grandfather Little was paid $1.00 a day be- 
cause he hauled logs to Cherokee with his ox team, and got boards to be used in 
building the mill. 


Henry Molyneux, who came in 1867, was the first man to settle the area where 
my farm is located, and he sent letters back to Pennsylvania, encouraging his broth- 
ers-in-law to come. They were Reuben Rogers, James Warburton, and William 
Paine. My Grandfather Little was a brother-in-law of Rogers, but not to any of the 
others, Henry Molyneux's son, A. R., became the father of Mrs. Nestor Stiles. 


Robert Perry had a log cabin in the timber. His son, Frank, lived there for a 
while. Later, his brother, Banks, used it for a woodsman's cabin, and it stood 
until recent years. When Frank lived there, I used to accompany my parents to 
visit him. Dr. Roger's cabin was on land now owned by the Stiles family, and was 
located in a meadowon the river bottom, just north of the Perrin Mink Farm. 


Jason Backus homesteaded 80 acres in the timber close by our farm, and just 
as quickly as he secured his patent from the government, he divided it into timber 
lots which sold like hot cakes. The fellows would come down and buy an acre, then 
cut their winter's supply of wood. Thomas Scurlock's house was just in front of 
the school that is at the top of the hill where elections are still held. The bridge 
there is called Scurlock bridge. 


In March of 1870, a big winter storm caused some people to have to stay in bed 
for two days to keep warm, 


After the railroad came through, a special train used to haul cattle from Cherokee 
to the market in Chicago. My father was shipping cattle to Chicago one day, and as 
a rule, the train would stop at the Pingrey place near Cherokee long enough to allow 
men to change clothes and get cleaned up for the trip. On this particular occasion, 
an extra engine was waiting, and the train departed immediately for Chicago,and my 
father didn't get to change his clothes, so had to go to the city wearing the same 
boots and overalls in which he had loaded cattle. 


Soon after Quimby was started, a creamery was built, and people would take their 


milk to the creamery to have it separated. The first separators were quite a curios- 
ity. People would go to see them and argue about whether they could afford those 
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machines that cost around $60. We used to have a rack on our farm where slats 
were nailed and the milk pails would be placed on the racks. When the cream 
raised to the top of the milk, we would skim it. The Quimby creamery hired an 

extra boy and a team in the summers to drive a cream route. The boy lived in a 

house on the corner of Junior Law's place. There was no electricity, and the sep- 
arator was run by steam or turbine. 


The Pilot school was originally across from the cemetery, and it was built of 
logs. Then the second one was built at the foot of the hill west of Mansfields. The 
third one was where George Clark lives. It was known as the Perry school and was 
the one blown away by the Pomeroy Cyclone in 1893. A new school was then built on 
the same foundation. The church was built ten years after the first school. It was 
finally abandoned by the conference and is used now for storage on the Harry Haight 
farm. 


ROBERT PERRY 


Robert Perry, the first settler in Cherokee County, was born in the North of Ire- 
land in August, 1832, and was a son of Robert and Mary (Banks) Perry; his youth 
was passed in his native land, and in England. He came to the U. S. at the age of 
twenty-three and settled in Massachussetts. He was married in Connecticut to Miss 
Catherine McDermott, also a native of Ireland. In 1856, the couple resolved to push 
farther west, and arrived in Cherokee County in June of that year, after first stop- 
ping in Clayton County. The area was a wilderness and many Indians were nearby. 
After they had built their cabin, Mrs. Perry would sometimes see Indians coming. 
She is known to have hidden in a barrel and rolled it down the hill to escape from 
them at one time. 


Robert Perry acquired a considerable amount of land, which later passed to his 
heirs. One part of his land was willed by his son, Banks, to the Oddfellow Lodge, 
which was to use the property as a home for delinquent children. If not used for 
such purposes, it was to revert back to the estate, which it did. 


The area called the Big Woods was used as a park by the Oddfellows for some 
years. The cabin of Banks Perry was a favorite spot for picnickers, and people 
hunting wildflowers or picking gooseberries in the woods. 


Early Settler 

Robert Perry 
And 

His Wife. 
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SILVER 


The township line dividing Silver and Pilot is located on land now owned by the 
Stiles family. Jacob Lauer had his log cabin where the townships converge; the liv- 
ing room was in Pilot and the kitchen was in Silver township. Mrs. Anna Kelly 
whose mother was Ella Lauer Clark, was born in the living room of her grandfather 
Lauer's cabin, 


In reminiscing, Mrs. Kelly, Mrs. Robert Clark, and Mrs. Carl Hoeppner recall 
that their other grandfather, A. J. Clark, made his first homestead in Pilot in what 
became known as the Old Fuller Place, Loren Steemke lives there now. At that time, 
in 1869, he put up a log cabin. It was in the Clark cabin that "Doc" Simmon's daugh- 
ter, later Mrs. Donzella-Riseling, ‘was born where the Simmons first came to Sil- 
ver township. 


In 1869, the Baileys, Potters, Wills, Stiners and Morgan families arrived atold 
Fort Cherokee. The next day, July 5, 1869, John Potter, great uncle of Robert 
Stiles, walked down the river to the ford at the foot of Big Hollow past Lauer's,(now 
where Kenneth Simons lives) and struck the large boulder south of the ford on Silver 
Creek, at the center of section 5 in Silver township. From there he stepped off the 
miles on a straight line to the center of section 20, and on the land selected, he built 
his sod house, one mile east of the land selected by Erastus Bailey. 


When John Potter met Robert Perry on the flat on Perry Creek and stopped to get 
acquainted, Perry asked, ''Did you bring any cows ?''! 

John said, ''Yes, five.'' 

"Holy Mother!' Perry exclaimed, ''Five? Why, here we've got the price of butter 
up to five cents a pound and you come along and break the market.'"' 

Although Mr. Potter was a Unitarian, he helped build the Silver Methodist Church, 
and there heard the Rev. Kettle deliver the famous ''Pepper" prayer. 


"Oh, Lord, the winter will be hard, we pray that thou wilt see that some of these 
poor people each has a barrel of potatoes, a barrel of salt, a barrel of pepper--No,No, 
Lord, that's too much pepper", 


Silver township is on the south line af the county, and is bounded on the north by 
Pilot, and on the west by Willow township. ''Doc'' Simmons had the honor of being the 
first settler in 1868, and was followed in the spring of 1869 by E. B. Bailey, John 
Potter, Albert Lane, Anson Spencer and R. C. Hawn. Joseph Rankin, and his son, 
Joseph Rankin, Jr. came from Maine, as did his son-in-law, Ed Bickford; all took 
homesteads. Others who came shortly thereafter and took homesteads were Elisha 
Gleason, Thomas Hardin and George Stevenson, grandfather of Forest Stevenson, 


The first term of school was taught by Miss Martha Rogers in 1870. It was dur- 
ing that year that a school was erected by Willow Township before the division was 
effected. The first religious services were held by Dr. Levi Rogers, a Wesleyan 
Methodist in 1873. The first and only flour mill was the one moved by Henry Wise 
from Pilot Township to section 9. It was located on Silver Creek and was run by 
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water power. It was near the settlement of DeLeon. Two churches were erected 
in the township; Mt. Zion Methodist and the Silver Methodist Church, which were 
served by the same clergyman, The Baptist organization erected a chapel on Sec- 
tion l. 


The Mt. Zion church was later remodeled and used as a residence on the Har- 
old Clark farm. The Silver Church was moved to Quimby a few years ago and is 
now a part of the Lutheran Church building. The Silver Cemetery is still used as 
a burial ground by some descendents of the original settlers or by those who have 
called Silver Township their home. 


EARLY SETTLERS IN SILVER TOWNSHIP 


D. S. Simmons, early proprietor of Simmons's livery and veterinary barn in 
‘Quimby, had the distinction of being the first actual settler in Silver Township. 
He was the grandfather of Mrs. Guy Nash, and the uncle of Claude Simmons,whom 
he raised, and who still resides in Silver. ''Doc'' Simmons was born in Sullivan 
County, Pennsylvania, in 1843, and came to this county after the Civil War, in 
which he served his country. He fought in the battles of Fredricksburg and Chan- 
cellorsville; in the latter he was wounded by a minie ball, left on the field for dead, 
was taken prisoner, and paroled. Later he rejoined his regiment and participated 
in the battles of Manassas Junction, Catlett's Station, The Wilderness, Spottsylvania, 
in the last of which he was wounded once in the left foot, and in the calf of the right 
leg; he was confined for some weeks to the hospitals in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. 
He again rejoined his regiment in front of Petersburg, and was in the battle of 
Hatch's Run in which he was wounded twice, by a ball in the right foot and a piece 
of shell in the right thigh. He was again confined to the hospital for several weeks 
and afterward joined his regiment before Richmond; he was present at the time of 
Lee's surrender, and participated in the Grand Review at Washington, D.C. 


Mr. Simmons and his wife, Mary Sperry, daughter of Samuel and Mary (Penning- 
ton)Sperry, came to Silver Township in 1868, where they constructed the first resi- 
dence. It was built of logs, and its roof was poles, hay and a coating of mud. It was 
not water, air, dust or snow proof, but provided shelter from the severe winter which 
followed their coming to Iowa. He improved his farm until it was one of the best in 
the county, and in 1887 he moved to the new town of Quimby where he was the first 
person to engage in the hotel business. He soon built the first livery barn in Quimby. 
The 1889 History of Cherokee County states: 'It is well arranged, and generously 
supplied with good teams, buggies, and carriages. He makes a specialty of veter- 
inary work, in which he is very skillful, having had many years of experience in that 
line of work. His residence is one of the best in town, and was erected at a cost of 
$1,500," 
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One of the early settlers of Silver Township was Erastus Bowen Bailey, who 
came to the county in 1869, from McGregor, Iowa, where he had emigrated 
from Haddam, Connecticut. One of his daughters, Mary, was the wife of John 
Potter, an early settler of Silver. Another daughter, Frances Leah, married 
Charles Stiles, father of Nestor Stiles. In his book, Mr. Stiles writes the fol- 
lowing account: 


"Grandfather Bailey was an expert cabinet maker by trade 
as well as a bell maker. He selected land in section 20a 
mile west of the Potter place and the first evening after 
leaving Cherokee in July 1869, they camped on Four Mile 
Creek near a big cottonwood on their own land, about op- 
posite the farm where Duane Hollenbeck lives. While the 
men unspanned the teams, the boys and _ girls caught 
enough fish for the whole party for supper, none lessthan 
sixteen inches long. He made the first motion to build a 
schoolhouse in Silver Township. My mother, Frances 
Leah, was his daughter and it was on his farm that she 
ran two miles to set a back fire and save the buildings 
from the last great prairie fire that swept up Four Mile 
Creek. Grandmother Bailey's cousins, Anson and Eli 
Spencer, built the old house which still stands on the hill 
south of the Bailey land. In 1876, they built the first barb- 
wire fence in Silver about the center of the south side of 
the section of wrought iron square sectioned wire which 
still stands there. Eli had selected the building spot so 
he could see out over the vast prairie and watch for the 
incoming caravans, But after awhile he became homesick 
for the: sea and went back East. 


"April 7, 1873, Jason Backus sold big lot #82 to Milton Jenness for $42.00 
for the fourteen acres, a bargain price because there wasn't much wood on it 
except the old Indian plum orchards which still are there. Dr. Parnel, the 
great botanist, loved to work through them and note the varieties. He often re- 
marked that anyone could locate an old Indian village or cemetery by the plum 
trees. The orchard extends over on other lots and it was among them that 
Uncle John found the ''Potter Plum'' which was propagated and sold from his 
place and the old Hickman and Roddis plots and nursery near Marcus and in 
Sheridan Township. Milton Jenness was a twin brother of Myron, Milt living 
on the south side of the road a mile south where the road crosses Silver Creek. 
Myron lived on the north side at the foot of the hill just east of the spring there. 
You can find the spot by noting the big boxelder tree that has grown up through 
and filled the old iron wheel of one of the first harvesters in the county." 
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T. E..STEVENSON 


When T. E. Stevenson, father of Clarence and Frank Stevenson, and Mrs. George 
Laposky, of Quimby, first came to Silver Township in April of 1869, the nearest out- 
post of civilization was Denison, and there were no roads or fences to guide the trav- 
-eler over the trackless prairies. T. E. Stevenson was seven years old when he ac- 
companied his patents, Mr.and Mrs. George Stevenson, to their new home. They ar- 
rived in Denison by train from Sonestown, Pennsylvania, and were met by Henry Hunt- 
singer and D, S. Simmons, who had covered wagons and ox teams. 


The family homesteaded on a quarter section two miles east of the present site of 
Quimby, and now occupied by Clarence and Winnie Pennington. They began the con- 
struction of a log house on the tract as the first activity. It was ready for occupancy 
in about three weeks. During the time the house was being built, the family was enter- 
tained in the home of the Simmons', which was one half mile away. The Simmons' 
home was a one room 16X18 log cabin and in the three weeks the Stevensons were erect- 
ing their home, it housed seventeen people. 


Four or five years later, Milton Jenness built a log house about a mile east of the 
Stevenson place, which later served as the first schoolhouse for the community. School 
was held there for several years until a frame building replaced the log house in Silver 
Cemetery, 25 miles away. Two years later a frame schoolhouse was built a half-mile 
east and it later served as a church. In 1877, the Mount Zion Methodist Church was 
about a half mile west of the Stevenson home. There were frequent visits in these homes 
from friendly Indians. 


In 1883, Mr. Stevenson was united in marriage to Ettie Allen, daughter of Lucius 
Allen, who originally owned the land where the little village of DeLeon stood. She also 
was an early settler, having moved to Silver township with her parents in 1879 from 
Monticello, Iowa. They spent the years, until they retired to Quimby, in 1915, on the 
farm now owned by Howard Johns, except for the years of 1895 and 1896 when he was a 
barber in Quimby. 


PIONEER DAYS NEAR QUIMBY, IOWA 
BY JESSE E, PENNINGTON, LINN GROVE, IOWA 


I came with my parents to Cherokee County in March, 1880, and settled on the farm 
now occupied by Clarence and Winnie Pennington. This farm was purchased by my father, 
William S. Pennington, from George Stevenson who had taken it as a homestead, Here 
I grew up and spent the early days of my life. 


The nearest town was Cherokee, about ten miles away and about the only mode of trav- 
el those days was walking, riding horse back or in the lumber wagon. The only bridges in 


the county were across the Little Sioux river and the roads were just winding trails. 


In describing Quimby I will go back to the foundation--the little town of DeLeon which 
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started about 1883 or 1884 was on the banks of Silver Creek about four miles east of 
where Quimby stands now. The town consisted of a grocery store owned and oper- 
ated by B. B. Purcel and two daughters. Mr. Purcel was also postmaster. Ablack- 
smith shop was owned and operated by a Mr. Keith and son Dick, who also had a res- 
idence at DeLeon. The father of Al Patton had a residence across on the north side 
of the creek and operated his shoe repair shop inthis house. Henry Wise, a native 
of Germany, ran a flour mill a short distance down the creek. Mail was brought 
from Cherokee twice a week by Jesse McCurry, a resident of the community who 
sometimes took the trip on foot, sometimes on horseback and sometimes with an ox 
team. Once he went with a mule and a cow hitched to the wagon and no two wheels on 
the wagon were alike. This little village showed its patriotism by celebrating the 
fourth of July with a home made merry-go-round, a bowery dance, a callithumpion 
parade and fireworks in the evening. 


About 1887 the Illinois Central railroad decided to extend its lines by building a 
branch road from Cherokee to Sioux Falls and another from Cherokee to Onawa. 


A new town was started at the present site. I can remember when there was noth- 
ing but an oatfield where Quimby now stands. The land on the west side of Main 
Street was all owned by A, J. Clark and sons and most of it on the east side belonged 
to the Sellers ranch and there was some argument about what to name the town. Some 
wanted to call it Clarksville and some wanted to call it Sellersville but they comprom- 
ised by naming it Quimby for Dr. Quimby, an official of the I. C. R. R. Co. 


All of the buildings from DeLeon were moved to Quimby. The grocery store was 
sold to another party after being moved and Andrew Hiscox continued to sell groceries 
from it. Some years later it was sold to Silas Gilmore and he continued to sell groc- 
eries for a number of years and then the building burned down. The blacksmith shop 
which Mr. Keith moved in also burned down, The family of Eugene Sargent occupied 
the Keith house for a number of years, Ido not know what became of the Patten house. 


The first new buildings in Quimby that I know of were two elevators. The one on the 
west side of Main Street was built by Theo. Closz and operated by him for many years. 
The one farther west was built by Western Grain Co. These elevators were built and 
full of grain before the railroad company had the rails laid. 


The railroad grade was all built with horses and wheel scrapers. Many farmers 
along the way worked on the railroad in their spare time. 


Many changes have taken place in my time and I wonder how many more will take 
place. 


About 1902 or 1903 the rural telephone began to come into general use. A few far- 
mers in the Quimby vicinity organized a small company with seven stockholders and 
built one line from Quimby to Washta. Then the following year another was built and a 
small switchboard was installed to connect the two lines. The following year telephone 
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business was booming. It was necessary to build a lot of new line, order a new 
switchboard of the modern type and build an up to date modern exchange. I hap- 
pened to be the man in charge at that time, and had the honor of building Quimby's 
first telephone exchange. The first switch board operator to be employed in 
Quimby was Bessie Ross, now Mrs. Earl Mahoney. 


The first Doctor in Quimby was Dr. Peter McGregor and the first veterinarian 
was D. S. Simmons who also operated the first hotel and the first livery barn. 


The two oldest, early day school houses in the Quimby vicinity that I remember 
were one at the foot of the hill south of town on what was once the Day farm and the 
other about two miles southwest on a sidehill on the river road near the Webb farm. 


That is about all the early day history I know. I will not attempt to tell any of the 
later day happenings but will leave these to the younger generation, who know much 
more about later events thanI do. Before signing off I will tell the readers of a few 
early day incidents which I can remember. 
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Mr. Henry Huntsinger, who lived with his family on a homestead in 
Section 6 of Silver township, walked to Sioux City, a distance of 120 
miles round trip and brought home flour on a hand sled. 


As I first remember there were not many newspapers printed. My 
parents would get a letter once in a while from relatives in the East 
who would be wondering if we had been scalped by the Indians yet. 


One day I went with my father to Pilot Rock postoffice which was lo- 
cated in Rogers Mill about two miles north of us. When we arrived 
we went into a room they called an office. The floor was made of 
wide boards with some very wide cracks between and we could look 
down and see the river running along underneath us. No one was 
around so we started up a flight of creaky stairs. The mill was rum- 
bling and roaring. We found the miller with his clothes white with 
flour and he had a liberal amount in his beard. We told him our err- 
and and he went down with us and took down a cigar box from the shelf 
and looked over the half dozen or more letters. I don't remember if 
we got anything or not. 


I don't think many of our readers know that the first power washing 
machine in the Quimby vicinity was made and operated by Mr. O. G. 
Stevenson, father of Forrest Stevenson. It was made by remodeling 
a hand washer and connecting it with a horse power made from a dis- 
carded McCormack binder. One of Mr. Stevenson's farm horses was 
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used for power. Mr. Stevenson did most, if not all the mechanical 
work in the manufacture of this machine, which was in use long be- 
fore the factory made machines were ever heard of. 


Another item of interest was our little church on the hill called ''Mt. 
Zion''. This church and two others were organized about 1884 or 1885 
by Rev. J. W. Southwell, a Methodist minister working in the locality. 
The people in the community hauled the lumber and did a lotofthe work. 
A professional carpenter was called in to put on the finishing touches. 
This little church stood on the north side of the road at the top of the 
hill just a short distance west of the Bennett place on land now belong- 
ing to Harold Clark. This church attracted some good crowds in its 
time. In good weather a large number of the young people walked, 
some of the older people came in lumber wagons, and occasionally a 
spring wagon. Top buggies were few and far between those days---- 
anyone owning one was considered wealthy. A number of the small 
boys would come to Sunday School barefoot. Several years after 
Quimby started, churches were built and Mt. Zion began to dwindle 
and some years later closed up and quit. It now does duty as a res- 
idence on the Harold Clark farm nearby. 


FAMOUS TALES BY -- KASPER GADMER 


Many frontiersmen engaged in telling tall tales or boasting for the fun of it. Some 
of the tales had a philosophical undertone; others were purely for amusement. Resi- 
dents of Quimby recall some of the stories told by Kasper Gadmer, uncle of Harry 
VanAmberg of Quimby. When ''Kap" had an appreciative audience, he would become 
expansive, and his tales which were told in dead seriousness, would become taller 
as he warmed to his subject. Kap was a man of integrity in all his business deals, 
but his quick wit and active imagination were definite assets in spinning his tales for 
the amusement of others. In Nestor Stiles' book, A Farm History, he says of his 
friend: 


Kasper Gadmer was brought to the old farm in Silver township in 1874 
when he was six months old, and lived there nearly all his life. His 
grandfather, Joshua Lathrop, bought the farm that year for $6.10 an 
acre and built a log cabin in the now vacant grove on the south side 
where the last remaining stand in western Iowa of native Iowa wild 
apples still exists. 


Henry, or Heinrich Gadmer, was a Swiss and married Alice, the dau- 
ghter of Joshua Lathrop,and. Kasper was the only son, the other child- 
ren being all girls. In Switzerland, the family name was von Gottemier, 
with a lineage running back to the days of the crusades when a remote 
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ancestor was knighted as the Guardian of the Lake. He is supposed to 
have served in the far East with Richard the Lion Hearted of England. 
When Kasper died February 4, 1952, he was the last male of the line. 
He had an Uncle Nick who was the last blacksmith at the old shop by the 
Rogers Bridge, moving away when the railroad came to Quimby, and he 
had no children. It was Nick who raised the mare ''Nellie Gray"! that at 
one time held the world trotting record. 


Kap was able to ''make up'' with any animal, and to get any plant to grow. 
A man of very keen eyesight, he was a great observer and student of na- 
ture, knew every wild plant for miles around and the habits of every wild 
thing along the river and creeks. He never seemed to care about making 
money but on the other hand always had something to sell. He was a 
skillful mechanic and blacksmith and in his old tool shed he could always 
find. the repairs and tools to help any neighbor with repairs. He was a 
capable surveyor, and an expert with explosives. He was always ready 
and willing to help anyone in the neighborhood and no one ever heard him 
say a mean word about anyone. There never was such a gathering of the 
people of Pilot, Silver and Willow Townships as there was at his funer- 
al. 


We are enclosing some of his better known stories in this book for their entertain- 
ment value. Of necessity, because of lack of space, we must leave out many of them. 


When Kap was a young man, salesmen used to through the country 
selling ''spectacles''". One called on Kap and got rather insistent about 
selling him a pair. He was working over on the South 40 where one can 
see for a long way out across Silver Creek Valley. Kap said, ''Man, 
how far can you see with those glasses? Can you see that windmill over 
there about two miles?'' Not to be stumped, the salesman looked and 
said he could. ''Can you see the fly on the top of the vane? '' Kap asked. 
Staring intently the man said he could. Kap explained, ''Look, that fly 
just made a speck.'' The eye specialist turned, got in his buggy and 
silently drove away. 


One year the home crop of potatoes was generally so bad Kap 
proposed that he and Hank Lauer go up in Minnesota and bring back 
some spuds, In telling George Totman about it, Kap said they gota 
full load. They had 50 bushels for Lauers, and Kap kept 50 bushels, 
besides some for seed the next year, and Art Jones got 40 bushels and 
Doc Brewer got 25 bushels, and Littles got 30 bushels, and Penning- 
tons got 25 bushels, and Jennesses got 20 bushels and Hanlons got 25 
bushels and there were still some left in case of need. George remark- 
ed, ''Kap, you couldn't get that many spuds on the old truck box," 
"Well,'' returned Kap, ''You see, George, they was awful small po- 
tatoes."’ ; 
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It was in Dakota that research shows that the fish story start- 
ed. At the ranch, they had a plank fish trough to water the horses, 
Kap caught a mud catfish down in the White River and it was still 
alive when he got home, so he put it in the horse trough. One end of 
the trough was a little higher than the other, so when hot summer 
came, there was more water in one end than the other and sometimes 
the shallow end got quite bare. Kap would stop every morning and 
sprinkle a little soaked corn in the shallow end and old ''Muddy"', as 
he called the fish, would come up and feed. The fish soon learnedto 
crawl up on the bare bottom of the trough, and by the end of summer 
he did this readily. So Kap got to taking ''Muddy'"' out on the ground 
and the fish would follow him around until he got his corn. But one 
day a strange cowboy came in to water his pony and turned the water 
from the artesian well into the trough and poor ''Muddy'' drowned. 


One day Kap was limping, and Nestor Stiles asked him how 
he hurt his leg. ‘Well, I'll tell ye--I was going down to the creek in 
the pasture and my old bull took after me. I grabbed up a pole and 
ran to jump over the creek, and when I was half way over, here 
comes Irving Johnson's bull. I turned around so quick I sprained my 
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Kap was discussing spray painting with some friends and was 
reminded of the time in Dakota he went up to paint a high windmill. 
The wind came up so strong it blew the paint right off the brush and 
the next day he found he had painted one side of a claim shack half a 
mile away. 


There are a lot of rattlesnakes in Dakota, and Kap found one 
_and was teasing it with a long stick. The snake struck the stick and 
the stick in an hour swelled up to twice its size. In a winter blizzard 
he was caught out on the prairie on foot. Stumbling along, he came 
to the carcass of a horse, dead a long time, the dry hide still cover- 
ing its bones. Kap passed the night there with 12 wolves who had 
found the refuge before he did. 


Kap was asked ifhe ever found any pearls in the river clams. 
"Lots of them.'' he said. "I learned that from the Winnebagoes. 
They ate lots of clams and gave the pearls to their kids to play with. 
Why, one time we were using them to play marbles for ''keeps", and 
I had a gallon of 'em."' ''How big a pearl did you ever find?'', he was 
asked. ''Well, I used to wade up the river by the sand bars hunting 
clams and pearls; and I always carried a bottle with a wide mouth 
about as big across as a half dollar with a cork init, and I kept it in 
the breast pocket of my overalls. I come on to a big clam and open-, 
ed it, and there was the biggest pearl I ever saw. I held it careful in 
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one hand, got out the bottle with the other, pulled the cork with my 
teeth, and dropped in the pearl. It was so big it knocked the bottom 
out of the bottle and fell in the river, and I never could find it again." 


Occasionally Kap would tell a story about someone in the 
neighborhood. For instance there was an old fellow lived down the 
river, and a week after his wife died he got married again. The 
gang all got together that night to go down and charivari the newly 
married couple with tin pans, horns, guns, and any other noise- 
maker handy. The cabin was dark, but as the great noise started, 
they could see a match flicker. A lamp was lighted, and the man 
came to the door in his night shirt and held up his hand. ''Sh! Quiet, 
boys. Don't you know you shouldn't make 30 much noise whenthere's 
just been a death in the family ?"' 


One time the question came up about what to do with an old 
hog. Kap said it was more profitable to butcher one than to sell 
him. Someone present objected that the meat would be too toughto 
eat. Kap said it wouldn't be if you did it right. ''The night before 
you butcher, you feed him good and fix a nice clean bed of straw 
for him, and at sunrise, while he's still asleep, you sneak up quiet- 
like and shoot him right through the brain a little towards the back 
of his head. It kills him instantly, and without even a twitch. The 
meat will be tender. We butchered one once that was over three 
years old. We had to raise the chain on the big tree up one whole 
limb to fix the block and tackle so we could get his head off the 
ground, and we put up the ladder to reach his hind feet. He was too 
big to scald, so we skinned him. Doc Brewer came along and wanted 
some sausage, and we made him two heaping dishpans full. We fried 
out the lard in the kettle and got 300 pounds. Father tended to weigh-. 
ing and curing the meat as we cut it up. He put down two barrels of 
salt pork, and the hams weighed 150 pounds apiece, the shoulders 100 
pounds, and there was six hundred pounds of bacon in the smoke house. 
Mother made a tub of head-cheese, and we had enough sausage left to 
last all winter.'' Someone ventured a guess that if the hog dressed out 
65%, he must have weighed aton. ''Yep,'' said Kap, ''We weighed him 
the day before on the hay scales---2004 pounds, '! 


He was once asked how he could tell the age of his mules. He 
explained that a mule was always careful of his diet, that you could 
tell an old mule's age, after his teeth were fully marked, by the 
spring of the ribs. In a young mule the ribs are wide apart so he can 
eat more and grow, and as he gets older, the ribs get closer together 
and at 70 years they touch each other, and within a year that chokes 
off the breathing, and the mule dies. He remembered with pleasure 
the time Henry Gadmer had to mortgage the mules to buy some seed 
and feed, and the city-broke banker made the mortgage read, ''two 
bay mules and the increase therefrom, "' 
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Years ago, Nestor Stiles gave Kap one of his pups, a pointer. 
Kap insisted she was the smartest dog he ever had. Ona very cold 
day in January, Kap went into the bank, and Nector remarked how 
cold it was. ''Yep,'' said Kap, ''40 below this morning, coldest morn- 
ing yet, and first time my scheme hasn't worked.'' Nestor went along 
with him and asked what the scheme was. Kap started in full power; 
"It's been so cold that I hate to get up in the morning and stick my head 
. out to see what clothes to put on to go out and do the chores. Old Nell 
always sleeps right by my bed, and one morning, just kidding, I asked 
her, ''Nell, how cold is it?'' That gave mean idea. I took her out and 
showed her the thermometer that hangs on the big tree by the kitchen 
door. I showed her the red line on it, and we went back in the house. 
There is a door frame right by my bed. I took and marked it offlike 
a thermometer, starting about three feet up and got to 20 degrees be-| 
low zero right at the floor. Old Nell sat and watched. In a few days 
she got the idea. I'd wake up and say, ''Nell, how cold is it?", and 
she'd go out, look at the thermometer and put her nose up on the door 
frame at just the right spot. It sure worked fine, until this morning. 
I sent her out, and waited, and she didn't come back, and I could hear 
her barking somewhere, so I got my clothes and went out. There 
were her tracks in the snow going over to the tree, and dancing around 
some, and then leading off around the house. I followed the tracks. 
On that side there is a place where a stone has fallen out of the foun- 
dation, and the tracks led there and then back under the house. There 
is a post right under the door frame supporting the floor, and there was 
Old Nell, with her nose up against the post at 40 degrees below zero."' 


THE JAMES BROTHERS 


The James brothers, Frank and Jesse, were sons of a Baptist preacher who owned 
a farm in Clay County, Mo. The family were Southern in their sympathies during the 
Civil War, and as a consequence were persecuted by their Union neighbors. In order 
to get revenge, Jesse joined Quantrell's guerillas and soon earned a name for reck- 
less daring. At the end of the war, he returned to his home desperately wounded. Soon, 
however, he was outlawed and from that time until his death was constantly pursued 
by the law. He and his brother Frank gained world wide notoriety because of their bank 
and train robberies. A $10,000 reward was finally put up by the governor of Missouri 
for the capture of Jesse, dead or alive. Tempted by this bribe, two members of his 
own band, Robert and Charles Ford, killed Jesse on April 3, 1882 at his home in St. 
Joseph, Missouri. 


During the period from 1866 to 1882, the James brothers and their gang were known 
to have traveled the Little Sioux Valley and were often seen between Cherokee and Cor- 
rectionville. They did a lot of their riding at night and slept under cover of trees and 
bushes during the day. 
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An amusing incident is told about one of their appearances. George Warner,an 
early settler living east of Quimby, decided to go plum picking. Wild plums grew 
in abundance in thickets near the river and were about the only available fruit. He 
knew of an especially heavy thicket north of his home site. 


Arriving at his destination, he set down his pails and started picking plums. Sud- 
denly a voice said, ''Old man, I think you can find better plums somewhere else,'"! 
Peering back into the thicket, Warner saw four men stretched out in the cool shelter 
of the thicket, resting. Guns lay beside the men. Farther on he could see their 
horses. From pictures and descriptions, he recognized them as the James Boys. 


There was no argument. The old fellow agreed, too, that there were probably 
better plums elsewhere. He grabbed his pails and beat a hasty retreat. 


Once Jesse and his gang stopped at a country schoolhouse a few miles southeast of 
Quimby to water their horses. The larger boys who were out for recess admired the 
horses and were in turn questioned about their father's horses. The Bailey boys, 
Ross and Archie, bragged about their father's beautiful teams of horses and by night- 
fall their father learned of this. He made the boys turn the horses loose onthe prairie. 
and days later, after the horse-stealing James brothers had left the country, the 
Bailey boys were obliged to walk many miles rounding up the horses, Ross and 
Archie grew to manhood with a personal grievance against Jesse James. The Bailey 
boys were nephews of Mrs. Mary Potter, revered pioneer woman of Cherokee County. 
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WENDELL 
As told by Mrs. Robin Stanford 


Before Quimby was started, the highway was an ungraded wagon track across the 
prairie from Correctionville to Cherokee. It wound along the river on the west side 
with a stage stop at Whismans' house, across from the present site of Washta, and 
with another stage stop at a place called Wendell, a few miles up the river. Traces 
of another old road leading from the northwest to Wendell can still be seen. The 
"highway" turned east at Wendell and forded the river. From there, it went to the 
tiny settlement of DeLeon, on Silver Creek, four miles east of Quimby. The Wen- 
dell stage stop and post office was a farmhouse, the home of Mr. and Mrs. A. L. 
Foster, and was about three miles southwest of Quimby, as the crow flies. The 
Fosters lived there ten or twelve years, and the house still stands on the Albert 
Meyer farm. 


The room used for the post office was described in detail by the late Robin Stan- 
ford, who went there to get mail when he was a small boy, about 1890. Ina corner 
near the window was a large desk with pigeonholes that held each families' mail. 
The long chain that held the keys to the mail bags was fastened to the wall. 


During a recent remodeling project, two letters written by Arthur Fetter were 
found by the Meyers, The letters were found in a wall beneath the wirdow, and had 
never been postmarked, undoubtedly because they had been misplaced. The contents 
of the two letters are reproduced below. One is dated with a Washta heading, per- 
haps because Wendell was no longer used, since the settlement of Washta was start- 
ed on the west side of the river in 1867. The letters are copied as Mr. Foster wrote 
them. 


March 11, 1870 
Dear Ma: 


How are you getting along, are any more sick or are you 
getting better. Ihope youare. We are all well here now except 
Pa. He hurt his back pretty bad and has not been able to do any- 
thing since. We are going to seeding to-morrow if it don't storm. 
It stormed here Friday pretty hard. It hailed and the wind blew 
the roof off the shop and barn, 


Mr. Thurber is here tonight. He gave me a tract to read 
next Sunday night. I tell you we are having splendid Temperance 
meetings here now. 


May and I went to go acrost the river Sunday and when she 
got into the river and when she was about half way acrost, the sad- 
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dle turned and she rolled off like a pumpkin into the water. She 
came back and got on some dry clothes and tried it again and that 
time we got over all right. Mrs. Little wants you to write to her. 
When are you coming home anyway. Iam getting anxious for that 
orange you promised to bring me. 


Well I must stop Maggie went to bed at six o'clock tonight. 


Goodbye, 


Arthur 


August 20, 1878 
Washta 
Iowa 


Friends at Round Lake. I have not heard from you for 
such a long time that I had almost forgot that you are in exist- 
ance. How are you anyway. I want you to write me a long letter 
and tell me all the news you can here of. We are all well here at 
present. Ma is away to a camp meeting at Smithland. Pa is up 
to town to get a load of bridge iron. By the way I forgot to tell 
you that we are going to have a new iron Bridge opposite Mr. Wis- 
mans house. The Clinton Bridge Co. builds it I believe. 


Harvest is over but our wheat is poor. Corn is the best I 
have seen it for many years. What will be the chances of hunting 
ducks and geese this fall up where you are. Ihave been thinking 
some of coming up there a few days this fall to hunt. 


Harvey is d ing pretty well this year his corn is about the 
best Ihave seen on tie river. Nelse has rented part of the place 
again for next year. 


They still lhve---Mr. Thurber's old mares he has gothim 
a new harness though. He had a good corn crop this year but his 
wheat is not worth cutting. 


P Wright is back again and is Laying around as usual. Well 
I must close as I have been scribling about what dont interest you 
very much. But I want you to write me a long letter anyway. I 
expect dora has grown so that I would hardly know her. 


Well Mr. Bassett Iam conceited enough to think I canbeat 
you shooting. I beat Pa the other day 3 to 1 at young praire chickens 
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as I have scribbled enough I will quit 
Yours Respectfully 
Washta Iowa Arthur Foster 


Cherokee County 


WILLOW 


At.the close of the great Civil War, Moses Pearson and his family came from Iowa 
Falls to Willow and homesteaded land in 1866, becoming the first settlers in the town- 
ship. 


The Pearson family had first stopped at Pilot Rock, where a number of earlier set- 
tlers were already living. Martin G. Williams and G. W. Rany were also settlers of 
1866, and came soon after Moses Pearson. The earliest settlers settled on section 30 
and 31 near the present site of Washta in the years 1866 and 1867. 


Another early settler, who also homesteaded, was G. B. Gano who came from De- 
Witt County, Iowa, in July of 1866. He was an uncle of Jay Gano. He homesteaded a 
mile west and about a mile north of Washta. 


A. G. Whisman, grandfather of Mrs. Annie Stroud and Mrs. Elmer Glidewell, came 
to the township and took up his homestead at a site near Washta in 1867. 


Eighty-eight year old Miss Cora Smith, of Sioux City, daughter of Charles 
M. Smith, one of the early settlers of Willow, writes that she can remember 
the Wendell stage stop, and the school, near the bridge. She says, ''We had a 
circuit rider who preached in the schoolhouse. My sister taught in the Purcell 
School for several terms at $15 a month. The stage coach came to Wendelland 
Washta once a week. The Washta post office was inA. J. Whisman's home. He 
was the early settler who named Washta. When he was out hunting one day, he 
met an Indian who said, 'Washta, Washta', which meant, 'good, good', From 
that he named our town Washta, '! 
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JOHHNY O'HAGEN 


One of the last log cabins to be torn down in this area was that of Johnny O'Hagen, 
northeast of Washta on highway 31. It served as a reminder of pioneer days until 
the 1940's. He was a strange Irishman who had given up a career in law to live on 
the prairie. He invented fantastic nicknames for everyone in the community, and in- 
sisted on calling them by these names. He was often involved in lawsuits because of 
his trouble with the railroad men. His land lay near the railroad and he quarreled 
with the railroad men unceasingly. They would point out to him where the boundaries 
of his farm should be, and as soon as they would set the stakes in place, O'Hagen 
would move them at night and put them where he thought they should be. He also had 
the idea that the highway should not run through his land. Later, the route of the 
highway was changed so that it no longer ran through his farm, 


On a cold snowy winter morning, Mr. O'Hagen was found underneath a railroad 
trestle, frozen to death. His dog was keeping watch beside him and his horse, still 
hitched to the buggy, was loose on the roadside. Years later, some of his stories and 
escapades became almost legendary. 


One of the stories that he liked to tell was recalled by Mr. Nestor Stiles in his book, 
The story runs as follows: 


One very cold winter day while he was splitting wood on a stump 
by the cabin, a neighbor slipped up behind him and yelled. John 
jumped just as the hatchet came down and it cut his left thumb off 
between the first and second joints, the end flying down in the snow. 
John, as quick as a flash, picked up the piece of thumb, and put it 
back on the cut end. Taking the big cud of tobacco out of his mouth, 
he slapped it around the cut, wrapped his old bandana handkerchief 
around the repaired thumb and that was that. Later he would show 
it to anyone who would listen and say, ''Look at the darn thing.'' In 
his haste he had placed the piece on backwards and the thumb nail 
was on the ball side of the thumb. 


Mrs. Flora Pearse used to tell of an experience near the O'Hagen cabin. There 
had been a house raising, and she was walking home with a girl friend. It had grown 
dark, and Flora thought she saw two animal eyes gleaming in the darkness. The set- 
tlers had talked for days about a panther, and she was convinced that this was the 
brute. She was frightened, and began to run swiftly, but her friend, who was short 
and fat, soon lagged far behind. Flora pulled her by main force up the hill. They 
came upon Johnny O'Hagen near his cabin. He was carrying a lantern and a pail, 
and his dogs were following him. The dogs suddenly bolted for the cabin, and al- 
most upset their master when they scented the panther. They made it safely to 
the cabin, and the dogs cowered against the walls. Years later, Flora would tell 
her children and grandchildren about the experience, and recall the blood chilling 
scream of the panther as she heard it that night. After the young ladies stayed in 
the cabin until all was quiet outside, Johnny O'Hagen took his gun down from the 
wall and accompanied them the rest of the way home. 
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THE CLARK BROTHERS 


The earliest settlers in the vicinity of Quimby were the Clark brothers, Andrew J., 
Jonah, and John, who originally came from Bedford County, Pennsylvania. 


Jonah and A. J. had first come to this county on horseback before the time of the 
Civil War and had looked over the land, At that time, A. J. was only 16 years old, 
and Jonah was but 13. They returned to their home in Bedford County, where A. J. 
stayed until he was twenty-one. He again came west in 1859, to Black Hawk County, 
where he married MissRose Ann Taylor. The young couple went by ox team to Topeka, 
Kansas, where they lived for a time on some land owned by his father, Isaac Clark. 


Later, after prospecting and mining in Colorado, he returned to Black Hawk County, 
and in 1869 he came by ox team and covered wagonto Cherokee County. He built a log 
cabin about two miles northeast of Quimby on what later became known as the''Fuller 
riace, ° 


The first season he was here, he broke 200 acres of land, and kept adding to his 
holdings until he acquired 1661 acres. He probably broke more land than anyone else 


in the eastern part of the county, his breaking teams often numbering from 10 to 15 
yoke of oxen. He moved from the original homestead to one about one-half mile 
west of Quimby, now known as the Frank Stevenson farm. 


Later he engaged in business in Quimby and became Quimby's first postmaster, 
He owned an agricultural implement business, a general store, and a blacksmith 
shop. In the early 1900's he built a race track and in 1909 he erected the building, 
which he used for a theatre, where the laundromat is now located. He also built the 
white bank building after the disastrous fire of 1914. Half of Quimby was platted on 
his land. 


Andrew Clark was the grandfather of Mrs. Edgar Fassler, and of the children 
of Isaac Clark and Mrs. Ida Mahoney. He lived to be 98 years of age and died in 
1934. 


Jonah Clark came in April of 1869 by covered wagon and homesteaded the farm 
where William Meyer now lives. He acquired 400 acres of land. He was known as 
"Uncle Doc". His children were John A., father of Mrs. Tom Van Amberg; Elmer, 
father of Harold Clark; and the late Mrs. Elsie Smith, mother of Howard Smith. 
Harold lives on land east of Quimby which was owned by his grandfather. Jonahand 
his wife raised Henry ''Dutch'" Riseling, a nephew of Mrs. Clark. 


John Clark also came by ox team and covered wagon from near Jesup in Black 
Hawk County, in 1869, and built the first frame house just south of Quimby. His, 
granddaughter, Mrs. Floyd McCorkel and her husband own the land homesteaded by 
John. However, he and his family soon moved to a site near Washta. One of his 
daughters was Mrs. Flora Pearse, mother of Keith Pearse, Saylor Pearse and Mrs, 
Oliver Hunt.and Mrs. Floyd McCorkely 
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Early Pioneer Settler Of The Quimby Area. 
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GEORGE SELLERS 


Mr. Sellers came to Cherokee County in 1870 where he bought 360 acres of land, 
adding to it unit] he owned over 1500 acres, all of which was in Willow Township, 
except for 160 acres in Silver. He built his home where Ross Pinkerton now lives 
and his holdings became known as the Seller's Ranch, In 1889, he owned 300 head 
of cattle, 25 horses, raised 14,000 bushels of corn, 4,000 bushels of oats, 1000 
bushels of barley, and had formerly raised as much as 4,000 bushels of wheat. He 
shipped 7 carloads of cattle annually. The east part of Quimby was platted on land 
owned by Mr. Sellers. 
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Threshing On The Jonah Clark Farm, 
Steamer Machine Was Owned By Rufus Pelton 
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Another Early Threshing Scene In Silver Township 
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One of the first mail carriers in Cherokee County. (Picture 
taken around 1908). His name was B. Pittswood, more com- 
monly called ''Grandpa'"'. 


Girl is believed to Pauline Wiese, daughter of Lew Wiese, or 
Mrs. Victor Skadeland, Jesse Pennington's adopted daughter, 
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CHAPTER 3 
Disaatou Sn And Near Quinby 


People who rushed westward with 
hopes of claiming their share of the 
national domain, had to combat arid- 
ity and a lack of timber, as well as 
insect scourges, prairie fires, tor- 
nadoes, blizzards, dust storms and 
dry winds. 


Mrs. Henry Riseling, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Conley, relates 
that when her parents were farming 
south of Quimby about 1876, they saw 
what they thought was a rain cloud com- 
ing. It proved to be grasshoppers, and 
the Conley's crops were completely de- 
stroyed. Settling to the ground inclick- 
ing hordes, the pests gave the slight im- 
pression of a vast hailstorm. 


They would consume almost every 
green thing in one day's time, and would 
begin to gnaw tool handles until they were 
scarcely usable. Harness was gnawed 
to pieces. Even boards on houses did 
not escape the ravenous hoppers. 
Streams and wells were sometimes con- 
taminated by the insects. 


In the years of 1876 and 1878, grass- 
hopper plagues were suffered in Chero- 
kee County. In 1876, they came in July, 
and did a great deal of damage to grow- 
ing crops. They deposited eggs that 
hatched out during the spring of 1877. 
The hoppers were so thick that they dark- 
ened the noon day sky. They accumulated 
on railroad beds to such an extent that 
they would get on the iron rails, making 
the rails so slippery that the trains ofthe 
Illinois Central Railroad were forced to 
halt several times so that sand could be 
put on the rails in certain spots. The 
grasshoppers devoured everything intheir 
path--corn, oats, barley, and other vege- 
tation. They would cut the heads off rip- 


ened wheat that was ready for the reaper, . 
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Many settlers left the county in 1879, be- 
cause of the grasshoppers, but most of 
them returned later. The Iowa Legis- 
lature appropriated money to be used to 
aid the farmers of Northwest Iowa who 
had suffered losses because of the grass- 
hoppers. 


In 1912, a grasshopper scare lasted 
for a short time. Not until the 1930's 
did the grasshopper menace again be- 
come one of major proportions. Dur- 
ing the hot, dry summer months of 1934, 
the grasshoppers thrived, and did a great 
deal of damage to gardens and fields. 
About the busiest place in Quimby inthose 
days was the grasshopper poison bait mix- 
ing station, where the manager, A. D. 
Martin, reported that an average of eight 
tons a day of the bait went out to farmers 
of Cherokee, Plymouth, Woodbury, Buena 
Vista and Sac Counties. Saw-dust and 
poison arrived by the carload on the freight 
train and were mixed with bran on the plat- 
form adjoining the present Skelly Service 
Station. As Mr. Martin and his son, H.A, 
Martin, mixed the bait, the farmers would 
drive up with their trucks or trailers and 
haul it away to their fields, where they 
would spread the mixture along the edges. 
Although the bait helped to some extent, it 
wasn't completely effective, and it was a 
common sight to see the corn stripped of 
its leaves, and the oats crops ruined, 
People's gardens were also destroyed by 
the pests. 


During the early days, while grass- 
hopper swarms stripped fields and grazing 
lands of crops and grass, dry, hot winds 
blew over the land and plant life withered. 
Often behind the drouth came the blizzards 
of winter. A traveler caught in a blizzard 
was in real danger--danger of losing his 
sense of direction so that he might fail to 
identify familiar landmarks and would trav- 
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elin circles. Growth of prairie grass and 
intense drouth would heighten the danger of 
fire. Prairie fires which swept this county 
were awesome spectacles. Elmer Glidewell 
recalls that his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Mon- 
roe Glidewell, lived with their two children 
in a little one-room dwelling, when one fire 
swept across the prairie just east of Quimby, 
about three miles. The hot flames crept up 
to the very edge of the house before they were 
able to get them extinguished. These early 
fires would destroy wild life, crops, proper- 
ty, and sometimes homes. 


- During the decade of the 1930's, dust 
storms added to the discomfort of drought, 
grasshoppers, and the deepening economic 
depression. The dust was carried by winds 
from the Dakotas, Oklahoma, Nebraska and 
Kansas. The street lights would go on in 
mid-afternoon as the sky darkened with dirt. 
It became a problem to keep homes clean. 
The fine dirt sifted under window sills and 
piled up a half inch thick. Tons of topsoil 
were lost from the western states, and 
some fields in this area where fall plow- 
ing had been done, lost much precious soil. 


The most severe winters according to re- 
cords were those of 1856-1857, 1870, 1936 
and 1937 and the most recent one of 1961 and 
1962. The pioneers and Indians suffered more 
in 1856 and 1857, but in later years people had 
better facilities to cope with deep snow. Now 
snow plows, tractors with scoops attached, and 
helicopters to be used in cases of isolation, 
help to alleviate problems connected with deep 
drifts. 


Even in this day of mechanized equipment, 
snow can be a real problem. The winter just 
past, that of 1961-1962 proved this. Schools 
were closed in Northwest Iowa from two to 
three weeks when the plows couldn't keep the 
roads clear. Several week-end blizzards kept 
the roads drifted shut. When the snow melted, 
the country gravel roads were a quagmire of 
mud and an embargo had to be put on them for 


heavy vehicles. 


Many residents of Quimby recall with 
emotional feelings the difficult times of 
the depression years. The cities had 
their bread lines; Quimby had its share 
of poverty-stricken people who were 
on relief'' or ''on the county''. A large 
family was lucky to receive aid of $2.00 
a week to supplement their slim larder, 
and several families were underfed., 

One poor family would get bones for their 
dog and then pick out the best ones for soup. 
Some local citizens were on WPA, and 
some older boys had to quit school and go 
to the ''CCC's" to help their parents finan- 
cially. Farmers dumped milk to keep it 
off the market in an effort to raise prices. 
Girls ''worked out" as household helpers 
for from $1.50 to $3.00 a week, and their 
room and board. 


Reverend and Mrs. Fred Preul served 
the Quimby Methodist Church during the 
depression years. They were fortunate 
to get any cash salary. Most of it was 
paid to them by produce which was brought 
in---eggs, meat, and potatoes. Farmers 
also contributed wood. Mrs. Preul was 
able to stretch whatever was available, 
and often made potato pancakes or bologna 
soup with vegetables. 


Boys wore overalls to high school, and 
girls wore cheap print dresses. They not 
only learned from books, but learned valu- 
able lessons in economics. 


Bread was 5 cents a loaf, eggs 8 cents 
a dozen, milk 7 cents a quart, steak 26 
cents a pound, but money was scarce with 
which to buy eventhat. J. F. Brechwald 
gave his own ''relief'' to many people. He 
furnished them groceries and never did 
receive remuneration for much of it. 


The Citizens Savings Bank failed the 
year after it was robbed about 1930. It 
was the second important robbery of a 
Quimby bank; the other occurred in1903, 


Quimby was only a small part of the world wide depression but it reflected 
the history of the era, and with the end of the thirties and the advent of war in 
Europe, people began once again to prosper financially. 
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FLOOD OF 1891 
' The most disastrous flood ever to hit the Little Sioux Valley occurred on June 24, 1891, 
after several days of rain. 

The night of June 24th, one cloudburst seemed to follow another, with lightning so con- 
stant that one could almost read a newspaper by it. The next day another heavy rain fell, 
and the river began to rise at the rate of six feet an hour. 500 people became homeless in 
Cherokee, but the flood didn't reach the town of Quimby because it was located on higher 
ground. However, thousands of acres of farmland were inundated and property and live- 
stock losses were heavy. The entire valley, in places two miles wide, became a mighty 
river, washing out bridges and railroad tracks,and carrying anything moveable on itscrest. 

Mrs. D. R. Stanford, formerly Jessie Huston, lived with the Philip Cline family at the 
time of the flood. She vividly recalls the scene and says that water covered the Cline farm, 
and came up to the house, two miles south of Quimby, for the first time. The next after- 
noon a second crest of water came up to the house from Four- Mile Creek. The 320 acre 
farm is bisected by the creek which flows into the Little Sioux River close by. (Now Rich- 
ard Knapp's farm.) The young lady and the Cline boys, Ed and Mark, walked to the top of 
the highest hill where they could view the Stanford place across the river, 

The Stanford farm and others in the valley were covered by water as Rock Creek over- 
flowed in its rush to the river. By afternoon, water had come up to the doorknobs in the 
Stanford house, and the family was forced to evacuate to higher ground. They went to the 
Clarence Pease place and stayed until the water receded. The next day, a milk can twenty 
inches high had run over, showing that it had rained that much or more, 

The A. J. Clark farm, where Frank Stevenson now lives, was also flooded up to the 


house. Since then, no flood has approximated the high water of that time, 
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THE POMEROY CYCLONE 

Severe thunderstorms and occasionally a cyclone or a tornado have often visited North- 
west Iowa during the summer months. The most deeenctive and memorable tornado of this 
area took place in the late afternoon of July 6, 1893. 

The day had been hot and sultry, with a faint breeze blowing from the east. It was typi- 
cal of many other July days. A few minutes before five o'clock that Thursday afternoon, 
people living west of Quimby viewed with alarm two black clouds approaching each other -- 
one from the northwest and one from the southwest. 

The clouds were coming towards the Robert Boothby farm in Rock township, about seven 
miles west and two miles north of Quimby. The cloud from the southwest had already wrought 
some destruction in the Grand Meadow vicinity on the Dr. McClain farm. The farm is now 
known as the Dawson place, but was then tenanted by Mr. and Mrs. George McCorkel, par- 
ents of Floyd McCorkel of Quimby. Floyd relates that his father and his father's hired man 
saw the storm cloud approaching, and on the spur of the moment, frantically attempted to 
dig a shelter. They had dug a hole four feet deep when the storm struck. The men ran for 
the house. By the time they reached it, the dwelling was two feet off its foundation and the 
barn was demolished. At its inception, the storm was a straight wind, but later became a 
twister when it joined forces with the angry black cloud from the northwest. 

As the clouds rolled ominously towards each other, sharp flashes of lightning, followed 
by the deep rumble of thunder and the greenish light which pervaded the landscape, added to 
the awesome scene and struck terror to the Henne living near the Little Sioux River. 

Mrs. Otto Bruning of Quimby recalls that the cyclone really began in the field west of 
her father's farm buildings. Her father, Robert Boothby, had seen the clouds join over his 
field, but they seemed to separate just before they got to his farm buildings and moved on to 
the farms farther east. 


Ellis Wright, who lived where Herman Fassler now lives, had seen the storm moving 
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toward Wray Wright's farm and had started out with his horse and buggy to try to give warn- | 


: 


ing to his son, but his team was unable to outrun the rapid movement of the cloud. Already © 
it had blown a large hole in one of his fields. 

As the clouds met about four miles west of Quimby above the bluffs of the Little Sioux 
River, the wind damaged the home of Jerry Bugh on the farm where Walter Hempel now 
lives, and the barn was destroyed on the Reuben Rogers place. The children of Jerry Bugh 
and Elroy Cook suffered slight injuries. Elroy Cook lived on what is known as the Jepsen 
place. 

Wray Wright's family lived on the J.H. McClintock place, now occupied by Edgar Fass- 
ler. Mr. Wright was plowing corn when he sighted the huge vortex which was fast develop- 
ing into a funnel of death and destruction. He managed to reach his home just as the storm 
struck in all its fury. His house was demolished, his possessions blown in every direction, 
and he and the three oldest of his children were blown into the grove. The twister took his 
wife, Lena, and the baby in her arms in the opposite direction. The whole family was in- 
jured, and it was thought that her back was broken. She was unable to walk for months, 
Neighbors carried her on a cellar door to wat help for her. 

When Wray Wright came to earth, he found Cora (now Mrs. William Sones) face down- 
ward where she was rammed into the dirt by the storm. He dug the dirt from her nostrils 
so that she could breathe, and found that her arm was broken. Her brother, Cliff, hada 
broken leg. Several days later Robert Boothby went to his neighbors and collected a few 
dollars to aid the stricken family. We reproduced a facsimile of the original list of donors, 
which Mr. Boothby had saved in his ledger of 1893. Elroy Cook found personal pictures of 
the Wrights scattered in his fields when he was plowing the following summer. 

The following is quoted from ''The Palimpsest"', the lowa Historical Society magazine: 

"As the rolling, greenish bank swept on, the characteristic tornado cloud funnel appear- 


ed, particularly noticeable from afar. This swaying, bounding elephant's trunk of vapor 
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picked up the Perry schoolhouse. The building burst like a skyrocket leaving no board fas- 
tened to another. From a drive well nearby the pump and about forty feet of tubing were 
torn out. 

By this time people were seeking cellars and caves where with fear they awaited the 
approach of the tornado. Some heard the storm pass, 'like a regiment of railway trains", 
carrying with it their worldly goods but leaving them practically uninjured. Others were 
not so fortunate. A short distance west of the Little Sioux River stood two houses which 
were completely destroyed, and there the first human Kves were sacrificed. In one of the 
homes three women and two small children huddled in the cellar. Suddenly the house was 
torn away and the cellar filled with ruined walls and flying debris. A spoke, torn from some 
wagon wheel struck one of the women, Mrs. O. M. Lester, and she died instantly--one of 
the first victims of the cyclone. At about the same moment and on an sprig farm, Mrs. 
Henry esis, great grandmother of Mrs. Fern Clark and Mrs. Annie Kelly, was hit 
by some flying missile and instantly killed. According to her granddaughters, Mrs. Moly- 
neux had driven her horse from Cherokee with a friend, Mrs. Emma Underhill in the 
buggy beside her. They arrived home just as the storm struck. Mrs. Molyneux said to 
Mrs. Underhill, ''Oh, Emma, the big tree by the cellar door isgone,'' She leaned over to 
open the cellar door, and was blown into the yard. She had multiple cuts and bruises and 
her neck was broken. The horse that she had driven from Cherokee was tied beside the 
barn where a corn crib caved in on it, leaving only its neck and head sticking out, but the 
animal was uninjured. 

When the tornado reached the Little Sioux River, it ripped the heavy iron Pilot Rock 
bridge from its abutments and dropped the long span lengthwise into the river, On went the 
twisting cloud, climbing the bluffs on the east bank and continuing its destructive work. A 
house by the bridge, occupied at the time by ''Jap'' Scurlock and Tom Golden, was blown away. 


Mr. Scurlock, who was trying to ride out of the way of the storm on an old white horse, was 
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caught by the tornado and both he and the horse were picked up and deposited unharmed at 
the foot of the hill. There is still, near the top of that same hill, a wagon tire, which prob- 
ably came from the Molyneux farm, imbedded in a tree. 

Grain and farm machinery were scattered far and wide and livestock was killed. Yet 
at one era where the barn was blown away, four horses in it were uninjured. A reaper 
wheel of solid iron was carried a half mile. Two men caught in V.M.Groves' barn when 
the storm struck, were for an instant pinned down by the heavy timbers, but a second 
attack of the wind lifted the wreckage and they were left unhurt. At the Jacob Lauer, Sr. 
home, where Lester Whitehouse now lives, the chickens were denuded of feathers as they 
were at other farms nearby; fence posts were torn out of the ground or covered with mud 


to their tops; straws were driven into tree trunks. 


Besides human casualties, horses, cattle and hogs lay dead; debris was everywhere. It 
was as if a wild nightmare had come to life to bring suffering and sorrow. The cyclone de- 
veloped descending vortices which hop-scotched from Quimby to Pomeroy. The storm un- 
leashed its full fury at Pomeroy, destroying the town, and then the cloud dissolved two miles 
east of the town. The grandfather of Mrs. Allen Conley was a victim at Pomeroy. 

The aftermath of the storm left sixty people dead, and many others injured inthe one and 


three-fourths hours since itbegan. It had traveled fifty-five miles at a rate of thirty miles 


an hour. 
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Reproduction of the list of donors for the relief of the Wray Wright family follow- 
ing their experience in the Pomeroy Cyclone. Printed by permission of Mrs. Otto 


Bruning, whose father, Robert Boothby’, kept the ledger and collected the money. 
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CITIZENS BANK OF QUIMBY LOOTED--$3180 CASH AND SECURITIES TAKEN 
(Condensed from the Times-Herald) 


When the good people of Quimby awoke Wednesday morning, December 16,1903, they 
were unaware that burglars had been at work overnight and had looted the bank, securing 
over $3000 in cold cash and $70,000 in notes and securities. 

On going to business in the morning, the bank was discovered open and the looting re- 
vealed. The town was aroused and the usual wise and useless plans for apprehending the 
criminals were voiced. Sheriff Hogan of Cherokee exhibited good common sense in stay- 
ing in Cherokee and keeping the wires hot in notifying adjacent towns instead of rushing to 
the scene of the crime, 

Two men, who arrived in Quimby about 2:00 A. M. Wednesday, observed several men 
on the streets and these were supposed to be the artists that did a very neat job. Three 
of them were quite bold in showing themselves, hanging around the livery barn and at the 
Butterfield billiard hall. Mr. Butterfield, becoming suspicious of these men, hid his 
cash, closed up and went home. 

The men broke into the section tool house and the blacksmith shop and got picks and 
crowbars. They went to the rear of the bank and broke a window, evidently for the pur- 
pose of finding whether anyone was sleeping there. All remaining quiet, they broke out 
the entire sash of the opposite window and entered the Banke The bank was opposite the 
hotel and the men, fearing interference from this quarter, prepared for it by breaking a 
hole through the bottom of the large front window big enough to thrust a rifle through. 

A man crouched behind the window would be comparatively safe from attack while com- 
manding a full view of the hotel and could easily plug with his rifle anyone coming out. 
While one man watched, the others plied picks to the side of the vault until they had made 
an aperture large enough to admit a man, who entered and unlocked the vault door from 
the inside. They then proceeded to put a coat of soap around the outer edges of the safe 


door, placed in the soap pocket a quantity of nitroglycerin and with a small glass syringe, 
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which they left behind, withdrew the air directly under the glycerin from the safe. The 
glycerin, following the vacuum, entered through the crack into the safe, 

Next a percussion cap to which was attached a fuse was placed on this crack and the 
glycerin was exploded until the door was broken open. The same tactics were employed 
onthe inner door. The force of the explosion (heard by at least two people who were too 
frightened to turn in the alarm) may be imagined from the fact that the walls of the safe 
door were composed of four layers of chilled steel and iron and this was broken through 
as if‘it had been wood. 

The barn of Henry Crawford was visited and his team, harness and light buggy were 
appropriated and in this the bold burglars drove away. 

Later that same day an important capture was made near Sheldon where two men were 
arrested when found walking in a cornfield. They were searched and found to be carrying 
$1425 in cash in coin sacks from the Quimby bank. The men were armed with Smith and 
Wesson 38 caliber revolvers, a 32 caliber rifle and 150 rounds of ammunition, The Craw- 
ford team was found abandoned near Sutherland along with a fine kit of burglar tools. 


The Cherokee Times-Herald headlines read: 


QUIMBY BANK ROBBERS IDENTIFIED BY CHIEF DAVENPORT OF SIOUX CITY. THEY 
ARE ELMER DUNNING AND ABNER H, HICKS OF SIOUX CITY, GAMBLERS AND HANG- 
ERS-ON AT SALOONS AND HOUSES OF ILL-REPUTE., 

Chief Davenport and a Pinkerton detective, P. J. Smith, who had been trying to run 
down a gang of bank and postoffice robbers operating in the three states of lowa, Nebraska 
and South Dakota for a number of months, arrived in Cherokee to see if they could identi- 
fy the bank robbers lodged in the county jail. Chief Davenport was entirely successful; 
for the moment he saw them, Dunning came forward and greeted the chief with: ''Hello, 
Chief, I thought you'd find me out finally. "' 


'Who's your pal?" asked the chief. 
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"Ever see me before?'' asked Hicks, getting up from his bunk in the cell. 

"Well, I should say I have."' replied the chief. ''I have seen you in several saloons 
in Sioux City. You're a kind of gambler, aren't you?'! 

"Sometimes, but my trade is cabinet maker." replied Hicks. "I ain't been working 
at it of late, though.'' he added with a grin. 

Dunning had lived in Sioux City two years, coming there from Yankton, and was a 
roulette wheel operator in a gambling house above a saloon on Fourth street. He had 
lived at the house of ill-fame of 'Indian Nell'' Johnson in the Soudon district and was known 
to the police as her lover. He went by the sobriquet of ''Pretty Elmer''. Hicks, about 35, 
was also a hanger-on of saloons, gambling houses and houses of ill-fame, but was of a more 


quiet turn, 


A week from the day Dunningand Hicks were captured at Sheldon, three men were 
apprehended in Kansas City and charged with complicity in the Quimby bank robbery. 
They were John Wicks, Charles ''Jersey Slim'' White and John Wilson. The captures 
were the result of the work of Sheriff Hogan and came about in this way. When the men 
captured at Sheldon were surrounded, they threw away the money they had and also tore 
up and threw away letters. These were gathered up and Mr. Hogan spent all of one 
night piecing them together. One of the letters gave the first trace of a woman and a 
Sioux City rendezvous. He showed this to the Pinkerton officer and Chief Davenport 


and all got to work on the clews that seemed to circle around ''Pretty Elmer". 


Dunning had a girl named Clara who used to come to Sioux City to see him. She 
would stop at a house near the home of her sister and Dunning would go there to see her 
and take Wicks and ''Jersey Slim" along. Immediately upon the arrest of Dunning the 
Pinkerton man began to inquire about the persons with whom he had been associating and 
had no difficulty gathering information about the other safe blowers, one of whom was well 


known to the Sioux City police. 
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After the Quimby robbery, Wicks and White proceeded to Sioux City to get under 
cover. As soon as they read in the Journal of Dunning and Hicks capture they made 


arrangements to leave the city. For Wicks, however, the thought of parting from his 
sweetheart, Mrs. E. Bowers, the wife of a Sheldon blacksmith, was too much for him. 
He took fer as far as Omaha with him, then sent her back to Sioux City while he went on 
to Kansas City. He would have been arrested in Omaha only for the fact that the Pinker- 
ton officers shadowing him were waiting for him to be joined by the fourth robber. 'Jer- 
sey Slim'' kept away from Wicks until they reached Kansas City. As soon as they joined 
forces, they were placedunder arrest. Mrs. Bowers, picked up for questioning, show- 
ed surprise when told her lover had been arrested for bank robbery. 

Handcuffed and leg-ironed, the trio was brought to Cherokee, where they were met 
at the depot by a large and interested crowd, Wicks and White were chained together. 
Wilson, whose shivering body and frightened face told of the agony and fear with whichhe 
was suffering, was handcuffed and guarded by Sheriff Hogan. The trip from Kansas City 
was uneventful, save for the maniacal ravings of Wilson, who was suffering from the ad- 
vanced stages of alcoholism. 

The men were taken to Cherokee County jail where they maintained a discreet silence 
and declared their arrest to be a mistake, while awaiting the findings of the Grand Jury. 

On the afternoon of January 14th, the Grand Jury brought in indictments against White, 
Wicks, Hicks and Dunning. No bill being fourid against Wilson he was turned over to the 
South Dakota officials, where he was wanted for post office robbery. 

During that time, Dunning received a very pathetic letter from his mother and sister, 
who had moved from Yankton to Sioux City since his arrest. Until they heard of his arrest, 
they had no knowledge that his ways were ways of evil and were almost heartbroken when 
they learned of his trouble. Notwithstanding her grief, his mother felt that his arrest was 
for the best as it would put a stop to his evil work and give him a chance to reform. It was 


a novel letter and when Dunning read it he broke down and wept. 
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Quote from the Cherokee Times, January 18, 1904. 


"At 2:00 this afternoon the four Quimby bank robbers were brought into court. They 
were all clean-shaven, neatly dressed and by no means bad looking fellows. When asked 
if they were ready to plead, they answered in unison, ''Yes, we plead guilty'', and indi- 
cated they were ready for sentence. Whereupon, the court, without wasting time in re- 
marks, sentenced them to seven years each in the Anamosa penitentiary. 

There was an understanding between the prisoners and the prosecution as to the course 
that would be pursued. They agreed to turn over all the money they had secured by the 
robbing, except wine had been spent, which was about $500, and to reveal the hiding place 
of the securities. This was done. Hicks was taken in a buggy over the ground taken by 
the robbers on the night of the robbery and when they got to the Henderson place in Ply- 
mouth County Hicks said this was it, and driving to a haystack, he thrust his arm in and 
drew forth the note case of the Quimby bank containing all the securities taken. This re- 
storation and putting the county to no extraexpense was taken into consideration in fixing 
sentence." 

Mrs. Bowers, the woman who had secured considerable notoriety by her connection 
with the bank robbers, visited Hicks at the jail. They wanted to get married, but as they 
had no witnesses to speak for them it was impossible for the clerk to issue a license, But 
for this obstacle, the happy event would have taken place, but the honeymoon would have 
necessarily been cut pretty short. Two of the "other girls'' were also visitors to Chero- 
kee to see the boys, especially Dunning. One of these was Clara Jones, at whose place 
the sheriff secured the picture. Her companion was a ''loidy'’ who worked at Clara's 
place. They expressed great sorrow for Dunning and Hicks and requested a meeting with 
the prisoners Which was granted, but the sheriff kept his eyes open while they were there, 

While the men seemed very penitent previous to pleading guilty, the penitence of at 
least some of them was only on the surface. Means of escape was uppermost in their 


thoughts. In one of Wicks' pockets, the sheriff found an ordinary looking cigarette, but 
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which when opened up was found to contain on a slip of paper a diagram of an instrument 
wanted to spring handcuffs. There was also a letter directed to a woman in Sioux City 
giving a description of tools wanted and how they could be worked into the jail imbedded 
in the breast of a roasted chicken. 

The four men, who had been very quiet and peaceful until they received their senten- 
ce, opened up the batteries on Tuesday and the quiet of the jail was changed to something 
akin to pandemonium. The men had their own differences to square and they did it in 
language that would not look well in print. White was the most savage of the quartet. He 
Keke sore at Dunning and Hicks for being captured and getting them all into it. ''Just think 
of it,'' he shouted. ''All captured and in a little country jail". 

Hicks told this story of the robbery: 

''We went out of Sioux City the night of December 15th on the Flyer, which left at 
7:30. We got off at Cherokee and then walked down to Quimby, arriving there shortly 
after midnight. Everybody in town appeared to be asleep. Only two lights were visible 
and these shone from the office of the hotel. We were sneaking up the street toward the 
bank when a young fellow crossed in front of us. I knew we ought to have him muzzled so 
I hollered at him to hold up a bit and talk to me. He took one look at us and then cut and 
run. It was a good thing for him that he did, for we intended to bind and gag him and lock 
him in a box car. He flew into the hotel and lights went out immediately. Well, we went 
on and tackled the bank, two of the boys watching the hotel closely, for we feared that the 
kid might rouse some of the guests and they would start for us with guns. But I guess he 
went to bed and kept quiet for nothing happened, even after the explosions at the bank." 

The following Tuesday, January 19, only 36 days from the commission of the crime, 
the prisoners, in the company of the sheriff and his deputy were taken to Anamosa to 
start serving their sentences. The men were treated to a ride in the sleeper, being given 
the parlor apartment, but this was done for the onvenience of the sheriff more than for 
the comfort of the men. Wilson remained behind in the county jail, suffering from de- 
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DECEMBER 2, 1937 


ROBBERS LOOT POSTOFFICE AND QUIMBY STORES -- 
OTHER LOSSES ARE IN MERCHANDISE AND TOOLS. 


Bandits early Thursday morning descended upon Quimby, broke open the post office 
safe containing over $300 in stamps and small change and looted five business houses be- 
fore ending their foray. 

Nora Knapp, postmistress, discovered the break-in. 

Sheriff A. N. Tilton and Marshall Harry Peterman investigated the robberies but re- 
ported clues were meager. The burglaries were thought to have been committed between 
1:00 and 4:30 in the morning. Admittance was gained to each of the places by breaking 
locks on the doors. 

Discovery of the robberies was made Thursday morning when proprietors opened their 
places for business. Losses sustained by the stores were comparatively light, the owner: 
reported. About $33 in cash and merchandise was taken. 

Places entered were: 
Riseling's Service Station, Pinkerton's Pool Hall, Carnahan's 
store, Stevenson's garage, Pearse's Blacksmith Shop and the 
post office. 

First to discover a break-in was the owner of the service station. Marshall Peterman 
said tools stolen from the blacksmith shop had been used on each robbery. He said the 
shop apparently had been looted first. No fingerprints were discovered, officers reported 


but automobile tire tracks, which may prove an important lead were found in the rear of tl 


Carnahan store. 
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CHEROKEE DAILY TIMES 
AUGUST 20, 1938 
FIRE DESTROYS CANTINE BUILDING AT QUIMBY 
OTHER BUILDINGS DAMAGED: LOSS IS AT ABOUT $2, 500 

Fire of unknown origin menaced the entire business district of Quimby early Saturday 
ey destroying a one story frame building and badly damaging two adjacent struc 
tures. Loss was established at $2,500. 

The most spectacular blaze Quimby has witnessed in 34 years completely razed the 
G.R. Cantine building, and caused heavy damage to the Allen Erlandson building and the 
old Quimby hotel, now used as a boarding house, 

Quimby firemen, hampered by fine sand in the water pipes which halted water pres- 
sure, fought the blaze for nearly an hour before bringing it under control. A dozen vol- 
unteer firemen under the direction of Fire Chief H. V. Carnahan battled the blaze fur- 
iously to keep it from spreading to other structures and repeating the historic fire that 
destroyed six business houses in 1914, 

The Erlandson family, living upstairs in the building, fled in night clothing as the 
flames threatened their home. Smoke and water damaged mostof their furniture and per- 
sonal effects. Nearly all the windows in the building were broken out by the heat and water, 

The destroyed building was formerly used by Cantine as a cafe, All his old restaurant 
equipment was completely destroyed. Cantine operates a new cafe in the Erlandson build- 


ing next door and some damage was causedtohis equipmentthere. The building was one of 


the oldest in Quimby, and had not been occupied for more than a year. 
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CHEROKEE CHIEF 
JANUARY 3, 1930. 


3 BANDITS RAID BANK AT QUIMBY 
GET ABOUT $7000. 


Forcing two employees and two customers into the bank vault, 3 unmasked bandits held 
up the State Trust and Savings Bank at Quimby at 2:00 Friday P. M. and escaped with be- 
tween six and seven thousand dollars in currency from the cashier's cage. Another cus- 
tomer, Frank Ryan was locked in the basement after one of the bandits took $15 from him. 

After locking the three people in the vault the bandits scooped up all the available cash 
and escaped toward Sioux City in a light blue ees sedan, 

All money taken was cash which included $500 in silver estimated to weigh close to 60 
pounds. The remainder of the money taken was in currency. The bandits spurned a large 
amount of bonds in the safe with the currency. 

Marion McCannon and Gene Courtright, who came into the bank shortly after the robb- 
ery, heard the cries from the vault. The alarm was sounded and several men formed a 
posse and started in pursuit. 

No certain description was obtained of ne of the group except that one man was young 
and had a thin face and another was short and dark. 

D. C. Kent, manager of the bank, was absent at the time of the robbery attending a 
funeral at Washta. He returned immediately when word of the robbery was sent to him. 

Sheriff Sangwin was notified and Harrison Steele called out the local vigilante group who 
began to patrol roads immediately. Police officers of all nearby towns and cities were ask- 
ed to watch for the bandits. 

Two of the robbers appeared to be mere boys. The third man was a tall, broad-should- 
ered man. One of the robbers was identified as a young man who had been seen in the 


vicinity of Quimby and it was thought by authorities that he was a ''spotter'' for the gang, 
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The bandits were equipped with old-fashioned revolvers, and no machine guns or auto- 
matic pistols were used. 

Frank J. Wessling, assistant cashier, remarked a possible significance of the robbery 
at 2:00, the hour set for the opening of the time lock on the vault. ''The time lock is set 
for different hours on different days,'' Wessling said, '' so the robbery may have beentimed 
according to a knowledge of inside workings of the bank or may eon been merely coincidence." 

When Miss Jennie Johnson screamed at the sudden appearance of the robbers, she was 
ordered into the adjoining room where, with Wessling and Rudolph Bergert and son, cus- 
tomers, she was commanded curtly to lie face down on the floor. Once, when the aides 
Bergert raised his head, the younger of the two bandits ordered gruffly, ''Lie down, we 
mean business", 

The men worked rapidly and seemed to know their way about. In scarcely five minutes 
they cleaned up all the money in sight, then ordered Wessling at the point of guns to open 
the safe. "I guess I was nervous, '' Wessling said, ''I tried four times before I could open 
the thing.'"' 

After clearing all the cash from the safe, the men herded their four victims into the 
vault and sprung the lock. Frank Ryan, local barber, who entered the bank at this mom - 
ent to pay his rent, complicated things. He was relieved of his $15 rent money, comman- 
ded to lie down behind the cage, then taken to the basement and locked in. 

Since there was no adequate description of the men or car, there was not much to go on 


to solve the case. 
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SIX: BUILDINGS GO UP IN SMOKE 

Chevelwe and Holstein Fire Depart- 


THIS IS THE NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT OF THE FIRE, AS IT WAS PRINTED THEN. 
‘a only the sidewalk between it 
CHEROKEE COUNTY VILLAGE IS 
ments Recpond te Call for 


: the drug store stood, there is & little 
© burned bail’ ng, yet the little 
VICTIM OF BAD PIB. 
Asalatance. 


The tewn of Quimby, in this coun- 
ty, suffered its first serious loss by 
fre on Tharaday night when aix 
buildings in the business district werg 
_ consumed, entailing a loss of betwesn 

$30,000 and $35,000, only partly tew- 
ered by insurance. For a time the 
whole busineas district was threatened 
and only good work on the part of the 
people saved many other buildings. 

It was shortly after 10 o'clock when 
flames were seen shooting from the 
roof of the restaurant building op- 
erated by A. J. Mahoney, and when 
the alarm was given the whole upper. 
h.* wis a mass Of flames. The 

wole towr wos soon aroused and 
bucket Prigades formed. A call was 
went te Cherokee and Holstein and 
both fima departments :eaponded. A 
special train was wun fying from here 
and the boys took with then such ap- 
paratus as could be used. They ar- 
rived in time to be of some assistance 
The postoffica building, owned by John 
Corrington, was pulled out in sections, 
preventing the fire from: taking the 
Carsahaa’building. This and Clark’s 
hall and the bank is all that is left in 
the block. The Carmahan stock of 
goods was moatly moved out but con- 
siderable damage was done. The 
loas, however, is covered by insurance. 

The losses are: 

The restaurant building, owned by 
Jean Church of Cherokee, run by A. 
J. Mahoney. Loss, $1,500. 

A. J. Clark building, occupied by 
the Adams drug store and the Quimby 


Yerald, joes probpbly $16,000. 


J. F. Brechwoid’s general sto 
Loas, $3,000. 


Leas, $2,000. ’ 
A. C. Robinson's barber shop. Loas, 


Podtoffice, owned by J. W. Lickias. 
Loss $1,000, 

G. As Fox, editop of the Heraid, did 
not save any of the ting outit, 
bot managed to get aut most'ef his 
photographing outfit. Mr. Fox stat- 
ed to the writer that he had not de- 
cided what he would do about con- 
timuing the paper. Tue outfit be- 
longed to A. J. Clark, who is visiting 
in Pennsylvania. Mr. Fex doesn’t 
know whether there was any insur- 
ance en it or not, neither did Mr. 
Clark’s son. 

The insurance carried by the var- 
Sous parties was as follews: Adams, 
$2,000; Brechwold, $2,000; Mahoney, 
ow restaurant and household goods, 
including piano, $1500; Robinson, 
$200; Carnahan, $6,000; Burchaum 
Bros., $700; Clark building, $2,000; 
Brechwold bwilding, $950; John 
Church, restaurant building, $400; 
Adams building, owned by Quimby 
bank, $1,000; barber shop building, 
owned by bank, $250; postoffice build- 
ing, owned by J. W. Lickias, $100. 

The Democrat man visited’ Quimby 
on Saturday and found the fire suf- 
ferers making plans for the future. 
It is probable that at least two or 
three buildings will be erected at once 
in the burned district. Mr. Brech- 
wold has secured the Ovhi Fellows 
building and it is being made ready 
for him. He plans to build as soon 
as possible. Burcham Bros. are 
cupying Clark’s hall for the pres 
Mr. Robinson, who saved moat o. 
outfit, has his barber shop ‘- 
Terrill insurance office. m 

Dr. Adama and Fred Jenkins ow. 
the building occupied by Carnahan, 
but it is probable that a new build- 
ing will be erected for tl.e drag busi- 
nesa. | 
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CHAPTER 4 
Coming Of The Raibread 


By 1870, a railroad line connected Sioux City to Iowa Falls. The road passed 
through Aurelia, Cherokee, Meriden, and Marcus, but a north and south road was 
still needed to link the county more closely together. Finally, a new road was 
started to Onawa in 1887, and it was decided that two stations were needed in the 
southern part of the county. Thus it was that Quimby and Washta were started. 
The buildings from the little post office stop at Washta were moved across the 
river to the present site, so that the town would be beside the railroad, and the 
buildings at DeLeon were brought to the site of Quimby. The small village on 
Silver Creek no longer existed. The new town was named after Dr. Quimby, an 
official of the Illinois Central Railroad. 


The coming of the railroad was an exciting event to everyone in the area for 
miles around. The day that the first train was due, people came on horseback, 
in surreys, in buggies, and on foot. Some drove ox teams. Many of them had 
worked on the railroad when it was being built, and felt a personal sense of pride 
at its completion. Some of them had used their own horses or oxen to pull the 
scrapers for moving the dirt to prepare the roadbed. One of the first workers on 
the railroad was William D. Palmer, grandfather of Kendall Palmer and Mrs. 
Eunice Randall. 


Mrs. Laura Ritts of Washta recalls that she and other children were lifted up 
so that they could see over the heads of the adults, to view the train as it came 
down the track. She says that a trial.run was made first by a lone engine. 
Frank Conley was in Quimby when the train first came and he says that it was an 
unforg ttable moment. Horses that were out in pastures began to run in panic 
when the smoke-belching monster came roaring along, black cinders flying, with 
the whistle blowing to warn that it was coming. The letting off steam and the 
ringing of the bell as the engine stood on the track atthe station were sounds that 
some of us remember with a twinge of nostalgia. 
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The coming of the railroad meant many things to the community-------- 
more contact with the outside world, more opportunities, a faster mode of 
travel, more regular mail delivery, and shipments of grain and livestockto 


Sioux City and Chicago. 


Goods could be ordered from mail order houses 
which would add more comfort to daily living. 


Farmers became more pros- 


perous, and new businesses sprang up in town. 


A recent picture 


of cars alongside the 


Simonsen 


Fertilizer Building. 


Taken from the Weekly Cherokean, the 


July 14, 1887 

Railroad officials and contractors 
met in Cherokee on Friday, July 14, 
1887. Contracts were let for build- 
ing the Cherokee-Onawa branch to 
Harrington Bros. of Dubuque and Sal- 
1b 


For the two lines, Cherokee-Onawa 
and Cherokee-Sioux Falls, 4000 cars 
of ties, 1000 cars of steel rails, 150 
to 160 cars of spikes will be used. 400 
cars of materials will be usedto build 
the bridges between Cherokee and On- 
awa. 


Daily Times and the Cherokee Chief. 
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September 6, 1887 

150 men were put to work at track 
laying on the Onawa line. Their 
structions were to lay two miles of 
track per day. Farmhands and labor- 
ers are scarce in this section because 
a great many farmhands left their em- 
ployers to work on the railroad. 


in- 


September 8, 1887 

~ The Board of Supervisors were down 
on Tuesday and selected a bridge site 
for placing a bridge across the river. 
They agreed on a place on the section 
line directly opposite the town. 
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September 15, 1887 

~ QUIMBY--how does that strike you? 
This is the name which has been given 
to the new station, located on the farm 
of A. J. Clark and George Sellars in 
Willow township. The station is named 
in honor of Assistant Superintendent 
Quimby of the Illinois Central railroad. 
Here's to Quimby, may she live long 
and prosper, may her elevators rise, her 
churches sanctify and fit poor mortals 
for the skies, may the corn rows that 
now make her streets be prophetic of 
where a Broadway, a Wall Street meets, 
and piles of gold and silver stacks gleam 
with rolls of greenbacks upon the mer- 
chants' counters, to be exchanged for 
corn, oats and barley. Oh, Quimby, 
loveliest city of the vale! We first 

pity, then love and embrace thee. 


ee a as ne 


We came to life about a week ago. 
A long line of earthworks thrown up 
by many hands caused us to come into 
existence. Our owners have thought 
for a long time on a name for us, while 
you, dear Editor, made us nervous by ° 
calling us Wendell. But Wendell is so 
republican, you know, that it jarred on 
our administration. So while Wendell 
is a nice sounding, familiar name, its 
associations bothered us. Well, we 
hankered a little for Clarksville, for 
Clarksel and for Sellars, but they didn't 
suit at all. So our guardians took it out 
of our dear owner's hands and named us 
Quimby, and oh my!, such a baptism 
last Sabbath. Yes, we are now Quimby, 
p-o-o-r little Quimby. We have one lit- 
tle prayer, that Superintendent Quimby 
will remember us and help us. 
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September 20, 1887 

~ About 125 persons visited Quimby 

yesterday. Most all the visitors think 
of investing in the town, but all agree 


that lots are too high. 


The Farmer's Co-operative Store 
Company of Cherokee is opening up its 
branch store at Quimby this week. A 
building has been put in readiness for 
occupancy. 


A prominent physician of Dubuque 
thinks the turn-down kerosene lamp is 
the prime and most common cause of 
diphtheria, The custom of keeping ker- 
osene lamps burning-in bedrooms should 
be discontinued, as this theory of the 
cause of diphtheria has been advanced 
before and doubtless there is something 
tonit. 


October 13, 1887 

The people of Quimby will move the 
Methodist Church, now located on the 
hill about a mile from the town, intothe 


village. 


October 19, 1887 

The Onawa branch was completed to 
Quimby on Thursday and shipping to and 
from that point by rail was begun atonce, 
The first cars for Quimby station were 
ordered on Friday morning, the business 


being done through the Cherokee depot. 


October 26, 1887 _ 
Eight lots were sold in Quimby on 
Saturday. The town is booming. 


Si10se svitstsqo-00 e'19ftsa o9dT 
esi qe gainogo ei sealotodO to yisqmo) 
A .Aggw 2inly ydretyO 16 otote ous 
162 eesdibsos ni tuy mood esd goibliud 
/Yorsg7990 


supydud to asroieytig Insaimmerg A 

ei qeisl ssiovo'redt awoh-ared odd eanid 
to Senso normenoo teom bas satitg orl} 
-téa gniqsed to motes ofT .srrodidgrb 
bluode armoorbsd at. gainitiud eqmibl saoe0 
“dt to yrouds 2143 2s, beusiiaoreit of 
bsousvhs ase’ esd 6frosidgib tase) Go 
gnicdtemoe 83 s19t eesiiduoh bas sioted 


JT OF 


T8at .¢4 ‘tadoisO 


ee ee, eww + eee 


ofa svom iw ydarinO to siqosq ® aay 


943 oO betspol won ,doredO teibodieN . 


si otmi ytwet odj moxt slime & dyods Lid 
egeliiv 


r 


gid ood i oti ‘ert : 


.eivem tones Mew s EBs Pg S98 


beouliae textes) #fionilil od3 to ae" 
anc oa. yam ¢deninQ ote 'sroH 


ale 194d yet ,t 

11? bers iene souls 
1sAt eWO BYMOD 941 ie ry 2 odd 20h 
lo ottedgory od e12%7 oasar Wom: 


qs nw ost icealathiad lo oni! pee A. 
oini 9a109 ad ay beenso ebasd Yasar yd 

tihyvodd ever etsawo mO oon0tains | 
olidw 24 YF amen © so seid gaol 5 402 
yd avevesm eu obers ,rotthS te9b 
oe tt MébaaW ad reese 


no bette, oF tent word! BOY Si lc qo 
LiobasW olidw o2 | 


os botelquses 2ew ssaetener? 


bas of gaiggide bas ysbetudT ao ydeuiv@ 
200 16 nwyed eaw Siar yd into tarde Sure 


ot9w moidete vdertin® tl e165 fetid oT 
eouteod dd (aaiatom yshix ao betobxo 
Joqgeb asdatsdD axl Agpords snob gaiod 


- tol .obltvedtslp » 
1 abth SAF dod eh 
iso ti AQ0% Babb 


; ie rl Beas sie ag Sa 
ike" ex que 3 ae 


(The Weekly Cherokean (Wed. Oct. 12, 1887) 


QUIMBY 
The Com tng ow h “St her. 


OK ee Céu nt on branch 


of} Til. ent. RR. 
LOTS, %50 To “150 


This town is situated in the best farming country in N. W. 


Towa. It has at least seven miles of country tributary to it, 
settled by thrifty farmers. It is ten miles south of Cherokee, 
on the Little Sioux River. 

This town offers every advantage to those wishing to go 
into business in a live, rustling town. The next six weeks 
will see three general sotres, one hardware, a boarding house, 
a bank, a wagon repair shop, two elevators and several dwellings. 
J. P. Dickey & Co. will put im a large lumber yard at once. 
It has now an elevator which is doing a business of 1000 bussels 
(bushels) per day. Next spring there will be a large cream- 
ery put in, the dridge across the Little Sioux will be completed 
by Nev. 15, giving it a large trade from the north. All parties 
wishing information about this town should address the un- 
dersigned at Cherokee, who also has an office on the towa site, 


and wil) be pleased to show partdés this beautiful town. 
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4 lbs. coffee--$1.00 

3 lbs. fine Japantea--$1.00 

25 bars White Star soap-- $1.00 

Good quality Cotton Flannel--5 cents 
Yard wide Unbleached Muslin--5 cents 
Men's heavy underwear--50 cents 
Heavy White Blankets --99 cents per pair 
Genuine Kid Shoes--$2. 00 

Pure Sugar Syrup--$1.60 per keg 

Good Cooking Apples -- $1.00 per bushel 
A nice fine shirt and collar--all for $1. 00 
21 lbs. new prunes--$1.00 


MARKET QUOTATIONS--November 9, 1887 


Wheat 40 to 55, oats 16 to 185, corn 25 
to 27, flax 943, barley 34 to 45, hogs 
$3, (Sto 3.95, cattle $2.25 to 2..50, but- 
ter 20, eggs 15, potatoes 60. 


Average yield per acre of corn--255 bu- 
shels.per acre. 


November 16, 1887 
Quimby is putting on metropolitanairs. 
The record of last Sunday was a big ''drunk 


and disorderly" free-fight and hoop-latime 
generally. In justice to QUIMBY we 


might say the chief disturber was from 
Cherokee. 


Three cases of drunk and disorderly 
were before Justice Green yesterday 
and the boys whacked up $10 apiece and 
costs, so that they could feel that they 
had paid enough for the fun they had in 
Quimby on Sunday. 


November 17, 1887 

The Quimby House, with D. S. Sim- 
mons as landlord, commenced business 
on Friday. This event will be hailed 
with joy by all. 
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The new iron bridge across the Sioux 
at Quimby is being rapidly completed and 
will be ready for crossing in about ten 
days. This is a boon to the farming com- 
munity on the west side. A great many 
have been holding their grain until they 
could market it at this lively little town. 


November 24, 1887 

The railway fare from Cherokee to 
Correctionville is 70 cents. No regular 
trains have been put on yet, but will be in 
about a week, Trains will soon begin to 
run regularly on the south lines. Onawa 
and Cherokee are only a few hours apart 
now. While we have much to be thankful 
for we still wish more--to get to Omaha 
from Cherokee. 


November 30, 1887 

Thos. Cloz of the new firm of Cloz 
Bros., dealers in grain, livestock and 
coal at Quimby, was a pleasant caller 
this morning and ordered a supply of our 
superior stationery. He is highly pleased 
with the outlook at Quimby. 


December 8, 1887 
Postmaster Clark of Quimby received 
his commission on last Saturday, and isa 


full fledged postmaster but without an of- 
fice as yet. Mail facilities will be afford- 
ed Quimby as soon as regular trains are 
put upon the road. 


December 15, 1887 

~ The county bridge at Quimby was un- 
fortunately not completed before the 
freeze-up. But people are bound to 
reach Quimby and have been crossing on 
the ice with loads until several teams 
have broken through. Last week some 

of the most energetic farmers down 

there went to work and put in a temporary 
plank bridge on the ice. 
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December 21, 1887 
The depot at Quimby has been comple - 
ted with the exception of one coat of plas- 


ter. 


December 29, 1887 
We heard a citizen of Willow the other 
day explaining why Quimby was not right- 
fully named and why it should be called 
Quinquay. "Quin", this philologist said, 
'is from the Latin, meaning five and 
'quay' means city so Quinquay would be 
Fifth City, and as Quimby is the fifth 
town in the county, it should be named 
Quinquay. 
January ae 8 8 
ee Quimby continues to grow, although the 
bad weather of the past few days has been 
rather discouraging to the carpenters. But 
few lots remain unsold on Main Street. If 
the demand for lots in the future is equal 
to that of the past, (and we believe it will 


be) Quimby will have to extend her city lim- 


its to meet the demand. 


The Quimby post-office is now in oper- 
ation and gets mail three times a week. 


January 19, 1888 

action in Justice O'Connell's court. The 
State of Iowa per Isaac Clark, accusing 
Fred Sellars of the crime of assault and 
battery. The young men had quarreled 
over some cattle and Sellars struck 
Clark. Sellars had been fined $2.00. 
The State claimed this conviction was a 
farce, brought about by collusion and 
fraud. On hearing, the case was dis- 
missed. Clark and Sellars are sons of 
A. J. Clark and George Sellars, res- 
pectively, good and respected citizens 
of Willow township and near neighbors. 
It is to be hoped these young people will 
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reconcile their differences. Bothparties 
are made of too good material to indulge 
in petty bickerings which only result in 
heart burnings and unhappiness to all 


-concerned. 


The people in the vicinity of Quimby 
are complaining because the new bridge 
over the Little Sioux is not completed. 
This bridge was to have been finished 
last fall, but nothing has been done fur- 
ther than driving the piling. The temp- 
orary bridge put in by the farmers will 
have served its usefulness when the break- 
up comes and they are anxious for the new 
one. Why it has not been built we cannot 
say. 


February 22, 1888 
- At the present writing Quimby can 
boast of 32 buildings. Other buildings 
are being framed as fast as possible. 
About 15 wood butchers were doing 


duty in town last week. 


Thomas Sones, Mart Sleezer, Mr. 
Parker from Baden and Sam Partus 
from Holstein purchased lots in 
Quimby yesterday. A boom witha 
bottom to it has surely struck our 
little town. 


Please hand in your local items when 
fresh. We don't like to publish a birth 
after the child is weaned, a marriage 
after the honeymoon is over or the death 
of a man after his widow is married 
again, 
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1888 

Senathan Brewox was a caller yes- 
terday and ordered his mail sent to 
Quimby hereafter. Quimby is getting 
there fast. We now send 18 Chero- 
keans to that office. 


February Ae 


February 28, 1888 


The farmers living north and west 


cyt dae ey 


usoL 


of town are anxious for the completion 
of the 
town. 
of punching the County Board for their 
The bridge should be 
completed without delay as it makes it 


bridge across the river northof 
They are making loud threats 


neglectfulness. 


very inconvenient for all who live west 
of the river to come to town, 


Ay “ob Sik 2. 


A picture of the bridge when it was finally completed, 
the longest bridge in the county. 
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February 28, 1888 

A man in a western town hanged him- 
self to a bedpost by his suspenders. The 
coroner's jury, who had been mothers 
themselves, decided that the deceased 
came to his death by coming home drunk 
and mistaking himself for his pants. 


May 30, 1888 

The Onawa line will have one traina 
day, going down in the morning and back 
in the evening. This arrangement will 
be very convenient as long as it lasts, 
giving plenty of time to visit any point 
and return the same day. 


Brakeman Doyle had a finger slightly 
bruised on the Onawa line Monday. A 
special brought him to Cherokee for aid, 
but his injuries turned out to be less ser- 


ious than was supposed and he was able to 


go on duty again yesterday. 


July 19, 1888 

The campaign in the southern part 
of the county was formally opened by 
the Republican League of Quimby and 
Washta Saturday night. It may seema 
little early in the season but these flour- 
ishing towns are politically, as other- 
wise, energetic and wide-awake. They 
believe in Harrison and pin their faithto 
the grand old party of progress, Quimby 


put forward her best foot and a deputation 


of 8 little misses clothed in white, with 
caps ornamented with our national flag, 
met the Washta procession about 2 miles 
out and never did the hills along the 
Sioux echo back louder hurrahs for any 
national candidate than then. The cor- 
net band of Quimby played martial music 
for an enthusiastic gathering in the hall. 


12) 


September 5, 1888 

T. M. McCracken will occupy his 
hotel in about a month. Tom is a good 
fellow and, of course, his boarders will 
get good grub. 


Quite a number of loads of small 
grain have been marketed here from the 
new crop, at which prices your corres- 
pondent did not learn, but the farmers 
seemed to be satisfied, and that is say- 
ing a good deal. 


October 31, 1888 
N. W. Eddy will run a hack between 
Cherokee and Quimby on election day. 


[gore to ebsolto ogee: 6 tiv 
edt mort oxed botedtant aoed svad nisry 
-981T09 woy seoing doidw ts .gqor1s wos 

@toarrsi oft tud ,.aisel tom bib tcrabaog 
fe had ema bas ,beiteitee od of bornsoe 
seb beog & gal 


888i fe te 
meowted : Aoad s ava Ubw (Oba .W 
.¥6b noftoelo 10 oid chi bars soxtonod 


sete vaio YOY 


tisiv of sit to yine 
Veb sc58 ies 


sg 


BRIDGES OF THE LITTLE SIOUX 


The longest bridge ever constructed in Cherokee County spanned the Little 
Sioux north of Quimby. 
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BRIDGES NEAR QUIMBY 


A swinging footbridge about three miles from Quimby on the old river road, was 
located near the Purcell school and connected the Hamilton place to the farm of A. D. 
Zupp. Just wide enough for people to cross single file, it was made of wood, with 
steel cables on either side used as hand rails, and was over the Little Sioux where 
the channel narrowed and deepened. 


ony A 
The views are of the approach to the old river bridge; the first shows the 
bridge approach covered by high water. 
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The bridge for which the people of Quimby and the farmers west of town hadbeen | 
anxiously waiting to have constructed, was begun in 1887 and completed in 1888. The 
flood of 1891 washed the center span of the bridge away, as it had most of the other | 
bridges in the area, so that it was necessary to build another one. During the inter- 
im, a flat ferryboat was used to transport people and their horses, buggies and wag- 
ons to the opposite bank. The ferry, according to Robert Clark, who is 75 years old, 
was something like a large raft, and was pulled across the river by a rope. For years’ 
the old snubbing post, which was used to secure the rope, stood in the middle of the 
river, 


When the bridge was rebuilt, a long wooden span of planking, with a low railing 
alongside, led from the north approach to the main span over the river. At first | 
dirt fill was between the two spans; then both were connected with new planking sev- 
eral years later. 


The old road led north over the bridge, one branch following the river to Washta 
on the Wendell stage route; the other turned to the east, then followed the hills north | 
of where the substation is now located. « 
The latest bridge, east of the original one, was built about 1922, of concrete and 
steel, and was shorter than the old one. At first people had thought a bridge couldn't 


be located there because of wet ground, but engineers were able to put in pilings that 
would withstand the water. ; 


PICTURE TAKEN WHEN 
THE LAST BRIDGE WAS 


UNDER CONSTRUCTION, 
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THE BANKS OF THE SIOUX 


----- George Clark 


No poet has sung of 
Our dear little stream 
No artist has painted And the farming community 
The beautiful scene, . Surely is blest 


Our county's the pride 
Of this glorious west, 


With its wild rugged hills 
To the valley slope down 
And the pure limpid waters 
That flow by the town. 


With the bounteous products 
Of every kind; 

Corn, wheat, oats, barley, 
Sheep, cattle, and swine; 


Streams without number 
Their course travel through 
Contented to mingle 

With the beautiful Sioux. 


George Clark, father of Robert Clark, came to Rock Township in 1883,.and 
settled on section 13. The family had. gone to the Creighton, Nebraska area 
with the intentions of settling there, but they didn't like the appearance of the 
soil. Mrs. Clark had liked the northwest part of Iowa, and after a few days in 
Nebraska, the family came back to Sioux’ City on the immigrant car of the train. 
The Clarks had two children, Earl and Mae (Mrs. Peter Graham) when they 
came to Rock, where Robert was born. Robert has furnished us with a poem 
written by his father and published in the May 25, 1899 issue of the Cherokee 
Weekly Times. Excerpts from the poem are printed with his permission. Mr. 
Clark still has in his possession the notebook in which his father wrote a number 
of other poems. In his leisure time, the senior Mr. Clark enjoyed writing poetry 
about the people and places around him. 
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CHAPTER 5 
Chunehes And Schools 


Offs. Wight, who came to Pilot Township in 1858, had been licensed to preach 
in Crawford County, Iowa, May 30, 1857; for a time he had charge of the Cherokee 
and Spirit Lake Circuit, preaching the first Methodist sermon in Cherokee County. 
The Methodists were the first denomination to make use of circuit riders on the 
frontier. This method was ideally suited to sparse settlements. These dedicated, 
zealous men rode innumerable miles on horseback, fording creeks and rivers and 
braving Indians and the wilderness to bring their comfort to pioneers in time of 
trouble, to perform marriage ceremonies, and to help keep in touch with the out- 
side world. These early preachers, with their familiar saddle bags, materially 
increased church membership. 


The Wesleyan Methodist church of Pilot township was formed by twelve persons 
in December of 1869. The first pastor to serve the church was Dr. Levi Rogers. 
Services were first held in the homes of the early settlers. A church building was 
erected in the spring of 1882, when Reverend D. R. Stanford was pastor, at a cost 
of $1700. It was a frame structure 24 by 40 feet and seated one hundred fifty per- 
sons comfortably. The membership in 1889 was still small--24 persons. 


One of the pastors, the Reverend McGovern, had an experience in the cyclone of 
1893. Rev. and Mrs. McGovern hastened to the cellar when they saw the approach- 
ing storm. They had barely reached the shelter when their house was swept away 
by the terrible wind. The house was demolished, and the contents and the wrecked 
house were scattered over a wide range of territory, but the pastor and his wife 
-escaped injury. Many of the parishioners, who had also suffered great property 
losses, rallied to the support of the church, and one year later a new parsonage was 
erected about a half mile from the location of the former parsonage, at a cost of $800. 


In the 1890's, this church suffered at the hands of a gang of vandals who entered 
the church , and burned the Bible and all the hymn books and other church literature, 
They also entered the cemetery and broke several of the monuments. The gang had 
desecrated cemeteries and churches at several places in the county, including those 
of Good Hope and Aurelia. The personnel of the crowd was never revealed. 


MT, ZION METHODIST 


Mt. Zion Methodist Church, which was built in 1877, was located about three miles 
east of Quimby. The minister who organized the church was Reverend J. W.Southwell, 
a Methodist minister from Sioux City. A Mrs. Thurber was the Sunday School super- 


intendent. 


Among the people prominent in the work of that church were the Penningtons, the 
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Gadmers, and Stevensons. Jesse Pennington, now of Linn Grove, and Mrs. Robin 
Stanford, of Delta, Colorado, reminisce about that little country church elsewhere 
in this history. Forest Stevenson's grandmother, Mrs. George Stevenson--''!Aunt 
Rachel''-- became a Sunday School teacher of Jesse Pennington. The churchserved 
as a social center of the community until a new Methodist church building was erec- 
ted in Quimby in 1889. 


SILVER METHODIST 


_ The earliest religious services in Silver 
township were held in 1873 by Dr. Levi Ro- 
gers. Dr. Rogers, who was both a doctor 
and a minister, also held services in a num- 
ber of places in the Little Sioux Valley. 
Later the pulpit was filled by Methodist min- 
isters from Washta and Quimby. The church 
served as a social center of the community 
as well as a house of worship. Many people 
remember with nostalgia the happy times at 
the Silver Church; the ice cream socials, the - 
church dinners, and the young people's Ep- 
worth League parties. 


Reverend and Mrs. Plummer, who are,living in retirement in Marcus, recall some 
of the events that took place in Silver Church. When the Plummers came to Quimby in 
1912, the Silver Church had been closed for twelve years, and many of the people inthe 
community had never been to a church service until Silver was opened by the Plummers. 
They often had 130 people in Sunday School when there was not a lot of smallpox. At that 
time, those active in the church were the Ray Bagenstos family, Hiram Leonard's fam- 
ily, and Ralph Stoneking and family. During the 1930's, the church was still very ac- 
tive, and was served several years by Rev. L. G. Havinghurst, of the Washta charge, 
who is now serving at Fort Dodge. 


METHODIST CHURCH 


The Methodists of the area held services from the time the first buildings were erec- 
ted in the town, since they were on a circuit which was served by an itinerant preacher 
who made the rounds periodically. One of the early circuit riders was Rev. D. R. 
Stanford, who rode up and down the Little Sioux Valley from Larrabee to Smithland. Ser- 
vices were held in the upper room of the Sellers building, which later became known as 
the Pinkerton Implement building. It was torn down a few years ago. 


The Quimby Methodist Episcopal Class, of twelve members, was organized in March, 


1889, by Rev. J. L. Whitney, pastor at Washta. A new building, 24 by 40 feet, was 
erected at a cost of $1700. Rev. I. N. Pardee officiated at the dedication July 7, 1889, 
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and lifted the debt of $340. Charter members numbered about fifty. Some of them 
were: 


The A, R. Hubbards, Jonah Clarks, Frank Dodds, G. W. 
Bucks, David Bulock, Jacob Lauer, Jessie Zupp, Clara 
Tolbert and others. 


The new building was located just west of where the present Lutheran Church now 
stands. 
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Picture taken of 


M. E. Church in 
the Spring of 1924. 
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Interior of the Methodist Church on Easter 1898. 
Reverend Fegtley is the Minister. 
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In 1898, the young people of the Methodist Church embroidered names in red on 
white blocks and charged everyone 10¢ to have his name put on the quilt. The 
Epworth League motto at the top of the quilt reads, ''Look up, Lift up.'' At the 
end of the project, the quilt was sold. 


Names on the quilt: 


Dila Coulson May Miller Alfreda Fegtley Little Hilda 

Mrs. Myrtle Tyrell Fannie Stamper Martha Stanford Mrs, Emma Stanford 
Mrs. S. J. Soyster Roy Groves Charles Groves Mrs. John Sellers 
Mrs. A. R. Hubbard Irene Leonard Eugene Cline Mrs. Esther Hendrix 
Mrs. Etta Draper. Kenneth Shaul Gus Hendrix Mrs. R. Thurber 
Mrs. Phoebe Shaul Ollie Smith Daphne Shaul Mrs. Jennie Forsythe 
Aubrey Shaul D. R. Stanford E. Fegtley 

Sophia Parker Ella Forsythe > Jennie S. Wood 

Jessie Huston Edna Crawford James Dubel 

Guy Crawford Meda Leonard Kate Hammond 

Mable Clark Mrs. Annie Jones Ollie Parker 

Martin Cline Mrs. Stanford Lizzie Sargent 


Also embroidered on the other blocks were ''My Sweetheart's The Man In The Moon", 
"Easter Greetings", ''Quimby Epworth League 1892 organized by Rev. Fegtley", 


"Solid Comfort''. 94 
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A friendly rivalry developed between the Methodists and the Presbyterians from 
an offer by the Illinois Central Railroad to contribute a pulpit set to the first congre- 


gation to dedicate their building. The Methodists won the pulpit set and the Presby- 
terians won a pulpit Bible. 


In 1924, the Presbyterians discontinued services in their building which they sold 
to the Methodists, and the Methodist building was moved to the site of the Presbyter- 
ian Church where the two buildings were joined to make one. Rev. Arthur Dyson was 
pastor when the purchase was made, The building was rededicated February 1, 1925. 


The fiftieth anniversary of the church in Quimby was observed June 1l, 1939, with 
special morning services followed by a potluck dinner, and an afternoon service. The 
bulletin of that date stated: 


'Even today it is no easy matter to raise funds for the building 
of a church. Can we imagine what it must have been half a cen- 
tury ago when the country was new, crops poor, prices low, 
grasshoppers prolific, with no beneficent government to furnish 
combatant aid, W. P. A. work, or monetary relief; when every 
family must make its own way, provide for itself or starve. 


_..Mother Hubbard remembers how she and her husband spent whole days driving over 
this country with team and buggy upon the discouraging task of soliciting monetary 
pledges for the erection of a house of worship."' 


In 1942, the Methodist Church building burned to the ground, The building was a 
combination of two church structures, both more than fifty years old. The Rev. T. 
L. Paul was pastor when the building burned. Hampered by sub-zero temperatures, 
the Quimby firemen were ‘unable to save the building, but rescued some of the furnish- 
ings. 


After the church was destroyed by fire, the congregation voted to begin an immed- 
iate drive for funds, so that a new church could be built. Rev. B. L. Weaver was 
pastor when the initial drive for funds began. 


At first services were held in the school building, while funds were being raised 
toward the building of a new church, For atime a hall on Main Street was used for 
services, then Good Hope Church was moved in and remodeled, to be used untilthe 
new church could be erected. Rev. and:Mrs. Arthur Rasmussen were here three 
years while services were conducted in the Good Hope Church building. 
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Good Hope Church which was moved to Quimby to be used by the Methodists after 


their church burned in 1943. When the new Methodist Church was erected, this 
church was sold to the Quimby school to be used as a science building. 


It is now 
used as a special education room for the Willow Community School. 


Following Reverend and Mrs. Arthur Rasmussen was Dr, and Mrs. R. C. Jerrell, 


who worked unceasingly toward the building of an adequate and well-equipped house of 
worship for Quimby Methodists. The new church was dedicated on January 16, 1955, 
and the Good Hope building sold to the school district to be used for classrooms, 
Since that time, anelectronic organ, stained glass windows and other improvements 
have been added, making the structure beautiful and inspirational, 
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The following is taken from the records of the W.S.C.S: 


The Ladies' Aid Society was organized May 31, 1889, withthe raembership 
including both men and women. Part of the Constitution states: 


''The purpose of this society is to more successfully pro- 
mote social, moral and religious interest in our commun- 
ity."' 


Ladies paid dues of 10¢---gentlemen 20¢. Absent members were fined a nickel, 
the secretary collecting all fines. Any member refusing to pay above said fine 
was expelled, unless a good excuse was forthcoming. Gentlemen were not allow- 
ed to vote, other than by permission of the president. According to the first book 
of records, the treasury was as low as 89¢ at one time. 


The charter members of the Ladies' Aid were: 


Mrs. A. J. Soyster, Edna Hubbard, Mrs. Theo. Closz, 
C. W. Hammond, Sophia Cline, Delilah Fox, John J. 
Aster, C, T. Leonard, ‘Cora Simmons, Mrs. H. L. 
Shaul, A. T. “Hiscox, Rosy Fox? Aire. GC. Rox. Ac Re 
Hubbard, P. Cline, J. C. Littell, S. H. Middlekauff, 
Mrs. M. J. Parker, Mr. and Mrs. Thurber, Mrs. 
Scott, Mrs. Hubbard, Mrs. Tramp, and Mrs. Clark. 


In September, 1940, the Ladies' Aid and the Missionary Society united and be- 
came known as the Woman's Society of Christian Service. Mrs. Guy Smith was 
elected president of this newly formed group. 


When the church burned down in 1943, the Woman's Society held its first meet- 
ing in the bank building, and after that, meetings were held at the IQOF Hall, until 
the Wesley Hall was rented for all the church meetings. The Woman's Society work- 
ed especially hard during those years before the church was built, and when Rev. 
Jerrell came, plans had progressed to such a stage that building began soon after 
his arrival. 


The Woman's Society's $1,000 was the first money to be placed in the building 
fund, and the Society pledged $1,000 a year for three more years toward the fund. 


The chancel rug, tables, chairs, and all the kitchen furnishings were paid for 
by the W.S.C.S., and they also paid for a part of the pews and the stained glass 
windows. 


The membership has grown to 94 members, and meetings are held once a 
month, with four circles meeting once a month also. The present presidentis Mrs, 


Noel Courtright. 
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In addition to the Woman's Society of Christian Service, the church has an ac- 
tive Men's Group of thirty members, Every year, this group sponsors a pancake 
supper, using the money to aid the boy scout program or wherever it is most need- 
ed. Clyde Petty was the first president of the group, and Kendall Stevenson, Rich- 
ard Knapp, and Junior Law have served since. The young people's group is known 
as the Methodist Youth Fellowship, or the MYF. James Pearse is president of 
the group, Jack Lorenzen, vice-president, and Connie Petty, treasurer. Wally 
Paige is representative to the sub-district. A week-day church school is held for 
several weeks in.the fall, on Wednesday nights. At present the membership of the 
church is 408, and the enrollment of the Sunday School department is 221. Rever- 
end .Max Paige is the pastor, both of Quimby and Washta Methodist churches. 


Quimby, Towa, Ian 27, 1925 
Dear Frend: 


You are cordially invited to attend the Re-dedication Services of 
the First Methodist Episcopal Church, Sunday, February Ist. 

Morning worship at 10:30. Sermon by Bishop Frederick T 
Keeney, D. D, L. L. D., of Omaha, Nebr. 

Picnic dinner at close of the morning service in the church 
parlors. Coffee will be served free. 

Afternoon worship at 2:30. Sermon by Dr. Frank FE. Moss- 
man, president of Morningside College. 

This is to be the greatest day in the history of Quimby and we 
are counting on all our people to be present. 


Cordially yours, 
A. Dyson, Pastor 


bD. R. Stanford, 
L. L. Heywood, 
E. E. Courtright, 


Building Committee 
C. Pennington, 


The picture shown on the above dedication program was taken after 
the Methodists combined the building with the former Presbyterian 
building. The structure burned in 1942. 
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THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF MINISTERS OF THE METHODIST CHURCH 


J. L. Whitney 

S. H. Middlekouf 
C. M. Phoenix 
G. G. Yeoman 
G. L. Tennant 
E. W. B. Tatlow 
Thomas Carson 
ms 2. Pepetiey 
F. L. Moore 

W. L. Marsh 
Alonzo Brown 

J. BP. Allen 


B.- J. Bristow 


A, Ax Pittenger 
Samuel Knor 

R PAs Bitar eS ah 

R. A. Harwood 
A. L. Norfleet 
EK... J. Plammer 
J. V. Madison 
W. E. Ellison 
L. E. Wardle 
J. L. Whitney 
Fremont Faul 
J. H. Bond 


Arthur Dyson 
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W. C. Bergman 
J. S. Hutchings 
Watson Herrold 
FG, Pruel 

rh Ws £ aris 

O. E. Shaul 

H. G. Dawes 
Theodore Paul 
B. L. Weaver 
Arthur Rasmussen 
R. C. Jerrell 
Max E. Paige 
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THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


Members of the Christian Church first held services and Sunday School in the 


De pete PS |. Se 


old school building of the Alliance District, four miles south of Quimby. Mr. and | 


Mrs. Laughlin were the leaders of the small congregation, with Mr. Laughlin ser- 
ving as lay minister. Some early settlers who were active in the church were the 
Richard Hoyts, Schultzes, Don Flickingers, ''Doc'' Richards and Michael Conleys. 
The group sang their hymns from books with only the words printed in them---no 
notes. Mrs. Henry Riseling still has several of those old hymnals. This group 
was sometimes known as the ''Campbellites'', because the church was founded by 
Alexander Campbell. 


Before 1900 a building was erected in Quimby which served as a place of wor- 
ship for several years. One of the early preachers was a Rev. Davis, who weigh- 
ed in at 328 pounds. 


The church believed in baptismby immersion, and it is told that Mrs. Pearl 
Simmons, who had been baptized on a cold day, suffered the misfortune of having 
her hair freeze during the buggy ride home. 


Later, the church sold its building to the Woodman Lodge, and an addition was 
built on the north end. The hall became a social center and opera house for the 
community, and in later years was used as a theater. When the building was razed 
a few years ago, the old baptismal tank was found stored under the stage, where 
it had been for at least fifty years. 


UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


The United Presbyterians formed a congregation in Quimby in 1887, with four- 
teen members, having formerly held their services ina rural school three miles’ 
north of Quimby. In 1889, a building was built in Quimby on the site where the 
Methodist Church now stands, The church was erected at a cost of $3,000, meas- 


ured 30 by 50 feet and seated 500 persons. At first the church was supplied by Rev. 


Potter, and later by Rev. Kyle of Ohio, who was succeeded by Rev. Dunlap. Rev. 
Kyle was still pastor in 1912, when Rev. and Mrs. Plummer came to Quimby to 
serve the Methodist Church. Mrs. Plummer writes: . 


'This was the Scotch branch of the Presbyterian Church, 
After a few months, Rev. Kyle was succeeded by Rev. 
Calhoun. Rev. Calhoun's niece lived with him, and I 
think she is now Mrs. Ernest Fassler. The Presbyterian 
pastors served the Mt. Pleasant church at that time, too, 
and lots of folks went to both churches at night. We all 
went to each other's social events. The Presbyterian 
church had few members, but they were very fine, conse- 
crated people, and lived their religion, When they were 
without a pastor they came regularly to our church, and 
were still having services when we left, "' 
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By 1924, many of the parishioners had moved away, So it was decided 
to discontinue services. A few of the members joined the Methodist church 
and the building was sold to the Methodists. The Methodist church was then 


moved to the site and joined to the Presbyterian structure. This edifice stood 
until it was destroyed by fire in 1942. 


PILGRIM EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 


On April 18, 1941, a group of men met for the purpose of organizing an 
Evangelical Lutheran Church at Quimby. They asked the aid of Pastor Witt- 
kopp of Marcus, who served as the first minister. The first officers elec- 
ted were Bert Smith, August Huck, Victor Stieneke, Chris Godberson, Emil 
Ladwig, Carl Thies and William Wunchel. The first services were held in 
the Victor Stieneke home, and later in the American Legion Hall. In 1942, 
the congregation acquired its own house of worship when the former Metho- 
dist Church building from Silver township was purchased. 


In November, 1955, work was started to construct a basement under the 
building, and in January, 1956, the interior of the old building was completely 
remodeled and a thirty-foot chancel added. About half of the labor was do-. 
nated by members of the congregation. Dedication for the remodeled building 
was. held September 20, 1956. 


In November, 1948, the congregation was aligned with that of Correction- 
ville, but this alignment has since been dissolved. The Quimby church was 
served by vacancy pastors until July, 1961, when the church reorganized with 
the Trinity Lutheran Church of Marcus, both having been served by the Rev. 
Henry Friedrich. The Friedrich family moved to Marcus from Oregon. 


The Pilgrim Lutheran Church has three active organizations; the Naomi 
Society began in May, 1941; the Walther League was started shortly after, 
but has been replaced by the Pilgrim Youth Group; the men of the church have 
a dart ball team in the winter months when they play in competition with other 
churches in the area. 


The Sunday School has a membership of approximately forty children; the 
congregation numbers 175 members, with 102 communicant members. Or- 
ganists are Lynda Admire and Janane Ebert, with boys from the Youth Group 
serving as ushers. The present officers serving the church are; 


Dale Roepke, Orville Peekenschneider, Lloyd Dickman, 


Earl Ebert, William Meyer, Forrest Spencer, Waldo 
Dickman, Frank Admire and Jess Ruring. 
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ST, JOHN'S CATHOLIC CHURCH 


In 1931, Father Thomas M. Parle, then pastor at Immaculate Conception 
parish in Cherokee, offered Mass in the community hall at Quimby. He found 
families with Catholic backgrounds living as far as 20 miles from any parish 
church. He set up plans for a summer of religious instruction for children 
with the help of priests from Trinity College in Sioux City, with mass being 
offered on two Sundays each month. This situation continued until 1948. 


In the summer of 1948, Father Louis Lynch, who had been appointed pastor 
at Cherokee, purchased a store building on Quimby's main street, and since 
that time Mass has been offered at Quimby each Sunday and Holy Day. Forthese 
past 24 years, the mission ati Quimby has existed without benefit of an adequate 
church building, without any social hall, and with only very poor facilities for 
religious instruction. 


City lots were purchased in the spring of 1961, and toward the end of Sep- 
tember ground was broken for the construction of the new church. M. W. Way- 
man, Cherokee, was general contractor; with plumbing, cabinet work and all 
labor on floors donated and done by the men of the parish. Father Lynch esti- 
mated the cost at less than $50,000; $10,000 of this money was donated by the 
Catholic Church Extension Society and many friends throughout the diocese made 
personal contributions to help with the work. 


On April 1, 1962, His Excellency, the Rev. Joseph M. Mueller, D.D, off- 
iciated at the dedication of the new Saint John's Church. Father E. V. Carpen- 
ter, pastor at Early, and the former assistant at Cherokee and Quimby, was 
celebrant of the Mass. Father Frank Staber, pastor at Spirit Lake and a grad- 
uate of the Quimby school, gave the sermon. 


For the Quimby folks of Catholic faith, this new church home is a realiz- 
ation of a long felt need and dream. 
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EDUCATION 


The first school in the vicinity of Quimby was at the foot of the hill about a quar- 
ter of a mile south of town on the east side of the road. It was a frame school buil- 
ding, erected in 1871, and was taught by Mrs. George Sellers, whose husband fur- 
nished part of the land for the new town. Another early teacher of the school wasa 
Mrs. Wedlock. In 1889, the school at the foot of the hill was discontinued, andclass- 
es were started in the hall over the Sellers store building. Mrs. D. R. Stanford 
relates that she and Martin Cline attended school that fall in the kitchen of a Mrs. 
Parsons, who lived on the farm now owned by Peter Carstens. Late in 1889, a 
school building was erected in town on the southeast corner of what is the present 
park, The building had two classrooms downstairs, and a large assembly, a class-_ 
room, anda library upstairs. In 1894, a Miss Roddis taught the upper grades. Dur- 
ing that year, Mrs. Stanford attended school in the town. She states that there was 
no mention of grades, but the 'upstairs'' was for older children. Pupils were ad- 
vanced according to the ''readers'' they had mastered. 


PUPILS OF THE EARLY 
QUIMBY SCHOOL 


A TYPICAL 
EARLY SCHOOL ROOM 
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Commencement exercises for Quimby's first graduating class were held May 
26, 1904, in the United Presbyterian Church, and the baccalaureate sermon was 
preached by Rev. E. J. Bristow in the Methodist Episcopal Church. Exercises 
were held for graduates of three grades, the eleventh, the tenth, and the eighth. 
Eleventh grade graduates were Daphne Shaul and Jessie Weeks. Tenth grade 
graduates were Elizabeth Graham and Harry Dawson. Kenneth Shaul was the 
only eighth grade graduate. Each class had its own motto and class colors. At 
that time, Quimby had no twelfth grade. The school colors were red and white. 
The program consisted of an instrumental solo by Mrs. C. A. Dubel, several 
songs by the Pilot Rock Quartette, speeches and recitations by the graduates, 
an instrumental solo by Miss Laura Clark, a vocal solo by Miss Mary Graham, 
and an instrumental duet by the Misses Phelan and Graham. The principal was 
G, D, @léevinger,. 


The 1905 graduates were Joyce Dawson and Ernest Parker. Marvin Gilbert 
was principal. 


The lone graduate in 1905 was Nellie Upham and the principal was J. A. Gil- 
lespie. 


ee a ee 


The present class is the largest one the school has graduated, and 
consists of Mary A. Sargent, Alelia Fish, Velma McMurrin, Kenneth 
Shaul, Jessie Dawson, and Frank VanSickle. Kenneth Shaul doing post- 
graduate work. The eighth grade graduates are Germ Cantine, J. Law- 
rence Laurent, Julius E. Stevenson, Rose B. Crawford, Clay Dawson, 
Nellie M. Parker, Mae L. Weeks, and Goldie F. Clark. 


For several years after 1904, Quimby Public School graduates were awarded 
diplomas upon completion of the tenth grade, but in the fall of 1921, the eleventh 
grade was again added, and in the fall of 1921, the twelfth grade was required for 
graduation. The school was consolidated in 1920, and the first class to graduate 
after consolidation was in 1921. The members of the class were: Fred Meyer, 
Albert Meyer, Emily Harshbarger, and Ethel Soules. 


The first annual was printed in 1923, the spring before the school was moved 
to the new brick building in the south end of town. 


When the school was consolidated, four one-room school houses were moved 
in from the country, to be used as grade classrooms. Three of them were placed 
west of the main building, and one was put on the north side of it to be used as a 
classroom for home economics and manual arts. One of them still stands in the 
southwest corner of the park, where it is used as the Legion Hall. 
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3 RURAL SCHOOLS WHICH WERE MOVED -- 
ONE IS LEGION HALL TODAY 


The first small buses of the new consolidated district were pulled by teams of 
-horses, and were driven by Harry McCartney, John Dodd, and Aaron Martin. The 
next year they were driven by Guy Jackson, Aaron Martin, John Dodd. Other early 
drivers included ''Cac'' Ludwig, Ben Peck, and Glenn McCannon, 

Mrs. Keith Pearse recalls that her father, Aaron Martin, had the river route 
past the present place of Merle Simonsen, as far as the "old Zupp" place. He lived 
at the end of his route, and would hitch up his team by 6:30 in the morning. In win- 
ter, she and her twin sister, now Mrs. John Crimmings, would get on the bus with 
their father before daylight to begin the cold ride to town. The only heat in the bus 
was furnished by a little stove under the floor of the bus and the heat came through 
a small register. If a child would get too close to the register, he would burn his 
overshoes; if too far away, his feet would become very cold. Once Mr. Martin 


stopped near Cliff Wright's corn field and replenished the dying fire with a few ears 
of corn. 
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He drove a bus for the school for thirty years, during the period from 1921 to 
1953 and was never involved in an accident while transporting pupils. Childrenof 
two generations rode on his bus. 


Within about two years after consolidation, the buses were motorized; most of 
them with ''Model T'' Ford trucks. The modern day buses were a far cry from the 
early buses. Their capacity is from 48 to 50 pupils, three times as many as the 
early buses would hold. They also have many safety features which were unknown 
forty years ago. 


The cornerstone for a new brick school building at the south end of town was 
laid October 24, 1922. By the fall of 1923, the building was ready for use. The 
laying of the cornerstone was an important event in Quimby, and all business places 
closed for the afternoon. Attorney Robert Munger of Sioux City, a former Quimby 
resident, gave the address. A parade of school children, citizens, and officials 
of the Masonic Grand Lodge of Iowa was held. The lodge was in charge of the cere- 
monies. The cost of the new building was $88,053. The building was well constr- 
ucted and is stillin use. Dr. L. S. Brewer, president of the board of education 
at the time, deserved a great deal of credit for the quality workmanship, as he in- 
sisted on the best of materials and spent much time on the project. 


In board of education picture below, 

from left to right: Walter Simmons, D. R. Stanford , 
Mrs. Newton Palmer, John Clark, 
andor. is..o. Brewer. 
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A smaller brick building to the north of the original building was erected in1952, 
adding to classroom space and providing basement rooms for the band and for the 
lunch program. The basement area is connected to the main building by means of 
an underground corridor. A cement block building was erected for school buses 
and for manual arts rooms. The school purchased the Good Hope church building 
from the Methodist church and it is now used as a school for special education 
classes, 


Soon after Rock township came into the district, the Quimby Consolidated School 
reorganized with the Washta Consolidated School, making the Willow Community 
School district. At present, all the facilities of both buildings are in use, but per- 
haps in a few years, new buildings will be erected. The grades are still in each 
town, but the junior high classes, sixth grade through eighth, meet in the Washta 
Building, and the high school classes meet in Quimby. 
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CHAPTER 6 


Early Days Sn Quimby 


As soon as a site was selected for a town, arrangements were made to haveF. K, 
Baldwin, a civil engineer of Sioux City, survey and plat it. The virginal site contain- 
ed 21.3 acres, and was recorded and filed October 3, 1887. It had alleys 16 feet wide 
and a main street 66 feet wide. Surveyors markers were indicated by stones embedded 
inthe streets. The first public lands were acquired by Cherokee and Western Town 
and Lot Company, who in turn sold them to private individuals. 


Following is a list of the first recorded deeds: 


The Public Cherokee & Western Sections 11,12 Sept. 7, 1887 
Town & Lot Co. 90,41 
Cherokee & Western W. G. Sylvester Lot 16, Block 10 Oct. 27, 1887 
Cherokee & Western Soyster & Son Lot 5.) Black: 15) (Dec. 1. 1687 
Cherokee & Western William P. Fox Lot 15, Block 10 Dec. 16, 1887 
Cherokee & Western J, P. Dickeyaeexco, Lot 6, Block 7 Jan. 11, 1888 
Cherokee & Western Soyster & Son Lot 6, Block 15 Apr. 23, 1888 
Cherokee & Western First M.E. Church Lot 20, Block 7 May 23, 1888 
Cherokee & Western D. S. Simmons - Lot 17, Block10 June 1, 1888 
Cherokee & Western Timothy Sargent Lot 9, Block 14 Nov. 6, 1888 
Cherokee & Western Frederick Sellers Lot 19, Block 15 Mar. 6, 1889 


The stage stops and postoffices of Wendell and De Leon were discontinued as soon as 
a postoffice was established in the new town. There was some controversy about the 
name for the new village, but the argument as to whether to call it Wendell, or to name 
it after the men from whom the land was acquired, was resolved when it was decided to 
name it after F. W. Quimby. 


A blacksmith shop and a house were moved in from DeLeon by Mr. George Keith. 
The shop stood east of the present special education school, and he placed his house on 
the lot now owned by Mrs. Ethel Nelson. Later the house was moved to the north endof 
town to be used as a residence for the Gene Sargent family. It has since been torndown. 
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Three other houses which were brought from DeLeon are still in use. One, 
brought by Tim Sargent was placed on the lot north of the Skelly Service Station 
and is owned by Mrs. A. D. Martin. The Al Patton house is the residence of 
Gertie Courtright, and the Henry Hull residence is now occupied by the Richard 
Stevensons. The first house to be erected in the village was built by M. J. Parker. 
The Geo. Voss family lives there at present. 


The first building erected on the plat was the grain elevator of E. M. Dickey 
and Co., in the fall of 1887. The first to sell merchandise in the village was A. 
J. Clark and Soyster and Son. The first druggists were Smith and Shaul, who 
commenced operations in the fall of 1888; the grocery trade was in the hands of 
the general dealers and Smith and Shaul; A. J. Raymond was the first dealer in 
furniture, and the pioneer agricultural implement dealer was E. F. Leonard, who 
put in a stock in the spring of 1888------- A. J. Clark also dealt in farm machinery. 
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MR; A, J. CLARK 
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Lumber was at first sold by J. P, Dickey, but in 1889, it was ‘in the hands of 
Littell Bros., who also dealt in coal. The pioneer harness maker at Quimby was 
A. Meeker, a master of the trade, and the boot and shoe repairman, A, A, Perrin, 
was the first one in the village to do such work.‘ The first wagon shop was oper-— 
ated by M. J. Parker. The next wagon-maker was V. A. Duboll. The first meat 
market was owned by J. K. Smith. John Pearse was the first barber of the village. 
The first hotel was kept in 1887 by D. S. Simmons, in a building soon sold for a 


clothing store. In 1888 the Valley House was built and was conducted ay ee; = 
McCracken. 


THE VALLEY HOUSE 


The first attempt to supply the ladies with millinery goods was by the Misses 
Lauer, Anna and Ella. In July, 1889, this line was represented by the Misses Bo- 
wen. Their hats were hand-made by the young ladies. 


Dr. Peter Mc Gregor was the physician and surgeon of the village. The pion- 
eer liveryman was D. S. Simmons, ''who carries a good stock, is reasonable in his 
charges, and is doing a large business. Mr. Simmons is also a skillful veterinary 
surgeon and hence is known far and near as ''Doc'' Simmons," 
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DR, MCGREGOR WAS A 


DENTIST AS WELL AS A 


PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON, 


"DOC" SIMMONS 
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The banking business, though quite limited, was represented by Soyster and Son. 
A newspaper, called the Quimby Herald was established in April, 1889, by G. L. 
Bailey. i ae 


A postoffice was secured at Quimby in the fall of 1887, soon after the completion 
of the railroad, The first postmaster was A. J. Clark, who was succeeded by A, C., 
Smith on April 18, 1889, It was made a money order office in July, 1889. 


Quimby, though a small village, was an excellent trading point. The grain and 
livestock shipments, as shown by the agent's books for the year ending July 1, 1889, 
made a fine showing. During that period, there were 600 carloads of grain and 125 
carloads of livestock shipped, making a total of 725 carloads in one year. 


Among other branches of commercial interest was the butter business carried on 
by Soyster and Son, who bought the butter from the farmer before it was salted and 
then worked over and properly prepared it for Eastern markets. 


The population in 1889 was about 250. 


The first four births in the town of Quimby were: On December 20, 1888, a male 
child, Ernest Parker; On October 12, 1889, a male child, ninth in the family, born 
to Carrie and Clarence Pease; On October 30, 1889, Ray A. Warner, third child of 
Mary and John Warner; On January 13, 1890, a male child, first in family, born to 
Dora and Philip Rugland. 


ERNEST PARKER - FIRST BORN IN QUIMBY 
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The first two marriages in Quimby were: J. W. Eubank to L. A. Stevenson on 
January 4, 1888. The marriage took place at the home of the bride's mother. On 
July 3, 1889, Rena Alice Conley was united in marriage to H. J. Scoles. D. S. 
Simmons officiated at both ceremonies. 
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The first three deaths in the town were: 


September 9, 1889 

V. Kypka---22 years of age--male--single 
Kicked by a horse, lived three days 
Certificate signed by Dr. McGregor 


December 16, 1889 
Reighe Sellers---15 months of age--male 
Died of pneumonia 


August 7, 1896 
Schulze baby girl, two days old 
Died of convulsions 
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EARLIEST VIEWS OF QUIMBY 
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EARLY DAYS IN QUIMBY 


The first stores in Quimby were typical of early stores on the western frontier, 
High fronts were the usual style, with a window on either side of a centrally loca- 
ted door. The early stores were in every sense a general store, supplying many 
and varied needs of the customers. Lanterns, lamps and kerosene, yard goods, 
ribbons and thread, patent medicines and food in bulk lots awaited the prospective 
buyer. Candy, cookies, crackers, apples, raisins, dried peaches and prunes, 
and many other things were taken from boxes and barrels, and weighed according 
to the amount the customer desired. Dill pickles could be bought from a large stone 
jar. Coffee was bought in the whole bean and ground at home, or the storekeeper 
would grind it in the store grinder. Some people preferred to grind their own as 
they used it, because it kept its flavor longer that way. When a farmer bought 
groceries on Saturday nights, the storekeeper would be apt to put in a bag of candy 
for the children, most of whom had stayed at home to get their regular Saturday 
night baths. , 
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PEACH DAYS IN QUIMBY 
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Heller's Store With Window Full Of Christmas Items. 
Walter Simmons And Tony Heller Stand In The Doorway. 


Most stores boasted a hard coal burning stove. The burning coal cast a bright 
glow through the "isinglass'' in the door, and people would gather around its com- 
forting warmth to exchange news or bits of gossip. The spittoon was a common sight 
in the stores, as well as in other public places, because many men chewed tobaccoor 
dipped snuff. The early meat markets would have carcasses of the animal hanging in 
the background, and the butcher was willing to cut whatever piece of meat the customer 


desired. 


A board sidewalk was built on the east side of main street from Sellers's store to 
the depot and on past McCracken's house. Hitching posts were situated on the north 
side of the building. Some of the posts stood until the nineteen forties, when they 


were taken down. 
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THE MCCRACKEN RESIDENCE,BUILT BY M,J. PARKER, 
(NOTE BOARD SIDEWALK) 
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SELLERS STORE 
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Almost every house had hitching posts out in front next to the road. Whenmost 
farmers came to town, they would use the town hitching posts, but some of them 
took their horses to the livery barn where they would be fed and watered by the 
proprietor. Others would bring oats and corn along in the back of their wagon to 
feed their own horses, and would water them at the town trough beside the depot, 
if the horses were not afraid of the train. The storekeepers catered to the farm 


trade. Some of them were men who had just recently been farmers themselves, 
and had much in common with their customers. 


LIVERY STABLE ABOUT 1912 
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ORIE PARKER RAN A DRAY LINE. 


People who came to town bought a "house and lot'' or bought lots and built their own 
houses. At the end of the lot, a barn was built for the horses and buggies. Many of 
them kept their own cow, which insured a fresh supply of milk and cream and home 
churned butter. Nearly everyone raised his own chickens so that he could have fresh 
eggs for cooking. Most places had a large garden plot, and much food was canned or 
stored for the winter months ahead. 


Several places boasteu a good well of water, but some families carried water from 
the neighbors. One of the best wells in town was that owned by the Pearse family. Un- 
til 1945, six or seven families carried water from the well, even after the town had its 
own water supply. The water from the well was cold and seemed to be inexhaustible. 
Many of the people from the country who came in over the old river bridge, would water 
their horses in the tank supplied by the well, because their horses would shy away from 
the train if they went to the depot. No doubt the well was part of the underground water 
system where Quimby's town well still draws its supply of water. Some homes had soft 
water cisterns where water was caught from the eave-spouting along the roof of the house; 
other people had to depend on the water they caught in barrels or tubs. Sometimes the 
water would get full of ''wigglers'' when young mosquitoes hatched, and the water would 
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then have to be poured out. In the winter, snow could be melted to acquire soft water 
for bathing and hair washing. People preferred the rain water, because the hard wa- 

ter was hard to ''break''. Present day detergents were unknown, and lye was the most 
common water softener. 


Homemade soap was used for washing clothes. Washing was done on the board in 
the early times, and was a backbreaking chore. Quite often the clothes were soaked 
overnight, and the white clothes were put in a boiler on the stove and boiled for a few 
minutes, then transferred to cooler water, where the scrubbing continued. Some wo- 
men used a big black kettle outdoors in the summertime for boiling the clothes and 
heating the wash water. Early machines had gears under the washtub which were con- 
nected to a shaft that was operated by someone pulling a handle back and forth as fast 
as possible, so that the agitator inside would move fast enough to wash the clothes 
clean, Later, gasoline engines were connected to the machines until the advent of 
electricity for power. 


Many housewives rendered their own lard, and used some of the grease or crack- 
lings for making the soap which they used for washing. Many other tasks were 
done at home. Women who could afford it would hire a dressmaker who would come 
and stay withthe family a weekortwotodo the spring and fall sewing. In most large 
families, the father would cut the sons hair, and repair their shoes on a steel last 
which came equipped with removable lasts of different sizes. Large pieces of leather 
could be bought, which could be cut in any desired size for making soles for the shoes. 


The lights of early Quimby were either gasoline or kerosene lamps. One daily 
chore was washing the lamp chimneys, trimming the wicks, and filling the lamp with 
kerosene so that it would be ready for use the next night. Sometimes the lamp would 
sputter and smoke and give off a kerosene smell, but it was a light, and helped to light 
up the darkness. The largest lamp would be set in the center of the dining room table, 
where the children would gather round for studies, or for a game of checkers or dom- 
inoes. Most families retired early and were very early risers, and perhaps that was 
a good thing, because the inadequate lighting was hard on the eyes. Electricity was 
brought to the town about 1921, and the water and sewer systems were installed in the 
same year. 
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A TYPICAL FAMILY LIVING ROOM OF THE 1890's, 


From the time the town started, the people brought with them the desire for a good 
school and churches, just as they had had back East. Before buildings could be erected, 
the school classes and church meetings were held inthe homes. The early schools ser- 
ved as social centers where church services, box socials, spelling bees, and singing 
schools were held. The people of early Quimby had many enjoyable times together, and 
were interested in each others fortunes and misfortunes, even as the citizens are today. 
The small town spirit is something to cherish and preserve, 


EARLY NEWSPAPERS 


In the early days of Cherokee County, the newspapers were very important. Not only 
were they the most important link with the outside world, but they had commercial and 
educational value as well. The 1889 History of Cherokee County states: ''These papers 
are a repository wherein are stored away the facts and events, the deeds and the sayings, 
the undertakings and final accomplishments, that go to make up history.'' The early pap- 
ers welded together all the elements of its social group as a continuing history, and it is 
with this in mind that we have drawn many of the excerpts used in the making of this book, 
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QUIMBY NEWSPAPERS 
The Quimby Newspapers came in order as tollows: 
1889-Herald; The editor was George Bailey. 
1896-1899 Quimby View; The editor was W. S. Steele. 
1905-1908 Monitor; The editor was D. H. Murphy. 
1909 Independent; The editor was Ernest Parker. 
1910 Herald; The editor was George Fox. 


Many of the interesting news items of the Quimby Independent were of what the 
businesses were and who ran them. a 


Here are a few of the businesses in 1909: 

Citizens Savings Bank 

City Meat Market - J. F. Brechwald 

General Merchandise - T. L. Heller 

A. C. Robinson sold tailored clothes and samples at the barbershop. 

James Leyda sold hardware, wagons, buggies, etc. 

W. W. Burcham sold hardware and furniture. 

J. and W. C. Schull sold coal. Manager was C. H. Johnson. 

W. H. Miller held Santa's headquarters, 

Rollison and Draper were livestock buyers. 

The Quimby Independent advertised that there was a dance at Clark's Hall. The 
newspaper also told about the adventure of George Stevenson and Floyd McCorkel. 


They skated to Cherokee leaving on Tuesday afternoon and returning the following 
morning. 
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The Independent also told about the city officials of Quimby and the Board of Ed- 
ucation of the Quimby School. The city officials of 1910 were: 


Mayor - A. J. Clark 

Clerk - C. H. Johnson 
Treasurer - C, C. Harshbarger 
Marshal - J. Laurent 


Councilmen - C. I, Draper, E. A. Wilkinson, Charles Leonard, James 
Leyda, and J. R. Richards. 


The Board of Education consisted of: 
President - L. Richards 

Secretary - Charles Draper 
Treasurer - C. C. Harshbarger 


Other members were: Dr. L. S. Brewer, J. A. Leyda, G. E. Day, L. 
Richards and G. A. Totman. 


Following are some paper excerpts: 


From the Quimby Monitor 
November 8, 1906. 


CHICKEN THIEVES ARE AT WORK HERE 
THEY ARE NOT CONFINING THEIR EFFORTS TO CHICKENS, 
HOWEVER, BUT BECOME MUCH BOLDER 
MAY GET-A THIP TO THE PEN 


That there are certain ones in Quimby who believe that the world owes them aliv- 
ing seems to be a fact, and to get this living they are willing to prowl around at night 
and steal it from their neighbors. During the past month stories of chicken stealing 
have been frequently reported at this office, one man having lost two dozen; another 
man lost six or seven while several report the loss of from two to five, the editor 
having contributed a fine young rooster last Sunday morning. Sunday they became 
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more bold and went into the cave at C. D. Hickman's and carried off two sacks of po- 
tatoes. While there is so much work to be done at such good wages there is no poss- 
ible excuse for anyone to steal anything to eat, and those doing it do it out of pure 
cussedness. The offense is a penitentiary act, and while the offenders can be closely 
guessed at, evidence is not sufficient to convict; this being gathered, however, and 
unless they desist an example will be made of them. As it is done by someone living 
in town, the Monitor's advice is to see that everything is put under lock and key at 
night, and to keep a shotgun well loaded, where it will be convenient when the dirty 
pups call. 


June 13, 1907 
D. H. Murphy, Editor 


NOTICE--The Ladies of the United Presbyterian church will serve supper and ice 
cream at the church Wednesday evening, June 19th, beginning at 6 o'clock. Supper, 
20 cents. Ice cream and cake, 10 cents. All are cordially invited. 


From the Semi- Weekly Democrat 
April 16;81914. 


Dr. R. L. Cleaves, a Harvard man, who since 1870 has practiced in Cherokee, 
being therefore one of the pioneer physicians of the county, was born in Maine in1844. 
He graduated from Harvard in 1869. Thinking that the west afforded better opportuni- 
ties, the young practitioner made his way to Lincoln, Nebraska, then to Cedar Rapids, 
and in the spring of 1870 he came to Cherokee, traveling by wagon, for the railroad 
had not yet been built. 


When difficult operations were to be performed, the operator did not enjoy the ad- 
vantages or the assistance of fellow members of this profession, nor of hospitals and 
trained nurses. One of the early surgical operations of Dr. Cleaves was performed 
under difficulties worthy of mention. The operation consisted of amputation of the arm 
about an inch below the shoulder joint. The operation was performed between daylight 
and dark in a small farm house with a blacksmith to administer the anaesthetic, and 
two farmers to hold small kerosene lamps on each side of the patient. The results of 
the operation were successful, The patient was James Wills of Silver township. The 
arm had been caught in the cogs of a threshing machine horse power and was ground 
from the hand to a little below the shoulder joint. 
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THE POSTOFFICE 


The Quimby, Iowa, Post Office was established on November 30, 1887, with Mr. 


Andrew J. Clark serving as the first postmaster. The office was fourth class and 
was located in a store. 


During the early days the mail was carried on the Illinois Central train, which 


arrived in town twice daily. The mail has been delivered by truck to Quimby since 
1931 by mail contractors. 


The Quimby, Iowa office was made third class on July 1, 1920, and in the summer 
of 1952 the office became second class. 


The first rural mail route was established on January 1, 1903 during the time 
Mr. Weeks was postmaster, Those serving as rural carriers were: John W. Lick- 
iss, Theron A, McBride, Leander Lickiss, Harry McCartney, Ira Rector and Fred 


H. Meyer, who is the present carrier. Mr. Meyer has carried the mail for 35 years, 
more years than all the rest combined. 
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The following served as postmaster in Quimby: 
Andrew J. Clark 
Aaron C,. Smith 
Albert J. Shaul 
Mrs. Kate M. Frazer 
William E. Weeks 
John Corrington 
George A. Fox 
Mrs. Nora E. Knapp 


Mrs. Knapp, the present postmaster, has served longer in the Quimby office 
than any of the former postmasters---29% years. 


"NUMBER, PLEASE" 


In December of 1961, dial telephone service began in Quimby. It marked the 
end of an era when an individual operator handled all the calls through the local 
switchboard. The telephone operator had a vital position to fill in the community, 
and came to be relied upon for many things besides completing calls. Many per- 
sons have served in the telephone office, but a few individuals stand out because 
of their long service. Mrs. Anna Kelly will be remembered by many as one who 
served for several years during the early 1920's. Her husband, Dave Kelly, 
acted as lineman. Another husband and wife team was Mr. and Mrs. T. G. 
Sheahan, who operated the office almost ten years. However, Miss Faye Glover, 
our last operator, served longest--over twelve years--and became almost an in- 
stitution with her cheerful polite service. She now lives with her mother, Mrs. 
Herman Kuhrts. Her family is well known, having lived in and near Quimby for 


the past 46 years. 
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fMARLY VIEWS OF QUIMBY 


TAKEN FROM "THE OLD BUCKLEY PLACE", 


ve. lt. AD 4 4 itll i Mes: 


TAKEN FROM 'THE CEMETERY HILL", 118 
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THE BUSINESS DISTRICT 


LOOKING SOUTH 


LOOKING NORTH-- NOTE FLAG IS AT HALF MAST, 
APPARENTLY THE PICTURE WAS TAKEN ON MEMORIAL DAY, 
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CHAPTER 7 
Bisgraphical Sketches And Reminiscenes 


THE VILLAGE BLACKSMITH 


During colonial times, in the New England States, a good blacksmith was some- 
times given a house and lot as an inducement to settle in a new community. As towns 
sprang up in the frontier regions, the blacksmith shop was always one of the first 
businesses to begin, and usually a blacksmith would be a part of any group travel- 
ing westward. The smith was indispensable because he was needed for repairing 
wagons, fixing irons in his forge, and for shoeing horses. 


The first blacksmith to ply the trade in this area was John Simmons of Pilot 
Township. George Keith, grandfather of Frank Ryan, and Timothy Sargent, grand- 
father of Chester and Jake Sargent, set up their shops in the little hamlet of DeLeon 
in Silver Township, and later moved to Quimby. Other early day blacksmiths were 
J. K. Rose, John Liming, a Mr. Crawford, and John Pearse. The present shop is 
operated by M. K. Pearse, son of John Pearse, and it is the oldest family run bus- 
iness in Quimby, having been started in 1901. In 1929, Keith went into business 
with his father and soon bought the shop. 


John Pearse came as a young man from eastern Iowa before Quimby was started, 
and first worked on A. J. Clark's farm, where he plowed corn on land later platted 
for the town. He worked in Clark's blacksmith shop for a short time, then became 
the first barber in Quimby. He married Flora Clark, niece of A. J., and the young 
couple moved to Washta. Ina short time John was employed in the Crawford black- 
smith shop in Quimby, and he rode a horse as fast as the animal could run on his 
daily trips between the towns, The horse was something of a man hater; the only 
person who could approach him in the pasture was Mrs. Pearse, who could walk 
right up to him. The horse was not broken to ride until he was nine years old, 
and had to be fed over the door of the barn. Somewhat later, the Pearses moved 
back to Quimby, where Mr. Pearse built a shop of his own, Keith recalls that his 
father preferred the blacksmith trade to that of a barber, partly because he did not 
like to be tied down in the barber shop when the train was coming to town or some 
other important event was transpiring. A helper could run things for awhile in the 
blacksmith shop, but it was rather difficult to leave a man with his hair half cut. 
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Exterior view of the Pearse Blacksmith Shop. 


During the winter rush season, when the ground was covered with snow and ice, 
the men would shoe as many as twenty horses a day, or put on seventy or eighty 
horseshoes, working from five in the morning until ten at night. When repairing 
wagon wheels, the young blacksmith would take a draw knife and whittle out a spoke 
by hand if it needed to be replaced. The steel tires on the wheel would loosen if 
the spokes dried out, and it would be necessary to refit the tire by heating it red 
hot and putting it over wooden bent rims, The rims fitted over the spokes of the 
wheel, and as the tire cooled rapidly, it would shrink snugly against the rims, 
making the wheel ready for use. Mr, Pearse acquired a tire-shrinker within a 
few years, which made the labor of setting tires somewhat easier, Hrs first forge 
worked with a lever; the second one stood on a tripod and had a crank to turn the 
gears for running the blower. He would turn the crank with one hand and hold a 
horseshoe in the fire on a pair of tongs with his other hand. 
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Interior Of John Pearse's Blacksmith Shop. Mr. Pearse Proudly Poses 
Beside His Tire-Shrinker. . 


About the only thing that is still done in the present day shop as it was in earlier 
days is the process of sharpening plowshares, except that the forge and trip hammer 
are run by electricity, eliminating a great deal of hand pounding. The welding no 
longer consists strictly of forge welding, but most of it is done by the electric arc 
welder, and brazing and cutting is done with the oxy-acetylene torch. When Keith 
began to work in the shop with his father, he helped shoe horses, and became pro- 
ficient at the task, but since the advent of the tractor and modern farm machinery, 
he has discontinued that phase of the business. He is still using the same anvil and 
some of the tools used by his father over sixty years ago, but he replaced the old 
wooden structure with a cement block building in 1939, on the site of the original one, 
and added some new equipment. The old-time shop has become more modern in many 
ways, but repair work is still just as vital as it was in an earlier day. 
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Parker's Cream Station. 


M, J. PARKER 


M. J. Parker was a wagon maker and 
carpenter of Early Quimby. He also 
was a skilled mason and made blocks 
by hand for the large silo in the pic- 
ture at the left. It was built on the 
Groves farm west of Quimby, and still 
stands on the farm owned by Merle 
Simonsen. It is believed to be one of 
the largest structures of its kind in the 
Middle West. Erected in 1923, it is 25 
feet in diameter, 55 feethigh and holds 
500 tons of silage. 


In later years, Mr. Parker operated 
a produce station and shoe repair shop 
in the same building. He also served as 
justice of the peace. 
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One sign in window read: Poultry- Wanted 
Here-any-old-time 
One -to-a-car-load 
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By Mildred Smith 


Old newspapers, yellowed and 
crumbling with age give .an in 
teresting picture of the events 
on which our own history has 
bedn written. These accounts 
show the changing times and 
reveal the hopes and dreams of 
our forefathers to be very lit- 
tle different than are the dreams 
and hopes of today. 

_ Such an article in the news- 
paper account of Quimby in 1900, 
then in it’s infancy and written 
by an unamed staff writer from 
the Cherokee newspaper. Here 
is the staff writers account, 
printed in the June 28, 1900 issue 
of that paper. Quimby was then 
according to this account only 
thirteen years old, reckoning from 
the time the town was platted. 
We quote verLatim from the 
1900 news account. 

Quimby in 1900 


This thriving trade center, 
which was surveyed, laid out and 
settled in ’87, supports the hand- 
some population of over 500 
souls and is very centrally and 
advantageously located on the 
Little Sioux river and LC. rail- 
road, ten miles south of Chero- 
kee in the very center of a fer- 
tile tract of country well adapted 
to mixed husbandry, and more 


business is transacted there daily 
than in most towns twice her 
size. This town is composed of 
very social and progressive peo- 
ple, with Christian, Methodist, 
Presbyterian and Episcopalian 
churches, a well-graded school 
and the many eminent business 
firms. 


The railroad was completed in 
1887, The town, platted October 
3, 1887, was named after F. W. 
Quimby, one of the officers of 
the railroad company. 

The first building was erect- 
ed by E. M. Dickey & Co., of 
Cherokee, who established a 
grain warehouse in the autumn 
of 1887. 

The first person to sell mer- 
chandise was A. J. Clark, who 
opened a_ general merchandise 
store as soon as the town was 
platted. 


Citizens’ Saving Bank 

In banking facilities, no town 
of its size can outpass Quimby, 
The abcve named bank, of which 
Mr. C. C: Harshbarger is the 
able and efficient cashier, does 
a genuine banking business, 
negotiates loans and mortgages, 
buys and sells exchanges, re- 
ceives deposits and makes col- 
lections with promptness and dis- 
patch. 
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W. Barnes 
This gentleman is proprietor 
and owner of one of the strictly. 
first-class hostelries in Cherokee 
county, the tables being provided 
with the choicest the market af- 
fords. 


Tim Murphy 
A reporter for the Times paid 
a visit to the well equipped 
blacksmith shop of which Tim 
Murphy is proprietor. This gen- 
tleman is the representative 
blacksmith and scientific horse- 
shoer, making a specialty of 
horses affected with corns, ul- 
cers, interfering and badly ad- 
justed shoes. He stands without 
peer in Cherokee county. 
C. Rommel 

The well stocked procery es- 
tablishment conducted by this 
gentleman is comparatively a 
new addition to the business in- 
terests of Quimby. He sells ex- 
elusively for cash, thus enabling 
him to offer phenomenal induce- 
ments to -his large corps of cus- 
tomers. 


J. & W. ¢. Shul 
This firm conducts one of the 
most complete lumber yards in 
the county,, which is under the 
supervision of Mr. W. C. John- 
son, a gentleman who is thor- 
oughly accuainted with every de- 
tail of the immense lumber traf- 
fic. 
S. A. Gilmer 


This gentleman carries a large 
stock of general merchandise, 
everything in dry and fancy 
goods being thoroughly up-to- 
date: also clothing. gents’ fur- 
nishings, boots and shoes, and 
choice staple and fancy groceries. 


T. Sargent 
As a genial blacksmith, horse- 
shoer and general repairer, Mr. 
Sargent stands high in the esti- 
mation of the public. 
The Quimby Lumber Co. 
The Quimby -Lumber Co., of 
which Mr. James A. Leyde is 
managing partner, is stocked 
with ‘an’ excellent assortment of 
rough and dressed lumber, laths, 
sash, doors, blinds, shingles, 
moldings, hard and soft coal, 
etc. Mrs. G. F. Groves, the other 
member of the firm, is owner of 
a capacious elevator and deals 
extensively in golden cereals. 
F. F. Leonard 
Of all the wide range of merc- 
antile pursuits in Quimby, the 
large and commodious hardware 
establishments of F. F. Leonard 
stands paramount. The im- 
mense stock comprises heavy 
and shelf hardware and every- 
thing pertaining thereto. 
H. M. Lane 
This gentleman’s stock com- 
prises the ¢hoiciest “steaks,” 
sweetest “chops,” juiciest “roasts” 
and most delicioys-‘‘cutlets.” He 
also’ carries choice confections, 
foreign and domestic fruits and 
carbonated surfAmer drinks and is 
agent for the famous buckeye] 
binders and mowers. 
Heller Bros. 
This is one of the eminently 
popular mercantile emporium of 
the town. This neat and attrac- 
tive store is filled to repletion 
with all the up-to-date novelties 
‘n dry and fancy goods, clothing, 
boots and shoes, hats and caps 
and staple and fancy groceries. 


N. S. Fenton 
This gentleman is a tonsorial 
artist of lone experience. He 
makes a svecialty of ladies’ and 
gentlemen's fashionable hair 
cutting, shampooing, singeing, 
shaving, etc. He also dispenses 
the most cheering summer bev- 
erages. such as soda, sarsaparilla, 
iron, lemonades, etc. 
H. A. Crawford 
Mr. Crawford conducts one of 
the most popular livery, fied 
and sale stables, he having many 
fashionable turn-outs and _ the 
best of roadsters. 
John Sellers 

Mr. Sellers holds a conspicuous 
place among his competitors in 
the line of hardware. The stock 
comprises heavy and shelf goods. |. 
Cutlery, mechanics tools, stoves 
tinware, wagons, buggies, carri- 
ages, etc. He also deals in and 
manufactures harness, saddles 
and horse clothing in general. 


A. J. Shaul 


This gentleman takes. rank 
among the most enternrisine and 
nublic spirited gentlemen of 
Quimby, and is alwavs in the 
van of progression. He carries an 
immense stock of general mer- 
chandise, also drugs, patent and 
proprietary medicine of acknow- 
ledged merits. He is justly term- 
ed a public benefactor. 

C. J. De Pue 

The billard hall conducted by 
this highly popular man is well 
patronized by the men about 
town and elsewhere. Hg carries 
a fine stock of soft drinks, choice 
foreign and domestic fruits, ete. 
- Thus ends the saga of Quimby 
as seen bv one renorter sixty 
vears ago, We are prone to won- 
der if there were other businss 
establishments. not visited and 
therefore not included in this 
1900 report. At any rate these 
reported offer an interesting con- 
trast to today’s’ businesses. 
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From The Quimby View 
April 14, 1899 


BUSINESS CARDS 


L. S, BREWER, M.D. 
PHYSICIAN & SURGEON 
OFFICE OVER SELLERS' HARDWARE 
STORE | 
RESIDENCE IN D,S. SIMMONS' HOUSE 
IN SOUTH LAWN ADDITION 
CALLS ANSWERED DAY OR NIGHT 


Dr. L. S. Brewer was a prominent physician in Quimby for 33 years until his 
death in 1929 in Berwick, Pennsylvania, as a result of an auto accident while he 
was on a vacation. When word was received of his death, the whole community 
went into mourning. 


Dr. Brewer, a graduate in March, 1896, of the State University of Iowa College 
of Medicine, practiced in Calumet for 6 months, then came to Quimby October 1, 
1896. His first office was in the Sellers building in an upstairs room. 


On December 10, 1896, he was united in marriage to Miss Rosa Belle Dowding 
from the Mt. Olive vicinity. Her father had come there in 1870 and was a pioneer 
resident. In 1899, Dr. Brewer built a new home, then in 1902, an office building. 
Dr. Brewer is still remembered by many with a great deal of esteem and affection. 
He was tireless in his efforts to minister to the sick and was a typical country doc- 
tor. A general practitioner, he ''put up'' his own medicines, and was a familiar 
sight with his black medicine bag. He was a large man, and his presence seemed 
to inspire confidence wherever he went. He always wore black boots and a large 
black hat. At first, he made his calls with a horse and buggy, changing to a team 
in winter. Later, in 1913, he purchased his first car, a Model T Ford. 


During the flu epidemic of 1918, he spent many nights caring for his patients, 
often going without sleep except for an occasional nap at the home of a patient be- 
fore going on to the next. He never lost a patient from the flu. 


He was an active member of the school board of which he was president for 
many years. It was through much of his planning that the new school was built. 


In the years before Dr, Brewer started his practice in Quimby, he worked 
and taught school in the Mt, Olive vicinity. He was there when the Pomeroy 
cyclone struck in 1893. He helped pick up the Burge family after the storm was 
over. All of the Burge family were killed and lie buried in the Good Hope cemetery. 
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Dr. Brewer brought many of the people of this vicinity into the world. His 
record book shows that he delivered 1114 babies. 


Mrs, Brewer passed away in 1960 and those of us who knew her remember 
her kindly, gentle ways. Many of the Brewer's possessions were presented to. 
the Sanford Museum in Cherokee by Dr. C. R. Brewer of Early and his sisters 
and brother, Mrs. Walter Trumpp of Iowa City, Mrs. Robert Leamer and A. D. 
Brewer of Denver, Colorado. 


THE CORN STORAGE CRIB 
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Wm. S. Smith, Sr. is on the left in the above picture and the man standing at 
the right is the late George Foresman's father. Mr. Smith shelled the corn and 
loaded it on the railroad car for 15¢ per bushel. Although a small elevator is 
shown loading the shelled corn and the cobs, the corn came out of the long shed 
via a scoop shovel. 
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This shed was typical of those which stood in towns throughout the area at the 
turn of the century. Farmers sold corn to the elevator; it was stored here until 
it was shelled and loaded into railroad cars for sale in the East. The farmers 
then obtained the cobs which were used for fuel. This structure stood at the 
north side of the railroad track until the early 1900's, near the place where the 
lumberyard later built a shed for lumber storage. The railroad company con- 
structed the stockyards east of the depot around the same time. The hog buying 
station, managed by Don Kischer, has nowreplaced the old stockyards which were 
torn down a few years ago. This station stands on the west edge of town along the 
north side of the railroad. 


GEORGE TOTMAN 


George A. Totman, who was born in Wisconsin in 1875,one of Quimby's leading 
citizens, came to Iowa with his parents in a covered wagon when he was one year 
old. He attended Buena Vista College in the first year of its operation in 1899 .(/S7)) 
He came to Quimby in 1900 and was one of the signers of the petition for incorp- 
oration of the town. 


He was married to Nellie Markusen in 1901. Mr. Totman was in the rest- 
aurant business with Case Baily and later became manager of the Quimby Imple- 
ment Company. When the business was sold in 1936, he became the first book- 
keeper at the Simonsen Mill, where he worked until failing health caused him to 
retire in 1950. He passed away on June 29, 1952. 


He possessed a natural musical talent and was always willing to assist in local 
entertainment and in the church choir. Formany years, Mr. Totman was manager 
of the M.W.A. Opera House, and the traveling ''medicine'' shows held a real fas- 
cination for him. Many Quimby folks have square-danced in the old hall when 
George Totman called the ''grand march". 


BURCHAM AND ROLLINS 


One of the earliest stores in Quimby was the hardware and furniture store on 
the east side of main street owned by W. W. Burcham, father of Eula Burcham 
who rana millinery shop. The elder Burcham sold caskets, as well as hardware 
and furniture. He was an uncle of Tom and Allen Burcham, who came to Quimby 
from Windsor, Missouri, about 1910. The first year the brothers were here they 
ran a restaurant called ''Tom & Allen's Cafe'', but they soon sold it and bought the 
furniture store from their uncle. In 1914, Allen Burcham sold his share of the 
store to Ray Rollins, brother-in-law of Tom, and the store became known as the 
'Burcham and Rollins Hardware and Furniture Store''. The partnership lasted 
32 years, and the store served customers from Cherokee to Denison and from 
Sioux City to Storm Lake. It was noted for fair dealing and quality merchandise, 
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In 1946, the firm sold out to A. G. Marsh, and the families went to Springfield, 
Missouri to live. However, Mr. Rollins kept the building, and in 1951, he and his 
wife returned to Quimby, built a new home, and went back into the store for over 
four more years, making a total of almost 37 years for Mr. Rollins in the hard- 
ware and furniture business. 


When Ray Rollins first came to Iowa, he accompanied his parents in a covered 
wagon from western South Dakota. He vividly remembers that the family cooking 
was done on a small kerosene burner with only one 4 inch wick. 


Mr. Rollins and his wife, Nina, now live in retirement in Quimby, but both 
are active in the community. 


a 
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Interior view of Burcham and Rollins store in the early days. 
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Exterior Of W. W. Burcham 
Hardware Store--About 
1912 or 1913 


Interior Of W. W. Burcham 
Hardware Store -- About 
peali2 or 1913. 


Tom and Allen Burcham's 
Cafe. 
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DR. W. E, SIMONSEN 


Dr. W. E. Simonsen was born at Danbury, Nebraska on April 29, 1887. He 
graduated from Kansas State University in 1912, and spent the next four years 
doing extension work with Iowa State College at Ames where his main project 
was working with the vaccination of hogs and developing of hog cholera serum, 
which was just beginning at that time. When he began his veterinary practice 
in Cherokee in July of 1916, he was still on call at the College as Assistant 
State Veterinarian, working chiefly on tuberculosis eradication. He gpent a 
total of twenty years in extension service. Meanwhile, in the spring of 1927, 
he had begun practicing at Quimby, and in the fall of 1929, Dr. Simonsen start- 
ed a Rendering Plant, giving employment to many when it was needed. 


He served one term as a Representative in the Iowa Legislature, from 1944 
to 1946. 


He and Mrs. Simonsen moved to Tucson, Arizona in 1946, where they live 
during most of the year. They return to Quimby each summer, and Dr. Simon- 
sen is still very active in work on the farm. The project which he carries on 
each summer is that of giving jobs to some of the local youth, when otherwise 
they would have none, because opportunities are limited for boys in a small 
town. He not only provides them with spending money, but teaches them the 
dignity of labor and the pride that comes with accomplishment. An early riser, 
he expects the boys to be punctual and to meet certain standards. In many ways, 
he is helping them to build character for the future. 
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Dr. W. E. Simonsen proudly displays the car which he bought in 1917 when 
he started his veterinary practice. 
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The small beginning that Dr. Warren Simonsen and his brothers, Drs. Odell 
and Ralph, all veterinarians made in 1929 when they built a rendering plant 
on Dr. Warren's farm, has grown until it has become an important industrial 
center of the county. The first plant was located two miles west of Quimby, along 
the Little Sioux River, and was to provide a cheaper source of meat scraps for 
stock feeds. The brothers built the small two-story building in the country be- 
cause they felt that if the business venture should fail, any buildings erected 
might be of some use on the farm. In its first years of operation , the plant 
was closed from November to February because of lack of funds. When the 
work was resumed at the plant, the demand for meat scraps and tankage for 
stock feed soon exceeded the supply, and it was decided to supplement the demand 
with vegetable-type proteins by building a plant for the processing of soybeans. 
An expeller type soybean mill was built in 1937 alongside the rendering plant, 
and the business firm was reorganized to include another brother, Alton. The 
company name became the Simonsen Mill-Rendering Plant. Drs. Doyle and 
Dean, also veterinarians and sons of Dr. W. E., joined the company in 1941, 
with their brother, Merle, joining after World War II; Doyle as general man- 
ager, Dean as promotion manager, and Merle as plant engineer. 


In 1949, twenty years after its beginning, the mill processed 500,000 bu- 
shels of soybeans and 65,000 bushels of flax, all coming into the plant by trucks. 
The plant now operates twenty-four hours a‘day, seven days a week, with three 
shifts a day. Dead animals arrive at the plant each day from 100 to 125 farms 
on twelve trucks from eight surrounding counties. 


Employees of the Simonsen enterprises live in Quimby and the surrounding 
towns of Washta, Correctionville, Moville,-Smithland, Mapleton, Ida Grove, 
Schleswig, Schaller, Newell, Albert City, Aurelia, Cherokee, Primghar, Mar- 
cus, LeMars, Merrill, Kingsley, Holstein, Storm Lake, and Le Suer, Minnesota. 
Allen Conley and Tom Bevins have had twenty-seven continuous years of service 
with the company, and Claude McCannon, Don Zimmerman, Forrest Thomson, 
Harold Fox and Kendall Stevenson have been employed nearly as long. Ival 
Smith of Correctionville, Ronald Courtright of Ida Grove, Bill Mundy of Kings- 
ley and Bob Bjorkgren of LeMars have had the longest tenure of service of the 
truckers, 


Today, there are three Simonsen companies in Quimby, with a combined 
payroll of over $514,000 annually. One, the Simonsen Propane Service, has 
plants located at Merrill and Paullina with the main office in Quimby, and fur- 
nishes gas to customers ''beyond the gas mains''. The Simonsen Fertilizer Plant 
processes products for agriculture locally. A soil testing service is maintained 
for the benefit of the farmers who wish to have their soil analyzed. The third 
Simonsen business manufactures bulk equipment for both feed and fertilizer, and 
equipment from the Simonsen Manufacturing Company is found in forty-four states 
and four foreign countries. 
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The Simonsen Companies, which have grown from the small nucleus begun by 


Dr. Warren Simonsen are an asset to Quimby, and have contributed a great deal 
to its progress. 


SIMONSEN'S FIRST 


RENDERING PLANT, 


ORM 8S 


ae. & 


see 


THE PRESENT SIMONSEN MILL SITE, 
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THUMBNAIL SKETCHES 
by Jewel Pearse 


These are people I have had the pleasure of knowing during the years that my 
family has lived in Quimby. All of them helped to make Quimby a good place in 
which to live. Some of those whom I remember: Mrs. Samuel Burke, an elder- 
ly lady who lived alone, always had a welcome for us girls. She would give us 
cookies and we could look through her stereoscope and see the wonders of three- 
dimensional pictures. 


'Aunt Kate'' Knight always had home-made candy to give to her friends. She 
received a government pension because her grandson was killed in World War I. 
He was the first casualty from Quimby, and the Lyle Barnes Legion Post was 
named after him. | 


Vere and Mrs. Smith welcomed young people into their home where there was 
always home made ice cream and angel food cake. Before moving to town they 
had operated a dairy. InQuimby, Mr. Smith had a produce station and built the 
building where his daughters, Mildred and Verline operated ''Smitty's Snack Shack"! 
after the death of their father. The post office is now located in the building. 


Jerry Buckley brought a little bit of Ireland to this town because he never 
lost his Irish brogue. 


Mrs. Ida Carnahan, whose intelligence remained keen as long as she lived, 
would put poems on the wall above her dishpan so that she could memorize them 
as she worked, and thus stimulate her mind, Her husband, E. L. Carnahan, op- 
erated a general store which burned in the fire of 1914. He rebuilt the store and 
continued to operate it until shortly before his death in 1933. His son, H. V. Car- 
nahan, then operated the store for several years. Both men were prominent in 
civic affairs. Vernon and his wife, Vera, now live in New Mexico. 


Dr. Adams doctored many of us and operated a drugstore with the help of his 
wife for over 30 years. Dr. Adams kept a few milk goats and could often be seen 
caring for them. Mrs. Adams was always interested in visiting with anyone who 
came into the store, 


Jake Brechwald operated a store, an ''ice cream parlor", and a local theatre, 
where we could see a silent thriller such as ''The Thundering Herd''. He would 
take only 10¢ from us for admission to the show, long after we were 12 years old 
because he knew that was all that we, and many others, had to spend. 


George Fox was postmaster for many years and also bought cream, Earlier 
he had run a photography shop and traveled to nearby towns to do work. He re- 
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placed an earlier photographer, David Roe, who specialized in tintype pictures. 


John Pearse, Bob Gale, John Goff, and others would give pennies and nickels 
to children for treats. They gave us pennies which we put in a salt sack--our 
bank. 


Mr. Jameson, father of Mrs. Virgil Brown, was the school custodian for many | 


years and seemed almost a part of the building, he'd been there so long. Before 
him Ferd Bennett, father of Jay Bennett, was custodian. 


Mrs. Van Sickle, practical nurse, could walk miles as easily as some of us 
walk three blocks these days. She always kept her suitcase packed so that she 
was ready to go on a case with Dr. Brewer at a moment's notice. 


Mrs. Ike Jones, an elderly lady whose husband was section foreman for the 
ICCR for 19 years, was noted for her patchwork quilts and some of us have ex- 
amples of her work. The Joneses lived to celebrate their 57th Wedding Anniver- 
sary. 


Mrs. Thomas Bevins, a lady with a heart of gold and a keen sense of humor, 
was ready with a helping hand in cases of sickness or death. 


Mrs. Flora Pearse, a pioneer resident, loved to reminisce about early days 
in this area. She did some practical nursing in early Quimby and was always 
ready to help when people had a death or illness in the family. People used to 
go and "'sit up'' with the sick neighbors in those days. 


George Totman ran the Quimby Implement Company for years. Childrenused 
to be fascinated by the rope he could pull up through the floor. He would cut off 
the right size for the little purchaser, deftly knot it on each end, and sell the re- 
sultant ''jump rope'' for a few pennies. 


My father, A. D. Martin, a quiet, interested listener was always willing to 
help others. Farmer, school bus driver, service station operator, mayor of 
Quimby--he was known for his integrity and fair dealing. He and my mother 
started married life in Arkansas. 


Amanda Hickman worked and ran a cafe for years; then sold tickets and pop- 
corn in the local theatre. Her husband, C. D. Hickman, had been an amateur 


photographer in Quimby. Some of the pictures reproduced in this book were taken 
by him. He had artistic talents and did some sketching. He also possessed natural 


musical talent and played in orchestras and in the Quimby Cornet Band. He shod 
horses and worked as a wagon maker for a number of years in the Pearse Black- 
smith shop. Later he engaged in the trade of carpentry. 
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Wray Wright's parents broughthimtoafarm in Benton County, Iowa when he 
was eleven years old. He came to Cherokee County and married Lena Wilder in 
1882 and moved to a log cabin across from the present Geister place. He oper- 
ated a butcher shop in Quimby in 1911] and ran it for many years. He was the 
father of Mrs. Verna Cantine. He was still in the shop when we came here in 
the 1920's. Mr. Wright's father, Ellis Wright, a Civil War Veteran, had settled 
in Rock township in 1882 about five years before Quimby was platted, having 
come in a covered wagon on a six weeks! trip from Benton County. 


Walter M. Harvey worked in.the Citizens' Savings Bank from 1912 until he 
and his wife, formerly Zaida Cantine, went into the insurance business, which 
they operated until his death. 


J. D. Burrell came to Quimby soon after the death of Walter Harvey, and took 
over the insurance business. Noted for his keen wit and interest in Quimby, he 
was an astute politician who loved to talk politics and to visit with farmers who 
came to town on Wednesday and Saturday nights. 


C. I. Draper was secretary of the school board for 27 years. He served as 
town clerk for many years, even after he was 80 years of age. He had come to 
Quimby in 1892 where he served as a butcher for some years. 


Mike Ryan worked for the Weart and Lysaght Lumber Company for many 
years. One could set a clock by his promptness. 
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Interior of Weart & Lysaght Lumber Company about 1909 showing Ralph Ronde 
at the desk and Mike Ryan standing in the center. Hal Randall is at the left. 


135 


od asiw swol .ytove0dD nojas@ ai m2s)'s of mid iiguowd & 918g e'idgiaw Lita! 

mt rsbliW saat boriisot baw YiguoD ssio1edD of emso 8H blo a1ssy novels ef 
-teqo SH .v98ly 15s2i 9) Inoeorg ods mot seorog sidi> gol 6 of bever: bre S8BE 
ot asw oH .exgoy yor wl ti asi bos L101 at ydtnin® ni qode 19d>iud & bots 
af tod soso ow modw gote of} ui ifite esw SH (6aitasD enzeV .2e4M to tondist 
beltise bad .nsitsioV 18W liviOs .tdgitW ail! | todeet a'tlgitW .1M. . eOSRT ads 
gaived .bojisiq esw ydrinO sivied erssy syvit duods S88t ai qidenmwo AoA ni 
Yiuv0O colted siost gist 'adoow 418 6 MO nORsw bexrsvoD « ii SmttO9 


. ; A rae | "at F tu wed 
auf fignw STCL coxott Ans egnived 'eassitiD edt. at bodliow yev7sH .M 1t921aW 
fotdw ,etontend sonsavemt 3di oii jnow ,cattasDugbiss yiteervol ,sliw aid bas 


Hiseb eid Liou bei s19q0 yer. 


Aooi bes ,yovisH xojlsW io disob sft reds nooa yd o3 srso Morya Rie 
of .ydatinQ oi teerotor bers thy post pid sot boteo  aeonieaud sonsiueni edi Teve 
odw eterrtct difw tielv ot/bas ® oiled walst o3 bevel ofw asioileg styles ms asw 

ehigia ysbrutee bee yebeouboW ao awod 09 smisa 


#6 bavtee 30 -etsey VS 101 btsed loodoe of? tO Yaslano0e eaw teogerd I .O 
eo} 9o109 bsa 9H .296 to e1nsy 08 enw otf toils aaWs seTS9Y yasox 101 Atel awod 
-2inoy vitige tat 19dotved 6 as bewies od stedw S081 ni ydminQ 


yoson tot yasgmood todam tT idgseyt bas tygeW 93 10% bedtow aby A eaiM 
eesngerosg eid yd teols 6 joe blued enO  .atssy 


A 


LO} 


20 er ae rv ta a Pour 


shaw dqish yqaiwosls POPL tuods yncgeno®d ‘coheed fifgseyt vf t159W'to <6ixeeia a 
isi off ts ef IisbusH 16H .teda05 sd3 of quibnsie sys oAiM bas Aeob edt 16 r 
| a ae 


>t a Me 
Y 


a 


; 1d ie aD : 
t ‘ . °* AG 
? 72 ia ~3% As) 1 7 >. 


Ralph Rohde worked in the office of the Weart and Lysaght Lumber Company, | 
and later for the Rock Island Lumber Company until his death in 1945. He start- 9) 
ed as an errand boy for Weart and Lysaght when he was still in high school. After 
his marriage to Minnie Fassler, the couple moved to Quimby where Mrs. Rohde # 
gave violin lessons for several years. She still resides in Quimby. 


Julia Drake worked for the Holstein and Cherokee papers, gathering news about 
the townspeople to ve published weekly. She was a tireless church and community 
worker, and will be remembered by many. 


Lee McCoy served faithfully as the town treasurer for ten years, and also % 
worked in the Burre"’ Msurance office. Lee was widely known by the farmers of : 
the area for his p1ompt and fair dealing in his work. 


Riley Wheelock is remembered as a long-time barber in town and for his won- | 
derful sense of humor. 3 

A. L. Bogue ran a restaurant for atime, then a cream station, and served as ~ 
mayor of Quimby. Mr. Bogue, a respected business man, was always active in ~ 
civic affairs. 


"Mother Hubbard'', one of Quimby's first residents, lived to be ninety-six years 
of age. She and her husband helped raise funds for the building of the first Metho- 
dist Church in the town. 


Dr. H. L. Cantine was known as ''Doc"' to the many who engaged him to do 
veterinary work. He settled on a farm in Silver Township before coming to Quim- 
by. He studied veterinary medicine and received a diploma giving him license to 
practice upon completion of the course. He befriended many poor children and was 
always ready to give help to anyone. He never refused to go ona call, even if he 
knew he would never receive pay for it. 


And so the list could grow. Iam sure there are many_who are remembered by 
others, and I should like to mention them all, but lack of space will not permit. 


SOME OF THE RETIRED BUSINESS MEN OF QUIMBY 


Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Mowry ran the hotel longer than anyone else in Quimby-- 
twenty-two years, When the Mowrys acquired the hotel, Jack Wheelock and wife 
had been operating it for A. J. Clark, who then owned it. Mr. Clark was Mrs, 
Mowry's uncle, and he continued to make his home with them at the hotel for 15 
years. Elmer ran a barber shop in one room of the hotel for fifteen years, also, 
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Frank Ryan retired from the barber trade in 1961, after having served 48 years, 
over 40 years of which were spent in Quimby. He began the trade when he was but 
18 years of age. He and his wife, Dolly, now devote their time to their Sioux Val- 
ley Gardens, where they cultivate and sell prize iris plants. 


George Laposky, and his wife, Minnie, moved from a farm in Silver Township 
in 1934, and Mr. Laposky built and operated the Standard Oil Station, from which 
business he retired in1959. He was known for his friendship to teen-agers, who 
would congregate at his station to visit, and to confide their problems to George. 
He befriended many of them and has given employment to a number of them over 
the years. 


' Virgil Brown, who came here as a young man from Indiana, worked as a car- 
penter for a number of years, then inthe E. L. Carnahan store, and later start- 
ed a store of his own. Four of his sons have worked in the store, and two of them, 
Loren and Gerald, have taken over the business, since their father's retirement, 
He still helps in the store occasionally. 


Germ Cantine and his wife Verna, are working in their grocery store at an age 
when most of us would be ready to retire. They celebrated their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary in July of 1962. Mr. Cantine has been a farmer and trucker, and had 
a restaurant here before going into the grocery business. 


Jay Gano came to Quimby from Washta in 1920 to operate the Standard Oil Co- 
mpany bulk plant until his retirement in 1957, when his son, Perry, who had been 
associated with him since 1939, took over the business. During Jay's early years 
in Quimby he played professional baseball, and is still an interested sports fan 
and avid fisherman. His wife, Lettie, ran a beauty shop in her home for 38 years, 
and only recently retired, but has many hobbies to keep her occupied. 


The Above Picture Is Of Jay Gano And His First Bulk Tank Truck 
Which Had A Homemade Cab. 
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A. L. Smith, father of Mrs, Kendell Palmer, is now living in retirement in + 
Cherokee. He served 36 years in Quimby as station agent for the Illinois Central) 
Railroad, and was active in church and community affairs. His wife had a mill- 
inery shop in her home for atime. Mr. Smith has passed his 80th birthday, but ’ 


is still active. i 


Forest Stevenson, a quiet man with a friendly smile, moved to Quimby from , 
Cherokee in 1929 and went into the garage business in a building where the pre- | 
sent Skelly Service Station is located. Five years later, he bought his own build-. 
ing and continued in business at that location until this year when he retired. His 
sons, Clifford and Dick, have been in partnership with their father for the past 
few years and are now operating the business. His wife, Mildred, is well known © 
for her church and community activities, : 


Allen Erlandson and his wife Clara, moved to Quimby from the farm to operate 
a restaurant and filling station. Mr. Erlandson is very respected in the community 
and lives withhis son, Raymond, who is vice-president of the Cherokee State Bank, 


Clarence Stevenson, whose father was one of the earliest settlers, spent most 
of his life farming on the original Stevenson place east of Quimby, but in 1946 
moved to Quimby, and with his son-in-law, Glenn Huset, operated a garage for 
several years. His wife, Elsie, was cook-manager of the hot lunch program for 
the Quimby Consolidated School for over nine years. 


LETTERS 
A letter received from Mrs. Guy Nash of Mount Dora, Florida stated: 


''My grandmother, Mrs. D. S. Simmons, boarded the railroad men who were 
building the railroad into Quimby--only there was no Quimby then. My grand- 
parents lived then where Harold Clarks do now. The hotel which was only partly 
finished when they moved into it, was on the corner east of the white bank. The 
floor above the kitchen was partly laid and a bed was set up, as there was a great 
need for a place to sleep. One of the men who had rented the room became ill, 
and my grandmother fixed him a cup of medicine, set it in the broom so he could 
reach the cup, and he drank the medicine, returned the cup to the broom, and my 
grandmother took the broom down again. I really think that was the first ''room 
service’! in Quimby --maybe the last. 


''My own mother, Mrs. Donzella Riseling, helped cook and serve the first 


meal in that first hotel. That was the year she was married in December, and my 
daughter, Doyne, still has one of the dishes used for that meal," 
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Mrs. E. J. Plummer remembered many interesting things that happened during 
the time they served the Methodist Church in Quimby: 


"Mr. McCracken, who lived where Sadie Drake now lives, had the first car 
we remember, then Doc Richards got one, and then Eugene Courtright. We got 
ours the latter part of 1913, and soon the town had several. Will Hutton (Frank 
Stevenson's brother-in-law) soon started a garage and sold Fords. Mr. Totman 
and Walt Simmons sold buggies, and said when we came to Quimby they had 37 new 
buggies, and none when we left in 1916. 


The first car in town was owned by the McCrackens. 


'There were several Union soldiers living at Quimby who sponsored a very 
fine religious Memorial service, with the Methodist pastor as speaker. Mem- 
orial Day then was a Holy Day in memory of their departed loved ones who had 
served in the Civil War. 


"The IOOF and Woodman Lodges each had.a special service in June at church 
and cemetery for their departed members. These, with a big Children's Day 
program, usually filled most of the Sundays in June. 


'We had evening church services one Sunday in Ouimby, and the next at Sil- 
ver. We always had a full house and had orchestra practice after church for the 
next Sunday night, and many of the folks stayed and listened and visited. Mr. D. 
R. Stanford was such a fine faithful choir director through the years, and Erma 
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Lickiss (McCannon) such a good punctual organist. It wasn't unusual to have 40 

to 50 at League. If the League needed money we usually gave a program and char- 
ged twenty-five cents. We had a two night program in the Woodman Hall and made 
$92, at twenty-five cents each," 


"We always thought the years we were at Quimby were the Golden Days in the 
history of the U.S. Folks were contented, brotherly, such good neighbors, and 
not trying to become rich in worldly goods. They were honest and reliable in their 
dealings. Mr. Harshbarger said that in twenty-five years or banking in Quimby he 
lost only ae he had loaned to a young man who died. 


"Much honor is due to Mrs. Rosa Brewer for her teaching of piano, and toa 
lady who came from Cherokee who taught voice and speech, which helped so much." 


Mrs. Howard Fee wrote the following for Thomas Fee: 


'Thomas Fee, who is now 97 years old, came to Iowa in 1880 from Pennsylvania, 
at the age of 14. His father, William G. Fee, who was a teacher and Superintendent 
of schools in Cherokee in 1880, bought land from the government and moved with his 
family to Rock township. Here Thomas Fee farmed the land. 


"There was only one store and one elevator in Quimby at that time. He hauled 
his grain to Quimby to dispose of---there were no roads, you just followed a track 
across the prairies. Many times he had to cross the pontoon bridge with his horses 
and wagon, because the bridges were few and sometimes impassable. 


"The first church was above a store on the northeast corner, and that is where 
he attended services. William Fee, David White, Elvin White and John White de- 
cided to build a United Presbyterian church, and had a plot of two acres laid out 
across from the Earl Clark farm. They had not started to build when the railroad 
came from Sioux Falls through Quimby, so they decided to build the church in Quim- 
by, which they did. Mr. Fee drove a spring wagon at first to church and later acq- 
uired a carriage.'' 


MEMORIES OF MRS, LINA HARTLIEP 


Mrs. Lina Hartliep, who is ninety-two years old, was born in Flint, Michigan, 
and came to Sutherland, Iowa, withher mother when she was but five years old. 
Lina Jewell started working for hire when she was a girl of nine, and lived with 
the Dan Meltor family until her marriage to Henry Hartliep on March 18, 1889, 
The young couple started farming in the spring of 1889 on a farm five miles north 
of Quimby. Mrs. Hartliep recalls that Frank Baum had a meat, grocery, and dry 
goods wagon which he drove through the country. Mrs. Hartliep says, ''Bologna 
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was a real treat. No butter, bread, or ground coffee was for sale. Green coffee 
beans had to be roasted and ground. Sometimes we roasted barley and used it 
as a substitute for coffee. Wheat, fifty sacks at a time, was taken to Meriden, 
Iowa to be ground for flour. Just the things that had to be bought at the store were 
charged until the year's crop could be harvested, and the bill never amounted to 
over fifty dollars. Things were cheap, but money was very scarce. 


"When we lived on a farm in Afton township, the Indians were camped just be- 
low us on the Little Sioux River. They never harmed us, but came frequently for 
food, and always an old hen. They helped themselves to oats, corn, and hay for 
their horses if we didn't give it to them, !! 

Mrs. Hartliep further recalls that one day in the winter when Henry was gone, 
an Indian came to the door, and wanted money. She got him to understand that 
they had no money. Then the Indian spied the baby, Louis, wrapped in some new 
blankets, and demanded the blankets, but Mrs. Hartliep refused to give them up 
because the house was so cold she needed them to keep the baby warm. The un- 
plastered walls were made of flooring boards, with cracks between, through which . 
the cold penetrated. She offered the Indian some flour and other staples instead of 
the blankets, which he accepted. He then left without molesting her. She was 
quite frightened, and glad to see him go. 


FIVE GENERATIONS 


Mrs. Hartliep's surviving children 
Ed, Eldon, Sophia (Mrs. Alfred 
Boothby), and Josephine (Mrs. Vern 
Bruning), reside in this area. She 
also has many grandchildren and 
great grandchildren, 


In the picture above, standing: Mrs. Robert Bjorkgren, (grandaughter of Mrs. 
Hartliep), Ed Hartliep, (son of Mrs. Hartliep), and Mrs. Ted Unkrur, (great- 
grandaughter of Mrs. Hartliep). 

Seated: Mrs. Lina Hartliep, holding great great grandaughters, Pauline and 
Paulette, twin daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Ted Unkrur. 
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MEMORIES RELATED BY MRS, J. F. BRECHWALD 


Mrs. Brechwald is the only Quimby businesswoman living of those who were here 


Sates 


over fifty years ago. She and her husband, Jake, came to Quimby in 1905 from Cher- 


okee, where they had been operating a restaurant and meat market. They bought a 
meat market here from Hank Crawford, which they later enlarged so that they could 
sell groceries and general merchandise. 


At that time, it was necessary for the operator of a meat market to be his own 
butcher, so Mr. Brechwald would go into the country to slaughter and dress hogs 
and beeves, leaving Mrs. Brechwald to run the shop. The meat was kept in a huge 
icebox in the back of the market. The ice, which had been stored in their own ice 
house, would be raised to the top of the icebox and then lowered to the interior for 
keeping meat fresh. Since there was no way of obtaining ice commercially, the 
Brechwalds hired men to cut ice from the river during the winter months. Several 
men worked cutting the ice, lifting it from the river, and guiding it with huge tongs 
along a chute to the horse drawn wagons, where it was then transported to the ice 
house back of the meat market. Eb Hull and Ferd Bennett were the ice cutters, 
and a crew.of men worked with them. In addition to Brechwald's ice house, one was 
maintained by Charles Sievert back of his store, when he also ran a meat market 
in the early days. Later, when Wray Wright bought the market, he built an ice 
house of his own down by the river and also sold ice to private individuals for home 
ieeboxer. 


When the ice was taken to Brechwald's ice house, it was unloaded from the wa- 
gons and slid on heavy planks to a platform; then it was elevated by a pulley and 
stacked between layers of sawdust to keep it from melting. Mrs. Brechwald fur- 
nished hot coffee for the crew of men, sometimes numbering as many as fifteen. 
Ed McCannon was a drayman and helped haul the huge pieces of ice. Once, after 
the ice was stored, the sawdust caught fire and the Brechwalds had to carry water 
in pails from the well back of the Oddfellow Hall to extinguish the blaze because 
Quimby had no fire department at that time. 


Soon after the 1914 fire, the Brechwalds began to rebuild, meanwhile operating 
their grocery business from the Oddfellow Hall. Their new store was 95 feet in 
length, and in addition, they rented the front of the bank building adjoining them, 
and installed a soda fountain, a drug store, and an ice cream parlor. Some nep- 
hews and their daughter, Marie, clerked in that part of the store, Later, Van 
Lundberg, Marie's husband, took over the management of the drugstore. The 
Brechwalds ran a theatre in the back of the white bank building and later showed 
movies in the MWA Hall until Bill Lint bought the business, 


Mrs. Brechwald recalls that when Bruce Leyda worked for them, he delivered 
groceries to Mrs. Mary Rector, a widow lady who boarded teachers for years. 
Mrs. Rector, now almost 90, mother of Mrs. Rosa Martin and Mrs. A. M. Camp- 
bell, lives in Washta with another daughter, Mrs. Francis McCabe, 
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Brechwalds again had a devastating fire in January of 1930 and again had to re- 
build. Shortly before, they had lost thousands of dollars on their store stock be- 
cause of the stock market crash and it was necessary to put their general merchan- 
dise on sale to get what they could from it. 


In 1937, the store was sold to the Brown Bros., Virgil and Art, and Mr. Brech- 
wald, Quimby's only Spanish American War veteran, retired. He was a member of 
Co..L, Second Nebraska Volunteer Infantry. He died in 1938, 


Mr. and Mrs. Brechwald have three daughters, Mrs. Alvin Lundberg, Mrs. Van 
Lundberg and Mrs. Harold Meyer. 


REMINISCENCES OF MRS, ANNA KELLY AND MRS, FERN CLARK, GRAND - 
DAU GHTERS OF A. J. CLARK 


In the early days, when Grandfather Clark came here, Correctionville was the 
closest town. Grandfather would drive his cattle on the hoof to holding pens there, 
where they would be shipped on the railroad. Father Isaac Clark often herded cat- 
tle on the prairies. Once he stayed out in the cold until his feet froze in his boots. 


After Quimby started, Isaac clerked in A. J. Soyster's store and met Ella Lauer, 
daughter of Jake Lauer, an early settler in Pilot. Before Ella married, she and 
her sister Anna, ran the first millinery shop in Quimby. They made all the hats 
themselves. Anna married ''Elevator Jim'! Smith. The other Smith was known as 
"Butcher Jim'' because he ran a butcher shop. 


We recall the old blind horse, Ned, which made the power for elevating grain 
in the first elevator. The horse, who wouldn't move until he was given a signal 
by ringing a bell, had worn a circular ditch where he walked round and round. 


MEMORIES OF ALBY FOX OF OREGON 


Heller Brothers sold Buster Brown shoes, and every year Buster Brown and 
his wife, who were midgets, would come around to the places selling his shoes. 
They had a pony, a cart, and a dog. Their dog would go around through the crowd 
of children who gathered and pick out the ones With Buster Brown shoes. I always 
felt so bad that the dog never came around to pick me out because my Grandfather 
Parker sold shoes, but not those of Buster Brown. 


MR, AND MRS, OSCAR JOHNSON 


Oscar Johnson and his ‘wife:, Mary, came to the United States from Sweden 
when they were 14 and 16 years of age, respectively. They came to Cherokee 
County in 1891 and spent many years in farming. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson moved 
to Quimby in 1921, where Mr. Johnson operated a truck line until the early 1930's, 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, parents of Robert and Ethel Johnson, celebrated their 
60th weeding anniversary November 27, 1961. Mr. Johnson is 85 years of age; 
his wife is 82. 
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Mrs. Edgar Fassler, granddaughter of A. J. Clark recalls hearing her mother, 
Mrs. Emma Tully, tell of the early days in Quimby, when as a young girl she help- 
ed cook for the men who were building the new railroad. At that time Mr. Quimby, 
for whom the town was named, would occasionally be a guest in the Clark home. 
Emma would arise early and bake fifteen loaves of bread for the hungry men. She 
used to help her brother, John Clark, herd cattle where Quimby now stands, and 
would have anxious moments when a sudden storm came. Emma and John attended 
school south of Quimby when Mrs. George Sellers taught there, and often in cold 
weather their lunches would be frozen in the pails by noon. 
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Emma Clark was born on the homestead now known as the Frank Stevenson farm. 
After her marriage, Mrs. Tully and her husband pioneered in South Dakota where 
they lived in a sod house and where their daughter, Blanda was born. Margaret, 
Mrs. Fassler, was born several years later when the family resided in Canada. 
She and her mother returned to Quimby in 1923 and lived here for several years. 
Mrs. Tully spent the last 27 years of her life in Cherokee. 


Mrs. Nora Knapp, postmistress, recalls that her father, Timothy Kane, mi- 
grated to the United States from Ireland in 1860 when a lad of fourteen, and came to 
Cherokee County in 1866. In the early 1870's, he bought a farm near Quimby for 
about $3.00 an acre. He always wore black boots and used to walk from Cherokee 
_ down to his farm, where he spent time planting trees and improving theland. Mrs. 
Knapp still has his diary in which she found entries noting crop, weather conditions, 
and prices. 


1891--This year finds us having one of the biggest floods ever known to 
this country. On June 24, the flood moved 100 buildings in Cherokee, On 
July 22 the flood was as high as the first one. Little or no money. 


1895--Hogs $2.80 per hundred weight. Good crops of everything. Very 
cheap harvest. 


Mr. Kane, who was well known both in Cherokee and Quimby, is remembered 
by Oscar Johnson, another old timer from this area who has lived in and around 


Quimby for over 70 years. 
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The only log cabin ever built in Quimby was erected by Frank Stiner, who 
went to the woods, felled the trees, and did all the work of building by himself. 
His cabin, which stood until the 1940's, was located in the northwest part of 
town near the old river bridge. Mr. Stiner was born in 1853 and died in 1933. 


FRANK STINER 
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CHAPTER 8 
Entertainment And Sports 


During the period of the 1870's, until the advent of the radio, the automobile, and 
the moving picture, the Lyceum and Chautauqua provided an important kind of educa- 
tion in America, and were especially popular in the smaller cities and towns. Assoc- 
iations which put on lectures were called Lyceums, and the lecture hall was called a 
lyceum. Noted speakers and writers appeared on the lecture platforms. The Chau- 
tauqua began as a series of religious meetings at Chautauqua, New York, but soonthe 
speakers were sent on a ''circuit'' to visit where arrangements had been made to sell 
season tickets. Usually the meetings were held in large tents. Following is an acc- 
ount written by Mrs. Albert Meyer of Washta, a former resident of near Quimby. 


"For many years Quimby had a week of Chautauqua, and looked forward to itevery 
summer. The tent and equipment came by train and the big tent would be set up on 
the school ground, where the Quimby park now stands. There were both afternoon 
and evening performances and there were fine speeches and musical numbers. Some- 
times pictures were produced by the Magic Lantern, and from the Chautauqua plat- 
form we saw plays and heard selections from Grand Opera, and enjoyed lovely mus- 
ic from string ensembles. Many of us had never before heard cello or harp music. 
These very fine programs continued through the winter months from the Lyceum 
Course. This entertainment was held in the Woodman Hall. Sometimes local tal- 
ent was called upon for piano accompaniment, or to take some other part in the pro- 
gram, Season tickets could be bought for the whole family." 


WOODMAN HALL 


The Woodman Hall, originally the Christian Church, became important in the 
years from 1910 until about 1950 as an entertainment center; first for Chautauquas, 
then for stage plays and operettas put on by the school, before the new school aud- 
itorium was built. Quite often medicine shows were staged there. People would 
come to hear the jokes and to see the plays produced by the ''medicine man"; then 
they stayed to buy some of the patent medicines,’ guaranteed to cure everything from 
gout to stomach disorders or aching back. Usually, too, they would buy small boxes 
of "cracker-jacks'' or candy kisses, and the children would clamor for the tiny prize 
in each box. 


The stage curtain, which rolled down from the ceiling, was adorned by a scene in 
the center, and along the sides were ads suchas, ''W. W. Burcham, Hdwe. and Har- 


ness, J. F. Brechwald, Groceries and Meats, and John Pearse, General Blacksmith," 
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STAGE CURTAIN IN THE WOODMAN HALL 


The annual colonial dinners were held in the hall until about 1940. At firstthese 
dinners were held in A. J. Clark's Hall, where the present laundromat is located, 
The colonial dinners were held on or near Washington's birthday, and the proceeds 
were used by the local cemetery association for upkeep of the cemetery, until the 
town took charge of the expenses, The dinners. were well attended by several hun- 
dred people who came from quite a distance. The food was donated, and the cost of 
the bountiful dinner was usually 35¢, Entertainment for the dinners was provided by 


piano and violin music. 


The hall served as a place for dances, bridal showers, and town meetings. The 
Catholics held services there for awhile after it was purchased by William S. Lint, 
who also used it as a local theatre. The Woodman Lodge had ceased to use it as a 
meeting place several years earlier. The hall was torn down about 1959. 
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THE QUIMBY CORNET BAND 


The cornet band 
playing ata 
4th of July 


celebration 


in Quimby. 


‘fe Goo 


Standing l. to r.: C. D. Hickman, Huber, Charlie Draper, Norm Fentor, 
Charles Groves,-Walter Simmons, Carr, Robin Stanford. Seated: George 
Stevenson, Guy Crawford, Mike Ryan and Martin Cline. 
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SPORTS 


Henry Riseling, who came to Iowa in 1894, from Ohio, when he was nine years 
old, gave some sidelights on early sports here. 


The first field meet was held in Quimby on May 28, 1904, on A. J. Clark's race 
track, which was west of the residence of Mrs. Henry Hartleip. The field meet was 
sponsored by the school. Henry Riseling still treasures the medals he received that 
day; a gold medal for the running broad jump, a silver medal for the 220 yard hurdles, 
and a silver medal for pole vaulting. Contestants were entered from Quimby and Was- 
hta, among them Bob Gale, Ernie Parker and Radie Bunn. In later years, meets were 
held in a pasture east of town. 


In 1902, Henry sent to Sears, Roebuck mail order house for the first basketball 
that was ever used in this town. He and his friends cut poles and made an outside 
court where they could play basketball. This was just west of the old schoolhouse where 
the parkis now located, and was also the playground for the school. 


When basketball was first played in Quimby, there were no organized teams, but 
after the school was consolidated in 1920, basketball and track teams were organized. 
The first coach was Harry Bunker, and Harry Swarner was the referee. Miss Alelia 
Fish was the superintendent of the new consolidated school. 


The Quimby boys won the first Cherokee County Basketball tournament at Cleg- 
horn in February, 1921. They played three games, all during one day and evening. 
Quimby also won the first county track meet that same year, which was held at Aur- 
elia, and won the second county meet the following year. The boys dressed in sheds 
at the edge of the field. They were coached both years by Reverend Fremont Faul, 
the Methodist minister. Mr. E. V. Guiles was Superintendent of the school in 1922. 


CLARK'S RACE TRACK 


A. J. Clark's race track was located two blocks west of main street. Bleachers 
were situated near where Perry Gano now lives. The tower for those who started 
the horses was located beside the bleachers. The races were usually held on Sunday 
afternoons and were well attended. 


The harness races usually had four or five horses competing; the running races, 
six or seven horses. Jockeys were local fellows or farm boys who rode their own 
horses. Some betting took place and the excitement was keen. One of the best known 
jockeys was Jack Mahoney. John Clark, son of A. J., drove horses in the harness 
races and also managed the track. He was known as ''Racehorse John", to disting- 
uish him from his cousin, John A. Clark. Both were nephews of the John Clark who 
came here in 1869. 
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PICTURES AT CLARK'S RACE TRACK 
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The grandstand faced west. On the fourth of July, fireworks were shot at the 
racetrack, Skyrockets would be exploded toward the southwest. 


Mrs. A. J. Clark, mother of John Clark, never missed any of her son's harness 
races, and would be one of the first people up on the bleachers. She always carried 
a little black parasol, and wore black fingerless lace mitts. She also wore rings on 
her forefinger, and looked quite elegant, indeed. 
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Crarks Driving Park, Quimsy 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER I9 | 


EROERDY 


Free-For All Trot or Pace, one mile and repeat, 
2:35 Trot or Pace, 2 best in 3, mile heats, 
Goutlemen’s Drive, half mile heats, to buggy. 
Farmers’ Running Race, half mile heats, 
Men’s Foot Race 100 yard dash, 
Boy’s Foot Race 
| 
é 
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BALL GAME BETWEEN TWO GOOD TEAMS 
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Early Baseball Team--picture taken about 1920. George Laposky with only 
suit managed the team. Members, left to right, back row: George Laposky , 
Frank Wheelock, Riley Wheelock, Mike Ryan (umpire), Dobby Richards and 
Ernie Fox. Front row: Vernon Carnahan, John Goff, Cliff Wright, Hano Dahl- 
gren and Saylor Pearse in front. Then, as now, Quimby was famed for its hard- 
slugging baseball teams. 
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Pictured above is another town baseball team of the middle forties. Players 
in the front row from left to right are; Harold Fox, Chuck Cantine, Bill Nelson, 
Dean Day, and Allen Conley. Back row: Oscar Nelson, Don Weber, Frannie 
Hummel, Tom Hollingshead, and LuVerne Courtright. 
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Following is an article taken from the Cherokee Daily Times and Chief of Aug- 
gust 10, 1948 


QUIMBY MIDGET TEAM TAKES NORTHWEST IOWA TOURNAMENT 


Quimby's midget baseball nine won the lst Annual Northwest Iowa Midget base- 
ball tournament, halting Paullina in the finals here last night, 8-3. Quimby was 
never in trouble, taking a 7-0 lead in the first four innings and coasting to victory. 
Contributing largely to the final result was Quimby's madcap baserunning, the team 


stealing seven bases during a wild fourth inning to score three runs on only one hit, 
a single. 


Following the game, baseball caps were awarded to members of the Quimbyteam, 
Ernie Randall passing out the headgear to the youngsters. Pictures of the winning 
and runnerup teams were presented to members of the teams after the game. The 
group photos were furnished by the local Rotary club. 


Quimby's route into the finals was marked by wins over Aurelia, Storm Lake and 
Boyden, 


Members of the Quimby nine included Tom Conley, Roy Messerole, Delbert Sax- 
en, Dean Dodd, Dean Trapp, Howard Fassler, Leonard Stieneke, Ray Messerole, 
Jerry Hueser, Bob Pinkerton, Mélvin McCannon, Duane Graham, Howard Sevey, 
Jim Fassler, Calvin Huseman, Mick Brown and George Admire, Manager, 


In 1955 Duane Buttenob started a summer program of baseball for all interested 
boys. Every Tuesday and Thursday mornings he worked with boys ranging from se- 
cond grade and up. 


A Pee Wee baseball team with Coach Duane Buttenob and Mick Brown as managers 
was organized that year. The team was sponsored by the mothers of the boys partic- 
ipating. Bus transportation was furnished by the Quimby Community School. Gas and 
oil and other expenses were furnished by money taken in at ball games and also by some 
Quimby business men. The boys! uniforms consisted of T shirts, dyed red, and blue _ 
jeans. In 1956 a total of 40 suits costing a little over $200 were purchased with money 
taken in at bake sales, lunch stands and admission money. 


Mr. Buttenob continued to manage the team during the '56, '57, and '58 seasons 
and Bill Nelson took over managerial duties in 1959, '60 and '6l. 


The Quimby PTA helped sponsor the team in 1958. In addition to the regular Pee 
Wees, there were four other teams which formed a league and played on Tuesday and 
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Thursday nights and which were managed by older boys of the community. 
Some highlights of the Pee Wee seasons were the following games: 


They tied a good team from Fort Dodge called the Fort Dodge Demons 
who had won 46 games in a row that year. 


Our 2-1 victory over Sioux City for the Pee Wee State title at Cherokee 


was a standout. The Sioux City team was composed of all-stars from sev- 
eral teams in the Sioux City area. 


Our victory over Lawton at Kingsley during the 1959 season gave Quimby 
another State Pee Wee Championship. 


From the years 1955 through 1959, the Pee Wee record stood at 95 games won, 3 
lost and 1 tied. The following championships had been won during that period: 


League Title-5 years 
Quimby Invitational-5 years 
Siouxland Title-2 years 
Sub-District Title-2 years 
District Title-2 years 
Legion State Title-2 years 
Lawton Invitational-1 year 
District Runner-Up-1l year 


The team also had been given the honor of playing at the Sheldon Clinic two years, 
being victorious both times. 
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One of the teams which helped establish an outstanding record. 


Front rowl. to r.: Joe Kohn, Larry Fennema, Mark Simonsen, Jim Pearse, and 
Newell McGee. Back row: 1. to r. : Bob Nelson, Jack Simonsen, Denny Nelson, 
Ron King, Deany Corrington and Tom Samuelson, 


\ 


Mr. Buttenob states that in forming their record, the Pee Wees were very fortunate 
to have good pitching, good catching and good hitters, They also had the very essential 
support of the parents and of many other people in the community. These parents and 
residents at Quimby feel that the Pee Wee baseball program contributed much to the 
boys participating and to the spectators. 

A Midget paseball program was again started in 1960. Their record stands at 25-5, 

Managers for the present baseball teams are: 

Midgets--Don Dirks 
Pee Wees--Don Kischer 


Junior Legion--Ed Hill and Bill Nelson 
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THE PILOT-ROCK PLOWING MATCH 


The first Pilot-Rock Plowing Match was held Thursday, September 17, 1908, at the J. H. White 
farm in Rock Township. The plowing events were the main feature of the day and were held across 
the road on the Thomas Fee farm. The competition was for gangplows, riding plows, and walking 
plows. There were classes for men, for boys under 17, and one for boys under 15, withprizes from 
$2.00 to $8.00 given for the best plowman in each group. A special prize of a $15 harness or saddle 
- was given by W. H. Sturges for best plowing done in either of these classes. The grand sweepstakes 
prize of a gold cup was given by W. H. Sturges of Sioux City for the best plowing in the field. The 
winner had to hold it for two successive years. 

Visitors were requested not to hitch to trees or drive on the lawn. For people coming from a dis- 
tance, Archie Cochrane furnished quarters for thirty teams, and others took care of a large number. 

A Colt show was held and a special prize, a silver medal, was given for the best colt.. The ladies 
served dinner for twenty-five cents, and the funds went to the Match Association. The afternoon pro- 
gram consisted of athletic events. A copy of the program was furnished to us by Robert Clark. The 
program booklet contained jads of Quimby business men, 

John J. Schissel ffather of Mrs. Victor Brown and founderof Schisselville, won a silver cup for 
having the neatest farm in this part of Northwest Iowa. The inscription on the prize cup read: A 
Place for Everything, Everything in its Place. 

For years, until they were absorbed by the Cherokee County Fair, the plowing contests were held 
on the farms where the idea originated. It was held at various places including the Robert and Earl 
Clark farms and the Fee and Patterson farms, north of Quimby. As the match became more popular, 
horses and cattle were judged, as well as displays of garden products, machinery, home-baked and 
canned goods, and quilts and needlework. The pulling contest was always a drawing card, and aball 
game was featured. . 

Many men worked a week or more preparing for the match to insure its success, and their wives 
cooked and baked the food to be served for lunch. Some of the women would bake six or more pies 
and took turns working in the stands. 


Picture of early plowing match. From left to right: 


Mr. Fogleman, 


J. G. Richardson, 
Governor of Iowa, 


and 


John Pearse. 
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CHAPTER 9 


The following is a section on the organizations of Quimby, together with the mem- 


bership and activities. The articles have been written by a member or interested ob- 
server of each group. 


IOOF LODGE 


The IOOF Lodge was organized and held meetings over the Groves bank on west 
main street for many years, until the bank burned during the 1914 fire. Then the pre- 
sent hall was purchased from William Barnes, and the lodge continued with meetings 
every Tuesday night. The membership was about 85, and not too many are now living. 
Henry Riseling was a member of the old lodge and continued active in it for many years, 
taking the Noble Grand office several times. He was also Captain of the 3rd degree 
work, and District Deputy Master for installations. Mrs. George Totman was District 
Deputy and the President at the same time for the Rebekahs. 


The first Rebekah Lodge was once in session for a short time, and then the dues 
wouldn't maintain it financially, so it didn't survive. It was known as the Beatrice 
Rebekah Lodge no. 139. In April, 1917, the new Lodge was organized and a charter 
from the Grand Lodge was given the new organization. 


According to the by-law book of 1899, the committee of this first lodge who signed 
the by-laws was Mr. & Mrs. C. I. Draper and Mrs. Donzella Riseling. Mrs. Flora 
Pearse was also a member of the first lodge. 


The Charter Members were: William Riseling, Verna Riseling, Henry Riseling, 
Corda Riseling, Donzella Riseling, Sr., William Rollison, Mary Rollison, Pearl Ma- 
honey, Vera Carnahan, E. L. Carnahan, Ida Carnahan, Merritt McCorkel, Vera Mc- 
Corkel, Schiller Cummings, Mae Cummings, D. R. Stanford, Jessie Stanford, Charles 
Hickman, Amanda Hickman, Charles Sievert, Arminta Sievert, Vere Smith, Myrtle 
Smith, Ervie Stevenson, Mabel Stevenson, Hazel Stevenson, Oscar Johnson and Mary 
Johnson. At one time the membership reached 142. 


Verna Riseling, with the help of Mrs. Homer Miller, was credited for organizing 
this Rebekah Lodge. Verna Riseling was the first Noble Grand, and Pearl Mahoney 
the first Secretary. Sister Lina Hartliep, age 92, and Clara Tilton, age 95, are the 
oldest members and Lina Hartliep still attends meetings. 


Henry Riseling, Corda Riseling, Pearl Mahoney, Mae Cummings of California, 


- Jessie Stanford of Colorado, Oscar and Mary Johnson, and Vera Carnahan of New Mex- 
ico, are the only ones remaining of'the 28 charter members. 
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The Quimby Rebekahs did the degree work at different conventions many times. 
The most colorful one was presented at Washta with all pastel shades of costumes. 
It was a very beautiful pageant. 


The Quimby and Washta lodges united in 1960 and are known as the Quimby-Was- 
hta Rebekah Lodge. 


fe oe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


ROYAL NEIGHBORS OF AMERICA 
Little Sioux Camp No. 7344, Royal Neighbors of America, was chartered in Mar- 
ch 1912, with 57 signing the charter. Of these 57, the following are still active mem- 
bers: 
Mrs. Cora Sones 
Mrs. Verna Cantine 
Mrs. Gretia Glidewell 
Mrs. Hattie McCannon 
Mrs. Minnie Rohde 
Mrs. Pearl Mahoney 
Mrs. Nellie Zimmerman 
These Neighbors are privileged to wear the gold 50-year pin, as are Neighbors 
Charlotte Lepper, Hazel Nash, and Hilda Soper, who have been R. N. A. members 
over 50 years, starting as members in other camps. Our oldest adult member is 


Mrs. Lina Hartliep, 92, and the youngest is Douglas Bruner. 


There are 46 adult and 13 juvenile members. Meetings are held on the first and 
third Saturdays of the month in homes of the members. 


In 1940 the Camp at Washta disbanded and the majority of those neighbors trans- 
ferred their membership to the Quimby Camp. 
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QUIMBY WOMEN'S CLUB 


Nearly 50 years ago, a group of literary minded ladies, desirous of stimulating 
thought and learning, assembled together and organized a study club. Mrs. E. J. 
Plummer, wife of the Methodist minister, was instrumental in starting this club. 

She recalls that the first meeting was at the home of Mrs. C. C. Harshbarger, wife 
of the banker, and the charter members as she remembers them were the president, 
Mrs. Robin Stanford, and Mrs. Ed Cline, Mrs. Tom Burcham, Mrs. Eugene Cline, 
Mrs. John Clark, Mrs. James Leyda, Mrs. Elmer Clark, Miss Eula Burcham, Mrs, 
Everett Adams, Mrs. C. C. Harshbarger and Mrs. Eugene Courtright. From its 
inception this club has been known as the Quimby Women's Club. It became a mem- 
ber of the General Federation in 1921. 


In the beginning, the meetings were held in the evenings in order that the teachers 
of the local school might be members and attend. Throughout all the ensuing years, 
the club has cooperated with the school, providing assistance when possible and has 
been an aid and inspiration for various programs. The first material used for pro- 
grams was the Chautauqua Study Course which was on Germany, Netherlands, Den- 
mark and Switzerland. 


Although the club is a study group and at the meetings the members present mat- 
erials on topics of national and international importance, it also meets many requests 
of the federation as well as sponsoring many projects which benefit local conditions. 
One of the very first projects the club members undertook was the buying of stone 
water jars, with lids and faucets, for each of the three rooms in the school building. 
Each child was to have a collapsible drinking cup. This was to replace the open pail 
and dipper. Another early project was the starting of a library in 1917. This library 
is discussed in another article in this book. 


During the war the club, like all good citizens and organizations, purchased bonds, 
When these bonds matured, the club members wished to use the money for some com- 
munity improvement. After careful consideration, it was decided to begin with the lo- 
cal city park, which had a lovely lawn and many trees. Some of the older and damaged 
trees were removed and new plantings of trees and shrubs were made. Play ground 
equipment was installed and picnic tables, benches and a fire place were constructed. 
The club continues to improve the park as the need arises, 


Through the influence of the club, interest in a public library wasre-createdin 1952, 

A committee was formed to study the problems, consult with the city council, and in- 
terest the general public in the benefits and advantages of a library for both entertain- 
ment and information. Thus in 1952 the Quimby Public Library was opened in a room 
in a store on Main Street. From avery humble beginning, the library has grown in 
size and use, and the 1961 state report shows that there are approximately 1800 vol- 
umes of books on the shelves with a yearly circulation of about 2400 books. Within 

the past year the town has purchased a building so the library has a permanent home, 


160 


gatisiumiste jo avoriaeh ,esibel bobnim y1619%¢t1 to 
lL .4 .evM «6. dufo ybuie « » nsyg70 bas teiteyos 
‘o eidt gnisiste ai Esdndeeny deci eaw ,1S9teiniat 
stiw .r9gisddauskH .D .D .23M Jo smo od? ts esw pnisveu sortt eerie 
Wnabieotq oft s19w oied? erodimeme: ode en ex9edmoen tetted> odd baw pin ide 
ailD efegud .21M .emsdoisd moT .¢%M ,onilD 6S .eaM bas brolnst2 aido sl a ; 
g1M seakdotua elud esi pls 1omI veda sbyol eormsl .etM href ndot veiM 
aii mots .jdgitiivoD sasgud .axM bas 19gtsddeisH .O .O .2tM ,serabA tetova 
-miem S eeisoed HT .dulD 2e'nocmoW ydmitQ di es nwout mood esd dul aid? moitqoont — 
| ESOL aa recone lgtensD. om lo Hey fi 
it y 
etedo691 912 jads 19b1t0 at eyninove ont at bisd stew agate. oii anloalgal Dania, 
(@x8sy ysiveno sd Hs wodguoiwdT beste ins etedatomy od idyicn foodse Lepol once ie 
ea bas siditaoy cow sonsrsizes gaibiverg ,loodoe sdt atiw, betezeyoos een dula old 
-otg 10h See (eitotéan sexi odT ,amtsigo1q evoitsv tol noite tigen: bas bis ns need. 
-190 ,ebnslisdie ,yasmxeD ao esw doidw setu00 ybote supustusdO od’ aw emsig 
-bastroasiw@ fing oe 


-tem Isseoig eredriont sd? eynivesen odd ts bas quotg ybuts 6 et delo ot dgpodsta. ‘he 
lesupsi yobor atest oefs ti jsomsirogmi [swoltemisini bas Ignoitsa to ediqod mo aleita 
.edaitibnos Isco0l tilenmed doidw etostorg ynsm gnitoanoge es Low es agiis1abet edt to | 
eao0i2 to griyud od? asw Aootrebas axedarenm dulo sd} etosio1g tetii ytev ed} lo 210 | 
spaibliod loognoe ot af ecrroot 991i od? lo doso xol ,eteoue? bas abil dtiw. .atst T916w 
fisq aogo adt sosiget of efw eniT .quo gaiinith sidiaqsilon & avad of asw blicdo dosed 
sexdil eidT TiO ot VRE $ lo galitsty od? asw toototq yltse xedtoaA .seaqgib bas” 
ood eidi ai ayine todions at boeeu2eib el. 

ued e's aT 

tbrod boesdawug ectottssinsg1o bes eositio boog Ils sail ‘hohe on} taw oct? grid 
“oD Sm10¢ Tol ysmora eds vey 03 bedeiw erodesem dula ods ~heawism ebaod seer pie “sy 
i aniy diiw aigod oF bebiosb aaw ii nolisssbienos {gtousko TStlA inootevorgai tic 
gsmssbh bes toblo odd to aie? .esott yas bas awsi ylevol.s bed doidtw viteq gpa f 

bowery yslt .obsex oxow adutde bee eoott Yo agaitnsiq wea bas bevomes otow. 

hotoustaaeo stow gostg o1ii 6 bas esdomed ,aelds) vinosiq bus bslieteni esw ia 


.20¢its been ont cs Ateq edt svorgeni 03) a tai: 


Ol dibeseto-+stesw yrstdil otidug 8 ni jesteimi ,duls edt to osnewhiak ods ch 

ni bus -liomyoo ytio anid diiw tlyuedos ,sonsidotg od? vbute, ot beont0) eaw ¢ 

isitetns diod 101 yrsidil & to eagsiasvbs bus eiileasd ond at otldugq teroaog 94 

(01 & uh beaego eaw ytetdhl sided ydmivO odt S2CL af eudT 

si awotg end ytetdil of .yninniged aldmud yrev toa" |) seeraR, shah: wrote 

-lov 0081 ylsismixorggs ote ster) t6el) ewoda Ixoqet siete L804 od? bas ,eew ba 

Prscsoyys .etood GOONS Iwods 19 noiseiuotis ylissy 6 diiw eaviedes odi ao exloos 

een ae tq esd or 18 


r 


ere) 


Members of the Women's club continue to serve on the library board and books and 
equipment are donated each year by the club. 


Current community projects include the following: 


Each summer many local children are given the advantage of swimming 
lessons. This project was begun several years ago. A committee is respon- 
sible for enrolling the children, securing means of transportation and furnish- 
ing chaperons, 


In March of each year, the club is hostess to a ward at the Cherokee Men- 
tal Institute. Entertainment is furnished and lunch is served. 


As a Federated club, funds are provided for various scholarships; towels 
hemmed by the blind are purchased and many other requirements are met. 


Presently there is an enrollment of twenty-seven members. None of the original 
members belong today. 


QUIMBY LIBRARIES 


About 1917, the Quimby Women's Club under the direction of Mrs. E. J. Plummer, 
wife of the Methodist minister, opened a library on main street, in the Parker build- 
ing. This was a narrow store building on the east side of the street formerly occu- 
pied by Eula Burcham's Hat Shop. Books were secured from people in the commun- 
ity and club members volunteered their time to act as librarians. 


In about 1922 the library was moved to a building which had just been remodeled 
from a livery stable. (This is the present Lee McCoy house.) Doris Merrifield, a 
high school girl, was librarian when the library opened in this location. 


Some time after this the library was moved to a room in the then new schoolhouse, 
It was called a public library and continued in this capacity until school attendance 
grew bigger and absorbed it as a school library. 


In 1944 the 4-H leaders with the help of Women's club members, organized a girls' 
4-H library. Mrs. W. E. Simonsen, Mrs. Harold Clark, Mrs. W. D. Stieneke, Mrs. 
Burcham and Mrs. Mortenson were representatives of these two groups. The girls 
and their leaders worked hard and they and their patrons enjoyed a successful library 
for several years, This project was discontinued about 1948 for lack of money and a 
building. 


In September of 1951, the Women's Club with Mrs. Peter Carstens as president began 


the work of building what is the present Quimby Public Library, A club library com- 
mittee first consisting of Mrs. W. E. Barron and Mrs. George Mundy was augmented 
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by Mesdames Dean Simonsen, Fred Meyer, Merle Simonsen, Kendall Stevenson and 
Donald Zimmerman. Club members raised almost two hundred dollars by a benefit 
square dance and by solicited donations from businessmen and individuals. With this 
working capital the official library board, authorized by the town council, opened the 
library October 1, 1952,in the Rollins building on Main Street with Ethel Soules as 
librarian. When the town purchased Dr. Brewer's office building in 1960, the library 
was moved to this location. 


The library is operated by the official library board with the consent of the town 
council. The funds come from town tax millage and an annual bake sale, the proceeds 


of which are added to the book purchasing budget. Mrs. Lennard Johnson is the pre- 
sent librarian. 


Many are the children and adults who have benefited by the past and present Quimby 
libraries. 


SEW-A-BIT 


Thirteen ladies of Harrison Independent School District and vicinity met at the 
home of Mrs. John A. Johnson Thursday, September 27, 1934, for the purpose of or- 
ganizing a neighborhood club. The aim of the club was to promote neighborhood get- 
togethers and sewing. 


Mrs. Johnson called the meeting to order and the election of officers was the first 
order of business. Mrs. John A. Johnson was elected president and Mrs. Ruth Roll- 
ison was elected secretary-treasurer, President Johnson appointed a by-law com- 
mittee consisting of Lois Parcel, Mrs. Matilda Gunnarson and Mrs. Wilfred Godfrey. 
Mrs. Delbert Rohwer read an article taken from an issue of ''Wallace's Farmer'' on 
organizing a club. 


Charter members other than the previously mentioned ladies were: 


Mrs. Nels Nelson Miss Faye Glover 
Mrs. Axel Johnson (Bertha) Mrs. John Bridgett 
Mrs. Kenneth Leeds Mrs. Albert Meyer 
Mrs. Otto Bruning Mrs. Roy Mason 


At one time the club membership numbered 30, then fell to 8 due to the decreased 
population of the community and at present there are again 16 active members. 
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They are: Mrs. Harriet Cowan, Mrs. Ruby Galvin, Mrs. Judy Carl- 
son, Mrs. Marcella Glover, Mrs, Lena Jensen, Mrs. Leoma Klingborg, Mrs. 
Lillian King, Mrs. Clara King, Mrs. Elaine King, Mrs. Delores Robinson, Mrs. 
Fern Thies, Mrs. Ann Wright, Mrs. Catherine Smith, Mrs. Betty Lou Woltman, 
Miss Mildred Rupp, and Mrs. Delores Smith. 


The Sew-A-Bit has added several purposes to its original ones. Help is offered 
during an illness or hardship of anyone in the neighborhood. It has been a practice 
of the club for many years to pack boxes for the needy and those who are alone at 
Christmas time. During the Korean conflict, boxes were packed and sent to boys 
overseas. 


The high-light of each year is a family picnic for all members and former members 
and their families. These picnics are held in July at various parks which are decided 
upon by the club members. 


In recent years we have found great pleasure in helping at the weddings and bridal 
showers for the young girls of the neighborhood. 


The Sew-A-Bit club celebrated its Silver Anniversary in 1959,when members and 
former members gathered at the home of its originator, Mrs. John A. Johnson, for 
an afternoon full of reminiscing, visiting and enjoying a bountiful pot luck dinner. Al- 
though a number of farm neighbors were unable to attend, that day will be long remem- 
bered by all those who were present. To keep in touch with all who have at one time 
enjoyed membership, an annual Christmas dinner is held to which all former members 
are invited. 


The club has several means of raising money for finances. Besides the yearly dues 
of $1.20, we hold bake sales, blind auctions,and send a food basket around to active 
members each year. 


Although the club never does anything of an outstanding nature, all who have at one 
time or another belonged will agree that it is a wonderful way to spend a pleasant after- 
noon with the neighbors. 


Wy cls a 


W. L. S. Club was organized March 9, 1934,at the home of Mrs. Kenneth Leeds, 
This was a Study Club of rural women in the community west of Quimby. The original 
club was composed of twelve members and the first course of study was Geographic 
Knowledge and Current History. 
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Of the original twelve, four are still members: Mrs. Albert Meyer, Mrs. Don- 
ald Zimmerman, Miss Irene Brooks and Mrs. Floyd McCorkel. 


In the first years the group met every month of the year, but later vacationed dur- 
ing the summer months. The membership was enlarged to fifteen. 


One project carried out over the years has been a contribution to the Christian 
Home of Council Bluffs at Christmas time. Two social events of the club year have 
always been a Christmas luncheon and Guest Day at the close of the year. 


Charter members, other than the above mentioned, were Miss Faye Glover, Mrs. 
Lois Parcel (deceased), Mrs. Ethel Nelson, Mrs. Kenneth Leeds, Mrs. Horace 
Ferrin, Mrs. John Pinkerton and Mrs. Delbert Rohwer. 


ENTRE NOUS | 
On April ll, 1941, a group of young married women met for the purpose of organ- 
izing a social club. The name chosen for this club was ''Entre Nous", a French 
phrase meaning ''Among Ourselves". 


Charter members who still reside in this community are Mesdames Donald Zim- 
merman, Forrest Thomson, Mildred Stratton, Perry Gano, Fred Meyer, Allen Con- 
ley, Ralph Pinkerton, and Keith Pearse. 


Originally the meetings were in the form of a birthday party for the various mem- 
bers,but they eventually came to be strictly social meetings which were held on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month as they are today. At the present time there are 20 
members. 


CHER-A- Mi 


The Cher-A-Mi club was organized on October 3, 1941, atthe home of Mrs. Lois 
Jenness. 


The object of this club, which meets on the first Tuesday of every month, is to 
stimulate friendship. 


Charter members were: 


Vera Bennett Sarah Larsen 
Theresa Feil Emma Peck 
Greta Glidewell Edna Peck 

Duley Jenness Esther Pennington 
Lois Jenness Winnie Pennington 


164 


oven sB9y duio “hs i eedatineeaes oormhy, 
.vsay srt me anely odd 18 ye bien 


21M ,tovolD syst esi: 915W | bonoitnem ntl 
9s610H .22M ,ubood dicaren 82M 2 yg 


=16910 Io sxoqaug od) 10% Joe nomtow heewngns yauey ¢Maaeors 6 et, 
toward 5 ,"avoM ottea' esw dulo eidd tot assed sms odT data be 


eee Prego! 


-miX binnod esrmébbesM ots yiinucnstoo edt ni obiaet Mise osdw eodanont gotta 
~0%) avllA ,royaM bord ,onso sate OTs 19e, pear «yaaa ‘ 
cabanas mine me 


“Mem evoriasy of} 19) ylteq yebitsid: s to. ish sen ai sana eget ot 
oft no Sled st9W dotdw eguiteera Isiooe yitolzta od of ormb> yils 
QOS sxe otons gmis tagesig LAS IA .yebO? O18 yartt 26 Hgaeen dose fe 


4 ae gf by 


eiot ..27M io smod efits , [bed & t9dos90 no besimsgto esw dislo 


iba Deine wa 


09 af ,daoms yrove Aes ynbideit teri edd no wines ane | 


’ => oe 
ate age 4 
ate 


| 7 


Present members are: Freda Berg Opal Johns 


Carol Brown Sarah Larsen 
Lela Brownmiller Arlene Pinkerton 
Mable Clark Marion Simons 
Lizzie Ihms Blanche Simmons 
Duley Jenness Olga Smith. 

Lois Jenness Kathryn Stoneking 
Neva Warner Winnie Pennington 


QUIMBY GARDEN CLUB 


Should I prune climbing roses? What is a good plant for a shady spot? How does 
one make compost? Questions! Questions! These and many more were being asked 
among people who were interested in gardening. These discussions led to one more 
big question which was being frequently asked. ''Why doesn't Quimby have a garden 
club ?'' 


At the time this thought was being circulated, the Quimby Methodist minister was 
Rev. B. L. Weaver, who was an avid gardener whose annuals and dahlias surpassed 
any grown in the community. A group of ladies interested in the formation of a garden 
club discussed the matter with Rev. Weaver and at his suggestion an ''interest meeting"! 
was called. It was publicized that anyone in the community who was interested in gar- 
dening was welcome to attend this meeting. Thus in April of 1947, the Quimby Garden 
Club was born. Officers were elected, a constitution and by-laws were written, and 
.the club has been a thriving organization since with an average membership of 25. 
Several of the original charter members are still active, 


From the beginning, the club has been civic minded. Annually,shows are held to 
bring before the public the beauties of nature, both in artistic arrangements and as 
horticultural specimens. 


For three years the club was merely a local organization,but in 1950 it became a 
member of the Federated Garden Clubs and has made a good showing in meeting the 
requirements of a federated club. For two years, the eighth district director was a 
member of the Quimby Garden Club. 


One of the purposes of the club is to promote interest in amateur gardening. Each 
year annual flower seeds are given to school children, who are interested in the plant- 
ing of the seeds, caring for the plants and displaying the blooms at a Junior flower 
show held in the late summer. The winners in this show are given tulip bulbs as prizes 
which again aid in promoting an interest in gardening. 
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Garden Therapy is an active project... Not only is such work done locally among 
shut-ins and youth, but there is an annual meeting at the Cherokee Mental Institute 
each July,at which time a large group of patients are given assistance in the use of 
flowers for arranging and for corsages. A picnic lunch is served, also. The Qui- 
mby Garden Club has so well met the therapy requirements of the State Federation 
that for two consecutive years the state Therapy award has been received and hon- 
orable mention has been made several other years. 


Besides the annual Spring Show of home grown flowers, a ''Holiday Show" is held 
each December at which time the artistic ability and ingenuity of the club members 
are displayed indazzling beauty and wonder. Both these shows attract visitors from 
practically every town in the county as well as from surrounding counties. 


Quimby Garden Clubcan truly be called a cosmopolitan group,as it is not composed 
of a small clique from a small territory, but its members come from approximately 
eight miles in every direction from the nucleus of the town of Quimby, thus broaden- 
ing the scope of friendships as well as knowledge and interest in gardening. The 
thought of the club is ''In all things, create beauty". 


4-H CLUBS 
QUIMBY QUORUM 


The Quimby Quorum girls' 4-H club was organized in 1938 with Mrs. Harry Mc- 
Cartney as leader and Mrs. Glen Stribley assisting. There were 16 charter mem- 
bers and at their first meeting on January 7; 1939, the following officers were elec- 
ted: 


President - Reva Allen 
Vice-President - Faith McCannon 
Secretary - LaVere Stevenson 
Treasurer - Dorothy Thies 
Historian - Carol Mc Cartney 
Reporter - Mary Brown 


The girls have always been active in community work in addition to their regular 
projects. One outstanding job was their help in organizing a library for Quimby. 


The club now consists of 34 members with Mrs. Doyle Simonsen and Mrs. Ross 
Pinkerton as leaders. During the 24 years the club has existed the following people 
have also been leaders: 


Mrs. Don Graham Mrs. Ray Robinson 
Mrs. W. E. Simonsen Mrs. Palmer Dodd 
Mrs. Harold Clark Mrs. John Pinkerton 
Mrs. W. D. Stieneke Mrs. Virgil Samuelson 


Mrs. Ed King Mrs. Louis Kelley 
. Mrs. Kendall Stevenson 
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Following are some of the highlights of the club according to information listed 
in the secretary and historian books: 

Dorothy Thies was the first girl to attend the State Convention at Ames. 

Freda and Frances Stieneke and Alice Fee were the first girls to attend the Dis- 
trict Camp at Okoboji. 

The first county demonstration team consisted of Freda Stieneke and Virginia 
Griffin. , 

Mary Alice Stieneke, with Rita Schallau as alternate, was our first represent- 
ative at a county Better Grooming contest. 

In 1948,silver spoons were awarded to the graduating seniors at the Mother's 
Tea. The girls so honored were Joyce Harvey, Mary Alice Stieneke and Joanne 
McGee. This custom has been carried on and now also includes giving the past 
president a spoon of her desired pattern. Mrs. Harold Clark and Mrs. Ed King 
were leaders at the time this tradition was begun. 

Our first Dress Revue representative was Sharon Clark with Dora Pinkerton 
as alternate. These girls were also the first to receive a special award at Rally 
Day. 

Colleen Clark was the first and only member who has been chosen to go to 
Conservation camp. : 

Two demonstration teams from our club have represented the county at the 
State Fair. They were Mary Perle King and Sharon Clark with ''Junked Car to 
Boudoir'' and Ann Simonsen and Tamra Stevenson with their safety demonstra- 
tion, ''Home, Safe Home''. 

In 1960,Ann Simonsen was awarded a Home Furnishing study trip to Chicago. 
Four girls have represented the County in the State Fair Style Revue. They 
were Sharon Clark, Judy Pinkerton, Pat Jenness and Ann Simonsen. Ann re- 
ceived a medal as one of the top seven girls in the style revue in 1961 and later 
received the State Clothing Award. She was then selected as a delegate to the 
National 4-H Club Congress where she-was given the honor of being chosen a 
National Clothing Award winner. 


The following girls have served as county officers: 


Mary Alice Stieneke 

Sharon Clark 

Colleen Clark 

Judy Pinkerton 

Ann Simonsen 

Tamra Stevenson 

Helen Mundy (the current county president) 
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QUIMBY QUORUM 4-H CLUB LIBRARY 


In 1944, the Farm Bureau voted money for a 4-H library in Quimby, because 
the only library facilities available were those of the school. Quimby people do- 
nated a number of books, which the 4-H girls sorted and placed on shelves in the 
room that had been made available for them in the back of the bank building. In 
a short time the books had to be moved, so Reverend Weaver took some fruit 
shelves from the parsonage basement and placed them in Wesley Hall, where the 
Methodists held services after their church burned. The minister would then go 
on Saturday nights to keep the hall open so that the books were available. Later, 
when the Methodists left the hall, the girls again moved the books, this time to 
the basement of the Catholic Church building. Water seeped in, and many books 
were ruined because of the dampness. They had just fixed the building for a lib- 
rary where Mrs. Nelson now has a beauty shop, when it was sold, and they were 
forced to find a new place. They put the books on shelves in the old Pinkerton 
building for atime. Then in 1948, the girls had to discontinue their project. 
They had tried to carry on in spite of much frustration, and their efforts were 
very commendable. In addition to help given the girls by Mrs. W. E. Simonsen, 
Mrs. Floyd Harvey and Mrs. W. D. Steineke did a great amount of work with 
the library. 


LITTLE SIOUX VALLEY BOYS' 4-H CLUB 


Little Sioux Valley 4-H Club was organized in 1940 with twelve charter mem- 
bers. Ina few years this number grew so large that another club was formed 
with part of the members. Membership has varied from twenty-eight to the pre- 
sent eleven boys and girls. Through the years Baby Beeves, Dairy Heifers, 
Feeder Calves, Sheep, Hogs, Poultry, Rabbits, Electrical Projects, Pest Con- 
trol, Meat Care, Citizenship, Care of Machinery, and Crop Judging have been 
studied. James Fee was the first leader of Little Sioux Valley. Other leaders 
include: Lester Whitehouse, D. Warrender, Harold Clark, Ralph Stoneking, 
Dale Stieneke, Marion Hackett, Oscar Smith, Art Bobolz, Paul Anderson, Duane 
Hollenbeck, and Robert Florine. 


QUIMBY PEACOCK BOYS' 4-H CLUB 


The Quimby Peacock Boys' 4-H Club was organized in 1959, with Doyle 
Simonsen as leader and the following as charter members: 


Charles and Harold Glover 
Neil, Newell and Paul McGee 
Russell and Helen Mundy 
John and Mark Simonsen 
John Thomson 

Doug Todd 

Joe Stevenson 
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Projects of members since the organization have included baby beeves, junior 
feeder calves, sheep, pigs, rabbits and gardening. The club has participated in 
tours in June and has had representatives at Short Course at Ames, camp at Oko- 
boji and County 4-H Day in Cherokee. 


Keith Johnson became associate leader in 1960. 


SUNNY SILVER SISTERS 


Sunny Silver Sisters 4-H Club was organized October 1, 1959, with nine char- 
ter members. At Rally Day that year for the Junior Better Grooming Contest, 
Janet Griffin was the Cherokee County winner. Of the thirty-five sewing entries 
at the county fair, the first year twenty-eight received blue ribbons. In 1961 we 
had twenty~one entries in the food division at the county fair with 60% winning top 
awards. One entry went on to receive a blue ribbon at the State Fair. We now 
have twelve active members. Mrs. Duane Hollenbeck, Mrs. Bill Griffin, and Mrs. 
Rex Brown have been our leaders, 
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WAR VETERANS 


Since there is no official record available, the following list of veterans has 


been compiled from various sources. 


SPANISH AMERICAN WAR: 


Jacob Brechwald 


CIVIL WAR: 


Samuel H. Burke 
William H. Conley 
Volney Dubel 
Merritt Fenton 

R. C. Hawn 

Joseph Hickman 
Alanson Hubbard 
Henry H. Hull 
William H. Hursch 
Thos. R. McCracken 
Charles Rowe 

J.T, Sanger 
Timothy Sargent 
Davis S. Simmons 
George N. Stevenson 
Daniel Unger 

Luther L. Webb 
Ellis Wright 


WORLD WAR I 


* Those who lost 
their lives. 


Jess Anderson 

Gust Ahlgren 

Lyle Barnes* 
Harry J. Brechwald 
John L. Bridgett 
Lester Bronninger* 
George Brownmiller 
Otto Bruning 

Willie J. Bruning* 
A. M. Campbell 
Merle Campbell 


Ralph Campbell 

H. V. Carnahan 
Burton R. Carter 
Jesse Cattermole 
William Cattermole 
Charles Donatus* 
Robert N. Gale 
Charles Galvin 
Robert U. Graham 
Peter G. Hansen 
Floyd Harvey 


Henry C. Harshbarger 


Edward Hollingshead 
Fred Hollingshead 


Raymond Hollingshead 


John A. Johnson 
Glen F. Kinton 
James L. Laurent 
Bruce Leyda 
Herbert E. Liming 
Orlan Liming 
William S. Lint 
Glen McCannon 
Leonard McCannon 
John H. McCartney 
Ernest A. Parker 
saylor J. Pearse 
Harry Peterman 
Ernest Peterson* 
John E. Peterson 
Ira I. Powell* 
Frank Rickards 
Loy Riseling 
Alfred J. Rex 
Linton E. Rollison 
Frank Ryan 


Forest Sanger 


Claude Simmons 
W. E. Simonsen 
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It is as complete as we could make it. 


Oscar B. Smith 
Russell L. Smith 
Archie Sones 
Byron Spears 
Clarence Stevenson 
Anuel Stroud 
Frank Van Sickle 
Willie VanWinkle 
George Wheelock 
Leo Wheelock 
Harold E. Wright 


LYLE BARNES IS 
KILLED IN ACTION 


QUIMBY BOY WHO HAD WON 
FRENCH WAR CROSS FALLS 
IN BATTLE 


ONLY NINETEEN YEARS OLD 


Wounded in Battle March 8—Later 
Served As Scout With Perish- 
ing’s Army 


Lyle Barnes of Quimby, a former 
member of company M, was killed in 
action in France according to a tele 
gram from the war derartment re- 
ceived by relatives Tuesday, and is 
the first Cherokee county boy to make 
the supreme sacrifice on the field of 
battle. 

Barnes, though only nineteen years 
of age, had achieved distinction by hig: 
bwivery and had been dtcorated with 
the war cross by the French govern- 
ment for heroism in action. Barnes 
was severely wounded in action March 
8 but later returned to active service 
and Volunteered for scout duty, one 
of the most dangeréus branches of 
the entire service. 

He was a son of Oscar Barnes of 
Quimby. His mother is dead but he 
had made his home with his grand- 
mother, Mrs. Angie Barnes. of 

uimby. Mrs. Earl Knight of Aftop 
township is a sister of the young 
soldier, 
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WORLD WAR II 
Harold Anderson 
James Anderson 
Darrell Bakker 


Merle Baumgardner 


Bernard Bennett 
Darrell Bennett 
Carl Benson 
John Benson 

Ted Berg 
Richard Bliel 
Edward Boothby 
Joy Bogue 
Donald Bridgett 
Guy Brown 
William Brown 
Freeman Bruning 
Dean Campbell 
Charles Cantine 
Paul Cantine 
Russell Cantine 
Ronald Carnahan 
William Carstens 
Donald W. Clark 
Robert G. Clark 
Lewis Conley 
Floyd Courtright 
LaVern Curtis 

_ LeRoy Curtis 
Marvin Day* 


Raymond Erlandson 


Paul Fassler 
Robert Fassler 
Warren Fassler 
Perry Gano 

Burl Green 
Leonard Groves 
Don Harvey 

J. Darrell Harvey 
John Harvey 
Charles Hanscom 
Leland Hueser 
Vernon Hueser 
Elgin Huston 
Alfred Jenness 


Chesley Jenness 
Richard Jenness 


Floyd C. Johnson* 


Lennard Johnson 


Robert E. Johnson 


Oscar Klingborg 
Delbert Kohn 
Donald Kohn 
Loren Kuhrts 


Merrill Leonard 


Homer Martin 
Ted L. Martin 
Claude McCannon 
Loren McCannon 
Donald Meyer 
Rex Mowry 
Donald Peterman 
Earl Peck 
Garlan Peck 
Dale Pinkerton 
Robert Randall 
Marvin Rasche 
Dean Rollins 

K Rollins * 

Jacob Sargent 
Chester Sargent 
Albert Sargent 
Ralph Sargent 
Timothy Sargent 
Floyd Smith 

Roy Sargent 
Clarence Saxen 
Julian Schissel 
Robert Schissel 
Wayne Simmons 
Dean Simonsen 
Merle Simonsen 
Aaron Smith* 
Howard Smith 

D Sones 

Clifford Stevenson 
Garold Stevenson 
Kay Stevenson 
Theo Stevenson 


Vernon Stevenson * 
Donald Steineke 
George Stoneking 
Darrell Stroud 
Franklin Sweazey 
James Totman* 
Alvin Volkert 

Dale Wright 

Harry VanAmberg 


KOREAN WAR 
Kenneth Ahlgren 
Robert Benson 
Vernon Benson 
Walter Benson 
John Bevins 
Roger Bevins 
William Bevins 
Charles Clark * 
Ronald Clark 
Loren Corrington 
Dean Day 

LeRoy Dickman 
Gerald Fassler 
Duane Fee 
Russell Fee 
Robert Fox 
Robert Hahn 
Donald Hanson 
Thomas Hartliep 
Dale Harvey 
Thomas Hollingshead 
Robert Hollingshead 
LeRoy Jenness 
Myron Jenness 
Dean Johns 

Carl Klingborg 
Boyd Knapp 
John Perrett 
Neal Pinkerton 
Archie Sargent 
George Steineke 
Robert Sevey 
Roy Stroud 
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Carl Thies 
James Warrender 
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Taps have sounded for all the Civil War veterans pictured here. The group shown 
attended a dinner given in their honor at the old Methodist Church in Quimby May 
30, 1913. Only one of the wives is still living, Mrs. Eva Huff of Cherokee. Read- 
ing from left to right back row: Mrs. Eva Huff, Mrs. Luther Webb, Mrs. Tim 
Sargent, Mrs. Harvey Church, Mrs. W. E. Robinson, Mrs. Athey, Mrs. William 
Barnes, Mrs. A. R. Hubbard, Mrs. Henry Hull, and Mrs. S. J. Burke. Sitting: 
Luther Webb, Ellis Wright, Tim Sargent, Harvey Church, W. E. Robinson, Will- 
iam fiursch, Henryaiull, and’S.°J. Burke. 
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THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 


The American Legion Auxiliary was organized in March of 1922, with 25 mem- 
bers. Mrs. Margaret Dushinske of Cherokee assisted with the organization. Mrs. 
Kate Campbell was the first president, and Mrs. H. V. Carnahan was the secretary- 
treasurer. The charter members of the organization who still belong are Mrs. 

Elsie McCannon, Mrs. Laura McCorkel, and Mrs. Pearl Mahoney. It is a service 
unit, and sponsors the annual poppy day sales for the benefit of hospitalized veterans, 
Other services include rehabilitation, child welfare, and blue ladies who serve as 
volunteers at the Mental Health Institute. They work in cooperation with the Amer- 
ican Legion in observing Memorial Day and decorating the graves of deceased vet- 
erans. 
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LOCAL RED CROSS UNIT 


During World War II, a local Red Cross Unit was organized for the purpose 
of helping in the war effort. Mrs. Thomas Burcham acted as chairman and Mrs. 
Allen Conley as secretary. Mrs, Tierney of the Cherokee Chapter brought the 
materials for sewing to Quimby where the ladies made pillow covers and covers 
for hot water bottles, and made and wrapped bandages. They also made layettes 
and clothes for European children, pajamas and shorts, sweaters and socks. 
People in town donated chairs, tables, and dishes for the Red Cross center in the 
back of the bank building. The Red Cross furnished all the material, except for 
when the ladies pieced and made quilts. Among those who participated were: 
Mrs. Newton Palmer and daughter, Mrs. Eunice Randall, Mrs. Esther Johnson 
and daughters, Olga and Burnell, and Mrs. Forest Stevenson, Mrs. Palmer Dodd, 
Mrs. Ray Rollins, Mrs. Henry Riseling, Mrs. Oscar Johnson, Mrs. Lars Mork, 
Mrs. W. E. Simonsen, Mrs. Tom Bevins, Mrs. W.E.Nelson, Mrs. W. D. 
Stieneke, Mrs. Floyd McCorkel, and Mrs. Marvin Gano. Lunch was served at 
the close of the meetings. 


BOY SCOUTS 


The first Boy Scout troop in Quimby was organized in 1918 with Rev. J. V. Mad- 
ison as leader. Milford Patton, Fred Stewart,Garland Leonard, Guy Simmons, 
George Stiner, Max Cline, Keith Pearse, Elgin Huston and a Merrfield boy were 
among the boys in this group. 


In 1943,scouting again became active in Quimby with Oscar V. Smith as Scout- 
master. Boys comprising this troop were: 


Howard Johns, Jr. Donald Peterman Russell Fee Kenneth Ahlgren 
Duane Jenness Jerry Jenness Dean Johns Robert Fox 
Paul Fassler Darrell Graham Don Johnson Keith Fee 

Dale Harvey George Stieneke Darrell Bennett Eldon Libke 
Jack Foresman Gunnar Hanson Raymond Day Robert Kummer 
Robert: Ennis Forrest Day Yates Murray Myron Cipperly 
Robert Admire Duane Fee Neal Pinkerton 
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Front row left to right: Donald Simmons, 
George Steineke, Robert Hollingshead, 
Jack Schallau and Carl Thies. 

Standing: Dale Harvey, Rev. Weaver, 
Roger Bevins, Robert Fox, Ronald Fox 
and Germ Cantine. 


In 1955 the Quimby scouts were disbanded. 


Then in April of 1958,the troop was reorganized under the sponsorship of the 
Methodist Men's Brotherhood. The troop committee consisted of Manfred Hansen, 
chairman, Clyde Petty, Dean Simonsen, George Mundy, Kendall Stevenson, M. W. 
Simonsen, Earl Hanks, W. E. Nelson, Wayne Little, and Edwin Hill. Scoutmaster 
Rev. Max E. Paige of the Methodist Church was assisted by Keith Mansfield and 
Duane Buttenob. Twenty-one boys were charter members of this Troop 112. They 
were: 


Donnie Biberdorf, Douglas Bruner, James Compton, Larry Fennema, Eugene 
Hanks, Michael Hanson, James Jenness, Ronald King, Newell McGee, Russell Mun- 
dy, Robert Nelson, Lawrence Paige, Walden Paige, James Pearse, Soren Simonsen, 
Mark Simonsen, Larry Steemke, Joel Stevenson, John Thomson, Neil McGee and 
Paul McGee. Of these, thirteen are still in scouting as Explorers. 
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Rev. Paige, scoutmaster, and Merle Simonsen, George Mundy, 
Bill Eubank, Emil Lorenzen and Manfred Hanson, who were troop 
committeemen and adult leaders are shown among those in the 


back row. 


In that summer of 1958, Wally Paige, Mark Simonsen and Larry Paige attend- 
ed the Prairie Gold Scout Camp at Lake Okoboji as part of the Holstein group. That 
fall seven boys took the First Aid Merit Badge work at the Adult Education course 
in Cherokee. The next fall, thirteen boys took advantage of this course and obtain- 
ed their First Aid Merit Badges. With this good start in merit badge work and extra 
work at summer camp (21 went to camp in 1959, 30 boys went in 1960, 14 went in 
1961) the boys in Troop 112 made regular and rapid advancement. 


Besides camping at Prairie Gold Scout Camp at Okoboji, the troopattendedcamp- 
orees at Peterson and Cherokee, participated in winter Aid-a-rees, have had many 
overnight hikes, week-end cookouts and camping experiences on the John Jenness and 
Vernon Bainbridge farms. Two groups have gone winter camping. Because of the 
extended camping program, Larry Fennema, Wally Paige, Bob Nelson, Jim Compton 
and Larry Paige have been elected to the honorary camping fraternity, the Order of 
the Arrow. 


Outstanding events in the lives of individual scouts include the following: 


-Mark Simonsen attended the 14-day trip to the National Jubilee at Colorado Springs 
in July,1960. This Jubilee marked the 50th Anniversary of scouting. 
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Wally and Larry Paige spent a week at Philmont Scout Ranch at Cimmaron, 
New Mexico with their family. Rev. Paige took the Leadership Training Course 
and Wally was able to go on the five day hike through the mountains, 

Russell Mundy, Jim Pearse, Jim Compton, and Wally and Larry Paige join- 
ed 250 Prairie Gold Explorers for a ten day-trip to Washington, D. C. of June of 
this year. Mr. Jack Mann, a Willow High School teacher, drove for them. 

This spring Wally Paige received his ''God and Country'' award. 


Larry Paige was the first member of Troop 112 to achieve the coveted Eagle 
Rank (21 Merit Badges plus other requirements in Scout spirit and participation). 


The April 1962,re-registration of Scouts and Explorers showed the following 
advancements: 


Eagle--Larry Paige 
Life Scouts (10 Merit Badges) 

Jim Compton and Wally Paige 
Star Scouts (5 Merit Badges) 


John Green, Mark Simonsen, Russell Mundy, Fred Lovrien, 
Joel Stevenson, Jack Lorenzen, Newell McGee and Ricky Simonsen. 


First Class (With some merit badges) 


Jim Pearse, Bob Nelson, Donnie Biberdorf, Doug Bruner and Eugene 
Hanks. 


Second Class 
Steven McGee and Allen Peterson 


Tenderfoot 


Larry Peterson, Bobby Boothby, Dennis Graham, Kenny Fassler, 
Steven Peekenschneider, and Randy Law. 


Denny Corrington, John Thomson and Jim Saxen (Explorers) also 
have several Merit Badges. 
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The following boys also have been registered with the scouts over the past 


four years: 


Rodney Bainbridge 
Roger Bainbridge 
Paul Staver 
Dennis Albaugh 
Ricky Stevenson 
Bob Lindquist 


Michael Christian 
Michael Johnson 
Dennis Law 
Ronald Samuelson 
Dennis Hempel 
Phillip Wright 


Denny Fennema 
Marty Hanson 
John Todd 
Delbert Biberdorf 
Randy Netley 


The Explorers advanced and organized their present Post 112 in April, 196l, 
under Post Advisors Earl Hanks and Kendall Stevenson. The new officers are 
President-Denny Corrington, Vice-President-Newell McGee and Secretary- 
Treasurer-Jim Pearse. There are 16 explorers being re-registered. 


Pack 112 of Cub Scouts was reorganized in 1960 with Mr. Vic Weber as Cub- 
master. Mr. Floyd Courtright is the new Cubmaster and 1962 registration in- 
cludes: 


Ronald Green 
John Hodgdon 


Greg Bloomquist 
Alan Compton 


Steven Peekenschneider 
David Simmons 


Mark Courtright LeRoy King Daniel Stevenson 
Joseph Courtright Dick Knapp Billy Clark 
Kenny Fassler Erick Larson David Warburton 
Dennis Graham Randy Law Reginald Petty 


Fred Kischer 
Scott Chase 


Maurice Peterson 
Herschel Petty 


Erik Simonsen 
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Businesses [ne Quimby 


Stores & Groceries 


A. J. Clark 
‘La dds, Feiler 
Heller Bros. 
A. J. Shaul 


Weeks & Unger 

John Corrington 

Chris Rommel 
McClintock 

Nels Johnson 

John Sellers 

Soyster & E. M. Simmons 
S. A. Gilmore 

E. L. Carnahan 

Alvin Stevenson 

Walter Simmons 

Aaron Sadoff 

Seeley Barnes 

H: V. Carnahan 

J. V. Brown & Arthur Brown 
G. R. Cantine 

Loren & Gerald Brown 


Meat Markets 


J. K. Smith 

John Page 
Maurice Crawford 
Hank Crawford 
Carl Bruce 

Wray Wright 

J. F. Brechwald 


Hat Shop 


Maude Dunkelburger Casey 
Misses Anna & Ella Lauer 
Misses Bowen 

Eula Burcham 

Mrs. A. L. Smith 


CHAPTER 10 
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1887 — 1962 


Movies 


Issac Clark 
Ollis Wiseman 
J. F. Brechwald 
William Lint 


Restaurants 


Norman and Mame Fenton 
W. Barnes 

Bailey & Totman 

Charlie Burst 

John McCannon 

Meritt & Floyd McCorkel 
Glen Smith 

Ella Baugh 

Marvin Kissinger 

Amanda Hickman 

A. T. Bogue 

G. R. Cantine 

Erma McCannon & Everet Nelson 
Clarence Pinkerton 
Mildred & Verline Smith 


Banks 


Soyster & Son 

J. H. Groves 

C. H. Harshbarger 
Fred Buell 

W. M. Harvey 

H. W. Swarner 
Hale 

Parks 

Harry Bunker 

Don Kent 

Henry Olson 

Faith McCannon Niemeier 
Corda Riseling 

Raymond Erlandson 

E. H. Buckenberger 
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Barbers 


John Pearse 
Norman Fenton 
John Rowen 

J. W. Lickiss 
A. C. Robinson 
Elmer Mowry 
Ernest Bruner 
Orlo Bruner 
Stomberg 

Frank Ryan 
Preston Ryan 
George Wheelock 
Roscoe Jones 

T. E. Stevenson 
Don Dirks 


Elevators 


E. M. Dickey 
Theodore & Daniel Closz 
Jim Smith 

Henry Bowen 

Twey Tweysen 

Clyde McVey 

Ray Schoon 

Lester Day 

Laurence Bloomquist 
Merle Anderson 
Electric Light Plant 


Isaac Clark 
Iowa Public Service Co. 


Harness Maker 


A. Meeker 


Billiard or Recreation Hall 


C. J. DePue 
Scott Butterfield 
Ernst Bruner 
Hal Randall 


John Goff 
Ervie Leonard 
Newton Palmer 
Ernest Randall 
Oscar Johnson 
Elmer Mowry 
Peter Hansen 
Bill Brockman 
Ben Sadler 


Doctors 


P. McGregor 
E. H. Adams 
L. S. Brewer 
Winfred Mighell 
Alfred Bullock 


Lumber Business 


—— 


day Rawsickey 
Littell Bros. 
Shaul 

D. W. McNeal 

L. L. Heywood 
Clarence Johnson 
Ralph Rohde 

Carl Eischen 
Robert G. Clark 


Blacksmith Shop 


John Liming 
John Pearse 
Tim Sargent 
Tim Murphy 
George Keith 
Joe Rose 

Perlie Smith 
Keith Pearse 


Dry Goods & Apparel 


Kathryn Sadler 
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Section Boss 


J. Po Ryan 
Linn 
Ike Jones 
Weibe Meyer 
Waldo Bonderman 
Miller 


Veterinarians 


D. S. Simmons 
H. L. Cantine 
W. E. Simonsen 
Doyle Simonsen 
Dean Simonsen 


Beauty Shops 


Lettie Gano 

Jean Vollink Graham 
Myrna Stevenson Kuester 
Carol McGee Fee 
Mildred Haag 

Ethel Nelson 


Shoe Store 
Gus Hendricks 
Shoe Repair 


A. A. Perrin 
Alvin Ross 
M. J. Parker 
Vincent Smith 
Guy Jackson 


Hotels 


D. S. Simmons 

Thomas McCracken 

George Conley 
Keener 

Alva Ross 

Wm. Barnes 

Elmer Mowry 
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Garages & Service Stations 


— 


Seeley Barnes 
George Stevenson 
Floyd McCorkel 
William Hutton 
Fred Brechwald 
Gene Blankenbaker 
Lou Stiner 

Alvin Stevenson 
George Stiner 

Lou Hartliep 
Clarence Stevenson 
Glenn Huset 
Forest Stevenson 
Clifford Stevenson 
Richard Stevenson 


a Henry Riseling 


Elmer Clark 

Guy Simmons 

Allen Erlandson 
Rufus Goodson 
Aaron Martin 

Clark Bros. 

George Laposky 
Floyd L. Courtright 
Noel Courtright 
Ben Saxton 

Harold Brownmiller 
Donald Bridgett 
John Perrett 


Drug Stores 


Smith & Shaul 
Wm. Miller 
oy. &. FH. Adams 


W. W. Burcham 
A. J. Raymond 


V. H. Merrifield (creamery & book store) 


George Totman 
Tom Burcham 
Ray Rollins 
Archie Marsh 
Warren Fassler 
Ree ce ok 


Insurance 


Floyd Tyrell 

A. N. Hiscox 

Jim Galvin 

Henry Weise 

W. M. Harvey 

Jv DD. opurrell 

Ruth Carstens 
Charles McClintock 


Undertaking 
Frank Leonard 
Wagon Shop 


M. J; Parker 
V. A. Duboll 


Hardware, Furniture & Implement 


Bagge & Leyda 
John Sellers 
E. F. Leonard 
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Gasoline Bulk Plants 


Jay Gano 
Roy Lathrop 


’ Fred Struve 


Bernard Bennett 
Darrell Bennett 
Allen Erlandson 
Ben Saxton 
Perry Gano 


Dairies 


D. R. Stanford 
Vere Smith 
Leonard McCannon 
Elmer Clark 


Early Carpenters 


John Goff 
Pob Gale 
John Gale 
George Gale 
M. J. Parker 
Howard Sevey 
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TOWN COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 


When the first council meeting convened on July 11, 1906, shortly after the town 
was incorporated, there were six members, and the mayor was W. W. Burcham. 
Dr. L. S. Brewer was the health officer. In 1907, the council voted to ask resi- 
dents to start building sidewalks. The council and mayor made the property eval- 
uations, set the millage and assessments for the purpose of taxation, and turned 
the figures over to the County Treasurer for collection. After the council meet- 
ings were adjourned, the council acted as a Board of Review for fixing property 
values, and to hear any complaints from townsmen who thought the valuations too 
high. 


In 1908 the council was reduced to five members. A franchise was given the 
Quimby Telephone Company by a vote of the people. A jail was built in 1909, and 
in 1910 a committee on fire protection purchased pails, ladders, and a fire bell by 
taking up a collection from the citizens of the town. When people neglected to shovel 
snow, the town had it done and assessed it to the property. One householder had to 
pay $15 for the work. 


On June 18, 1914, Quimby's largest fire occurred, and the fire departments from 
Cherokee and Holstein were called in. After the fire, the council was busy working 
on fire ordinances and a collection was taken to pay for the salt that was used to 
help extinguish the big blaze. 


During the winter of 1914 and 1915, smallpox was prevalent in town; in 1916, a 
Woodman picnic, which became an annual affair on Labor Day, was arranged; in 
1920, the town paid Thorpe Bros. $921.85 for digging a town well. Evidently the 
work on the well had been done in the fall of 1919. 


On December 3, 1920, the council voted to close all public places such as schools, 
churches and pool halls, or wherever people would congregate in groups because of an 
outbreak of flu. Also in December of 1920, the Buell Engineering Co. was given the 
contract for installing sanitary water works and a sewer system in the town, and A, 
J. Clark leased land to the town for 99 years for a disposal plant. 


In January, 1922, a volunteer fire department was organized, with H. V. Carnahan 
elected fire chief by ballot, a position which he held for many years. Also in that year, 
a fire house was built, and the town accepted water fountains furnished by the Red 
Cross. 


In 1923, the Council was discussing the types of street lights to be used in the 
town and some residents were hooking up their homes to water mains. 
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By 1937, the old town pump was being replaced with a new one, streets were 
oiled and a clean-up day was proclaimed by the mayor. 


VORA RERRRRRRS 


In 1948, a new fire truck was purchased, and in 1949 a new fire house was erec- 
ted. In 1960 a plan for establishing tax supported rural fire protection was approved 
by the voters of the surrounding townships. The fire equipment had grown from a 
bucket brigade to a hand pulled hose cart, and then to a motorized fire truck with 
up-to-date equipment and an auxiliary tank truck. 


BRURGRRRERAR EAE 


In June of 1952, the town took over the running of the library from the Women's 
Club, and appointed a group of women to the library board. The library, which had 
been located in the Rollins building, was transferred to the Dr. L. S. Brewer off- 
ice building in 1961. The building had been purchased for use as a town hall and 
library. 


The mayors who have served Quimby were: 1906--W. W. Burcham; 1908-- 
Phillip Cline; 1910--A. J, Clark; 1911--J. K. Corrington (Mr. Clark resigned); 
1912--A. J. Clark re-elected; 1914--L. Richards, who resigned in 1915 when A. J. 
Clark was appointed mayor; 1916--Mr. Clark; 1918--Mr. Clark; 1920--J. L. Baugh; 
1922--V. H. Merrifield; 1924--J, L. Baugh; 1925--S. C. Stevenson appointed to 
fill vacancy when Mr. Baugh resigned; 1926--S. C. Stevenson elected; 1928--S. C, 
Stevenson re-elected; 1930--I. N. Leonard; 1932--I. N. Leonard elected and re- 
signed. E. E. Courtright appointed to succeed him; 1934--Al Bogue; 1936--Ter- 
ence Sheahan elected. He resigned in August and was replaced by A. L. Bogue; 
1938--Bogue re-elected; 1940--A. D. Martin was elected; 1942--W. V. Smith; 
1944--Smith re-elected; 1946--W. V. Smith elected, but passed away in 1947 and 
A. D. Martin appointed; 1948--A. D. Martin elected; 1950--Ernest Klingborg elec- 
ted and served until 1960 when Clarence Pinkerton was elected. 


Ernest Klingborg served longer than any previous mayor. The council members 
who have served longer than anyone else are M. K. Pearse and Forest Stevenson, 
who have served 20 years. Henry Riseling has served continuously as town clerk 
for 22 years, and had served one two-year term from 1928-1930, making a total 
of 24 years to date. 
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VIEWS OF BUSINESS & INDUSTRIAL PLACES 
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SIMONSEN MILL-RENDERING PLANT INC. 
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SIMONSEN FERTILIZER AND MANUFACTURING 
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SNOW SCENES IN THE WINTERS OF 1936 and 1962 


1936 


1962 


The’ Little Sioux Still Goes On A Rampage 
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Miscellaneous Items 


BOOK COMMITTEE -- (Did research, 


found pictures, and Edited The Histor- 
ical Book). 


Left to Right: Mrs. Doyle Simonsen, 
Mrs. Keith Pearse, Mrs. Perry Gano. 


SIMONSEN ADVERTISING CREW 


(Composed, did art work, and 
printed the Historical Borie). 


Left to right: Floyd Harvey, 
Mrs. Vernon Corrington, Mrs. 
Ed Boothby, Sharon Saxton, 
Mrs. Floyd Simons. 


Missing from the picture, is Keith 
Johnsen, who dida lot of proof 
reading, and picture taking for 
the book. 


PAGEANT COMMITTEE -- 
(Wrote and Produced Histor- 
ical Pageant). 


Standing, left to right: Mrs. 
Allen Conley, Mrs. Robert 
Compton. 


Seated: Mrs. Charles Mc- 
Clintock, Perry Gano, Mrs, 
William Eubank. 
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Thia ls How 
$t All Began 


Quimby To Mark 


Diamond Jubilee 


The town of Quimby will be 
celebrating its 75th year in 1962 
and already plans are in progress 
to celebrate this occasion. 

With this thought in mind, the 
Commercia. Club has invited all 
clubs and organizations ‘in the 
town ‘and surrounding’ area, 
asking each to send one or more 
representative to a meeting to 
be held at the ‘Willow 'Communi- 
ty School auditorium in Quimby 
on January 18 at 7:30 p.m. 

Plans and decisions will ‘be 


made at this time as to what 


will be done to celebrate this 
up-coming Diamond Jubilee. 

The Commercial ‘Club ‘hopes 
everyone will get behind this 
project bringing ideas and plans 
to insure the success of this plan. 
ned project. 


MYRNA PETERSON 
NAMED W.L. 5. 
ESSAY WINNER 


Quimby Correspondent 


The W.L.S. Club which has 
as its members both Quimby and 
Washta .residents sponsored an 
Essay Contest for all Junior 
High students at the Willow 
Community School on the sub- 
ject “The Early History of 
Quimby.” 

Results were announced at 
the Guest Night the Club holds 
each spring, with First prize go- 
ing to Myrna Peterson. 

Second to- Carol Boothby and 
third to Peggy Heuser. 

All other students participating 
received prizes for their efforts. 


JUBILEE 


By Irene Bloomquist 


The Quimby Diamond Jubilee 
is much in the minds of Quimby 
and rural Quimby residents as 
plans progress for the obser- 
vance of this town’s 75th anni- 
versary. 


On Friday, February 16, the 
program committee met at the 
McClintock Insurance office to 
discuss and make iplans for the 
forthcoming celebration which 
will be held July 17-18. 


(Chairmen of the different di- 
visions were selected and they 
will make up the program com- 
mittee. They ¢¢e: Publicity, Dean 
Simonsen and Mrs. Vernon Cor- 
rington. 

Historical: Mrs, .Keith Pearse 
and Mrs. Doyle. Simonsen. 

Financial: Clarence Pinkerton 
and Bernard Simmons, 

Historical Exhibit: Fred Meyer 
and Mrs. Harold Clark. 

Parade: George Mundy and 
Mrs. Jim Devine. 

Pageant: Perry Gano, Mrs. <Al- 
len Conley, Mrs. Robert Comp- 
ton, Mrs. ‘Bill Eubank and Mrs. 
Charles McClintock. 

Concessions: Ben Saxton and 
Dick Stevenson. . 

The above chairmen are ask- 
ing committee residents for as- 
sistance and for any suggestions, 
materials or other offers of help. 


These articles courtesy of 


Cherokee Courier, 


and the 


Cherokee Daily Times. 


SELECT JUBILEE 
COMMITTEES ‘ 


Those who have items of: in- 
teerst for the historical exhibit 
should get n. touch with Fred 
Meyer and Mrs. Harold Clark. 

A historical booklet is being 
compiled and anyone who has 
pictures or news items of interest 
that could be used iin this book 
area to contact Mrs. Keith ‘Pearse 
or Mrs, ‘Doyle Simonsen. 

Another meeting of the com- 
mittees is planned for March 2 
when a prograess report will be 
made and more definite plans 
announced. 
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All will be referred to the di- §, 05. 


vision chairmnan and all wil] be 
gratefully received. 

Any organization or group 
in Quimby or other communit- 
ties are welcome to enter a 
float in the parade. Anyone 
interested in this part af the 
program is to contact: George 
Mundy or Mrs. Jim Devine, 
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Urgently needed are clothes. 
especially in the World War I 
era and flapper era clothes, plus 
World War II suits. Please notify 
Mrs. William Eubanks, Mrs; C. 
McClintock, Mrs. Ro ert Comp. 
ton and Mrs. Allen Conley if you 
have the above needed items. 

Quimiby residence and = sur- 
rounding area are asked to come 
forward if you can play an in- 
stpument fot the band in the 
pageant. The pageant has been 
written and these are needed 
to make it a success. 
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The Jubilee Committee Has Been Meeting Every Two Weeks. These Clippings 


Denote Some Of The Plans Formulated. 


Series of Social Events 


To Precede Quimby Jubilee 


Jubilee Plans 
‘Honor Roll of 
Elder Citizens’ 


Quimby Correspondent 


The program committee of 
the forthcoming Quimby Jubilee 
celebration is askimg all residents 
of Quimby and surounding area 
within a five mile radius who 
are 75 years old or ohder to regis- 
ter at the McClintock office from 
April 15 to July 1. 

Some one else may register 
for these elder citizens if they 
have the knowledge of the cor- 
rect age of the one so registered. 

These names will ‘be  pub- 
licized as an “Honor Roll of E1- 
der Citizens” of Quimby and area 
and they will be honored at the 
time of the Jubilee. 

Also the Pageant committee 
request that anyone interested 
in singing in the chorus for the 
pageant notify Mrs. Bill Eu- 
bank, Mrs. Robert Compton, 
Mrs. Allen Conley or Mrs. Mc- 
Clintock. 

They request that those wish- 
ing to sing in the chorus be of 

high school age or older. 

Also tht Pageant committee 
would like to hear from any 
adult interested in playing an 
instrument for the town band 
for the pageant. 

Kiddies Parade 

Two more members have been 
added to the program committee. 
They are Mrs, Victor Weber and 
Mrs. Ernest Carstens who will 
be in charge of the Kiddies 
parade. 

A new plan soon to take place 
will be the social event planned 
for Saturday evening beginning 
in April and continuing through 


June and leading up to the Jubi- . 


lee celebration on July 17 and 
18. 

These and other plans were set 
forth at a meeting of the pro- 
gram chairman, Firday evening. 
Next meeting wil lbe March 30, 
7:30 p.m. at the McClintock cf- 
fice, all members urged ‘to at- 
tend. 


Plans and decisions were run- 
ning as high and as fast as the 
river in its flood stage, last Fri- 
day evening when the chairman 
of the various Jubilee program 
committees met for their regular 
meeting at the McClintock olifice 
in Quimby. 

Program reports were made by 
the chairmen present. On of the 
first social event to take place. 
is the pancake supper to be held 
at the Methodist Church April 11, 

Coming events are square 
dancing, bake sales, card parties 
and bingo, Each event will be 
announced by this paper and the 
display windows in Quimby as 
well as in surrounding towns. 

Also to be announced are the 
“Wanted Posters” to be placed 
in the windows of the newly pur- 
chased Stevenson ‘building. The 
pictures plus the captions should 
tickle many a funny bone. 

The razors in most Quimby 
hemes must be getting quite 
rusty, judging by the growth of 
facial adornments. 

Several men about town are 
all sporting the latest in head- 
gear and really ‘ook like the 
“Dashing dandies” of the gay 
90’s. 

It has also been announced 
that the W.L/S. Club of this 
community is sponsoring an es- 
say contest at Willow Community 
school on the “History of Quim- 
by”, Prizes will be awarded win- 
ners. 

Next meeting of the commit- 
tees will be held in two weeks 


or ee McClintock offices. 
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Judy Sargent 
Joan King Patricia Albaugh 
Linda Kelly 
Betty Klingborg 
Helen Mundy 


Diamond Jubilee 
Plans In Orbit 


Excitement is running high 
in nearby Quimby as that city 
prepares to mark the seventh- 
fifth anniversary of its found- 
ing with a Jubilee celebration 
July 17 and 18. 


High on the list of events 
keeping residents of our neigh- 
boring town in a state of sus- 
pended anticipation is the “Miss 
Quimby” contest. 

Eighteen fair and comely 
lassies of the Quimby area 
have been named as candidates 
for this honor, to represent 
their city as “Queen” on her 
seventy-fifth birthday. 


Sponsored by the Commercial 
Club of Quimby, the contest was 
open to all single girls between 
the ages of 15 and 20. Nomina- 
tions closed June 16. Candi- 
dates were chosen by residents 
of the area by ballot at various 
commercial businesses. 


Winner will have the privilege 
of having the seat of honor on 
the Commercial Float in the 
Jubilee parade, Lucky winning 
lassy will also be presented at 
the pageant “Pictorial History 
of Quimby” from prairie to rail- 
road town to present. 


Candidates for Miss Quimby 
Listed Below 


Janet King 
Pamela Hunt 


Marilyn Hansen 
Sharon Saxton 


Helen Pendleton Kathleen Simonsen 
Barbara Thomson Susan Mohr 
Kay Bruner Carolyn Brownmiller 


Gail Mansfield 
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DIAMOND JUBILEE BEARD — Clarence Pinkerton (above) 
mayor of Quimby is well prepared for upcoming Diamond Jubilee 
to be commemorated in Quimby July 17-18. In preparation for 
the event Methodist Men’s club of Quimby is holding a benefit 
pancake supper. The supper will be held in the Methodist church 
Wednesday, April 11. Serving will begin at 5:30 p.m. and the public 


is invited. 


ang igh Abe J 
Banged. 


artb-<4. 
oe a 


This is not a character from wild west days but a Quimby 
resident, Bill Eubank, proudly sporting a growth of whiskers 
and helping to set the stage for this town to celebrate their 
Diamond Jubilee. 
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As Jubilee Time Drew Near Things Really Began 


Banners, Books & Beards 
Hail Quimby Diamond Jubilee 


, 3 “esions are yet to be announced. 
announcing C&S:0nNs : 

Oldsters Register 
Oldsters of 75 years or older 


The big banner 
the Quimby Jubilee is now fly- 
ing over the main street of ee i 

A are ere) for ¢ C- 
Quimby and the tempo of events 2 urged to rear at me ri i 
is stopping up as the dates of Olintock Insurance office. Anc 


the gala Diamond Jubilee, July it has been announced that more 
17 and 18 draw nearer. 

Also the Jubilee books are be- 
ing raade up and the commitize 
in charge is asking anyone in- 
‘erested to contact the Quimby 
Jubilee at Quimby to reserve a 
eepy, Tt contains “Sceads of pic? 
lures and interesting accounts 
if the past.” 

Jubilee chairman is Charles 
is Carald (Mickey) Brown. 
M-Clintock and co-chairman 

Reservations and orders for 
Commemorative plates are al 
ing taken. Anyone wishing to} 


order these may contact. Mrs. 
Pevle Simonsen at Quimby. 
The historical exhibit being 


arranged in honor of the occa- 
sion will ke held in the Special 
Kdueation ‘building. 

Posters and ‘programs are also 
heing made and are to be dis- 
tributed in the very near future 
and there is also tc be a map of 
concessions available. 

Chairman of concessions re- 
ports that the Walter Laurence 
rides will be available. The bin- 
vo stand will be at the Old 
Catholic Hall and the Fireman’s 
Club will have the blanket stand. 

The Methodist women will 
have a lunch stand and the Boys 
Scouts will add a bit of fun to 
the proceding with a water 
dunking stand and First Aid 
stand for emergencies. 

Tcen dances, square dances 
and modern dances are to be held 
with Jim Kucktel furnishing the 
music for square dancing on July 
17 and Jimmy Smith for modern 
danving on July 18. Other con- 


singers are 


needed for the 
choruses. Everyone is utged to 
attend the Tuesday evening prac- 
tices at the school band_room at 


8 p.m, with the Band practicing 


at 9 p.m. ; ; , 
Pageant practice will ‘begin 
soon, 


Also cne of. the main events 

ef the two day celebration will 
be the giving away of one 
color TV and one portable TV 
set, Tickets will be on sale 
soon at several places. This 
drawing will be held on the 
last night, July 18 as a clos- 
ing event. 

A public meeting of the chair- 
men of the committees was held 
Friday at the Catholic Hall with 
reports of progress and financial 
reports given so that the public 
might ibe informed of plans and 
fincial standing. Bernard Sim- 
mons in giving the financial re- 
port stated that all preceding 
event had been very successfal. 
About thirty were present to 
hear the reports. 

Many Quimby folks are now 
;in costume and the beards are 


flourishing and the city is taking 
‘On a carnival air of anticipation, 


To Happen 


ALL DRESSED UP—Just waiting for some place to go—the 
Diamond Jubilee is this Dandy of the 1880 era and his wife, Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles McClintock of Quimby. McClintock is chair- 
man of the Jubilee set for July 17 and 18. Costumes, whiskers, 
historical exhibits and many social events are preceding the 
event. Pioneer history with pictures has been compiled and 
order for these raay be placed with the Jubilee Committee. 
Ladies of the Quimby community are beginning to appear in 
their costumes and aiding the beard growers in setting the 
proper stage for the event. 
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CANDID SNAPSHOTS OF A JUBILEE MEETING. 
errr rete eens eter eres REESE 
by Margaret Simonsen 


Making plans for a successful Jubilee, requires much time and effort. Pic- 
tured are some of the businessmen who have been planning the celebration: 
Mayor, Clarence Pinkerton, Perry Gano, Bob Clark, Dick Stevenson, Ben 
Saxton and Chairman ''Chuck'' McClintock. 


Bernard Simmons, Co-Chairman of the finance committee, gestures with out- 
stretched hand as he informs us where the money is going. Pictured from left 
to right: Phyllis Corrington, Phyllis Eubank, Bernard Simmons, Clarence 
Pinkerton, and Perry Gano. . 
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An amusing incident related by Jewel Pearse regarding one of the historical 
committee's experiences brought forth chuckles from Peggy McClintock, 
Phyllis Corrington and Phyllis Eubank. 


While Co-Chairman ''Mick'' Brown studies the program, Bob Clark makes use 
of the time to check the growth of Dick Stevenson's mustache. 


Tce is 


The committee did have its serious moments too. Here Hilda Carstens, Edna 
Devine, Mabel Clark and Jean Bruner scan the pageant text. 
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DIAMOND JUBILEE COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 


From Left To Right: 


Back Row: Robert G. Clark, Don Grefe, Mrs. Allen Conley, Mrs. Bob Compton, 
Mrs. Harold Clark, Mrs. Doyle Simonsen, and Mrs. Charles McClintock. 


Middle Row: Bill Eubank, Dick Stevenson, Ben Saxton, Bernard Simmons, Perry 
Gano, David Conley, Charles McClintock, and Mrs. Bill Eubank, 


Front Row: Mrs. Mick Brown, Mrs. Perry Gano, Mrs. James Devine, Mrs. Keith 
Pearse, Mrs. Ernest Carstens, Mrs. John Haag, Mrs. George Voss and Mrs. 
Vernon Corrington. 


Missing from the picture : Mick Brown, Clarence Pinkerton, Dean Simonsen, 
George Mundy, Mrs. Victor Weber, and Fred Meyer. 
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SNAPSHOTS OF PAGEANT REHEARSAL -- OUR HOME TOWN 
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The First Wedding. Early Education In Quimby. 
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World War I. 


The Merry Oldsmobile--In For Repairs. The Town Band Of The '20's. 
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Miss Quimby Candidates, Back Row Left To Right: Susan Mohr, Barbara Thomson, 
Sharon Saxton, Joan King, Marilyn Hansen, Helen Mundy, Janet King, Kay Bruner. 


Front Row: Patricia Albaugh, Helen Pendleton, Judy Sargent, Pamela Hunt, Betty 


Klingborg. 


Gail Mansfield, Carolyn Brownmiller, 


Missing From The Picture: 
Linda Kelly. 


Kathleen Simonsen, 


Members Of The Pageant Chorus. 
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It is impossible to list everyone who contributed information for use in this book, 
but to each one we should like to express our thanks. Your cooperation has helped 
us very much. 


Those who furnished pictures used herein are: 


Mrs. D. R. Stanford 
Mrs. Harold Clark 
Jay Bennett 

George Clark 

Mrs. Mae Miles 
Henry Riseling 

Keith Pearse 

Retta Fox 

Margaret Simonsen 
Norma Meyer 

Edna Finley 

Jay Gano 

Clarence and Winnie Pennington 
Mrs. Otto Bruning 
W. E. Simonsen 
Wes McGregor 
Claude Simmons 
Rev. Max Paige 
Letty Sheehan 

Mrs. Victor Stieneke 
Mrs. Frank Admire 
Simonsens Adv. Dept. 
Mrs. Sylvie McCoy 
Phyllis Corrington 
Ray Rollins 

William Smith 
George Laposky 
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The people of Quimby are confidently looking toward the future. Even though 
we live in a small town, we have faith that it will not die as many small towns in 
America have in recent years. The people here are energetic and the economy 
is healthy. A housing shortage exists, but there are hopes that this situation 
will be alleviated by the addition of some new homes. 


No doubt Quimby will always be a small town, but there are many advantages 
to being small. The beautiful countryside is at our doorstep--one seldom has to 
walk over three blocks to reach it from any point in town. Birds of many kinds 
sing in our backyards, wildlife abounds in the area; peace and quiet and solitude 
are balm that many city dwellers might well envy. Yet, because of modern 
transportation, we are able to avail ourselves of opportunities offered in larger 
cities. We have a good school system and we take pride in our churches. The 
people who live here are neighbors and friends, and are interested in their fellow 
man. A death or a tragedy becomes a matter of personal concern and people 
gather to give moral support and help. Conversely, when someone achieves 
success in any endeavor the whole community is proud. 


We have taken a glimpse into the past, honoring many of those who helped to 
build our town and to make it uniquely Quimby. They were ordinary human beings, 
even as youand I. Although it was by accident of time and place that they were 
the first to come, we pay homage to their perseverance and courage. Those of us 
now living here still have tasks and challenges to meet as we stand on the threshold 
of the Space Age in a world beset by many problems. 


We are proud to be citizens of our town, and we salute Quimby on this 75th 


Anniversary occasion. May it continue to grow and prosper in the scenic valley 
of the Little Sioux! 
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